
Love Fireflies? You Can Help Them Survive 
 

We all love chasing fireflies and watching them light up our gardens and yards in the 
summer months. Unfortunately, like all insects, firefly populations are diminishing. But there 
are several things you can do at home to help conserve them.  
 

• Turn of lights at night, and close blinds and curtains. This 
helps fireflies find each other so they can reproduce. 

• Plant native plants to promote firefly-friendly habitat. 

• If you have grass, don’t mow it too often. It should be at 
least 4” high. Grass and other plants—especially native 
plants—provide a place for fireflies to live. 

• Avoid pesticides, including herbicides, which kill beneficial 
insects including fireflies and/or the plants they eat. 

 
Want to help even more? Register with the Firefly Atlas 
(fireflyatlas.org) and record your firefly sightings!  
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