RIVERTON BOROUGH PLANNING BOARD

M I N U T E S

OCTOBER 26, 2021 at 7 o’clock p.m.
PARTICIPANT INSTRUCTIONS:

Join Zoom Meeting:

https://zoom.us/j/99667220214?pwd=eGMyc1NCM0tMTWRUajB6b29Dak9ZUT09
Meeting ID: 996 6722 0214

Passcode: 813512

Dial in:  +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

Meeting ID: 996 6722 0214

Passcode: 813512

The public may submit questions or comments via e-mail to mhack@riverton-nj.com no later than 4pm on the day of the scheduled meeting.  The public may also submit public comments in written letter form via mail or drop off to the municipal building located at 505A Howard Street Riverton, NJ 08077, during business hours no later than 4pm the day of the scheduled meeting.  Previously submitted public comment shall be read aloud and addressed during the public meeting that will be heard to all remote participants and the public.  The Board may pass over duplicate written comments; however, each duplicate comment will be noted for the record with the content summarized.  Written public questions or comment will not be treated as sworn testimony.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT

Public Notice of this meeting has been given in the following manner:

1. Posting written notice on the official bulletin board and the door of the Borough Hall on January 29, 2021.

2. Having written notice published in the Burlington County Times on February 1, 2021.

3. Forwarding written notice for informational purposes only to the Courier Post on January 29,2021.

ROLL CALL:

	Suzanne Cairns Wells, present
	Kerry Brandt, present
	Joe Della Penna, present

	Councilman Edgar Wilburn, present
	Pete Clifford, present
	Robert Martin, present

	Rebecca Reis, absent
	Ray Paszkiewicz, absent
	Joseph Threston, present

	Adam Flade Alt. 1, absent
	Alt. 2, Joe String, present
	Doug Aird, Alt 3, present

	Nick Jabs, Alt. 4, absent
	
	


Borough representatives present include:  Secretary Michelle Hack and, Planner, Michelle Taylor and Solicitor Chuck Petrone.
MINUTES:
September 28, 2021 were submitted for approval.  Mayor Cairns Wells motioned to approve the minutes.  Mr. Della Penna seconded the motion. All approved in the affirmative.
CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS
: 
A. Ms. Hack stated she is in receipt of a notice from the Applicant’s attorney of 409-413 Lippincott asking for a continuation of the application that was slated for tonight’s agenda.
NEW BUSINESS: 

A. V-05-2021

	Name:
	Richard Crane

	Property:
	708 Thomas Avenue
	Block:
	1203
	Lot:
	1

	Action Desired:
	Applicant seeks relief from Borough Code 114-8, restricting a pool from intruding beyond the front building line and Borough Code 128-58C, restricting a fence from placement beyond the front foundation line of the main structure. Applicant seeks all other variances and waivers the Board may deem necessary.



The Applicant, Mr. Richard Crane was sworn in to provide testimony for his application.  Ms. Hack confirmed all jurisdictional items were in compliance.  Mr. Clifford was sworn in to provide testimony in the capacity of Zoning Officer and would not vote on this matter. Mr. Crane explained how this project was done. Areas in this yard to place the pool were limited due to overhead electrical wires. The initial plan that was approved by the Borough Zoning Officer called for 3 feet of cement decking however there was a major construction delay, and black wrought iron open slat fence of 6 feet. When the concrete finally came in the company offered him 4 feet of decking which he thought would offer more functionality for the space. The additional concrete required him to move the fence line to be installed approximately 9 inches past the foundation line of the house into the front yard, therefore reducing the setback. Mr. Crane stated he didn’t even realize this was a zoning violation at the time, it was realized at the time of a permit issuance for UCC.  To rectify this the options are to move the fence and place closer to decking. This option moves the fence to the upside of a slope causing the fence to appear higher.  The Board agreed that would not be in the best interest of the landscape. In the current location, the fence is on the downside of the slope which appears to be less obtrusive.  Ms. Taylor offered suggestions for greenery and shrubs to shield the fence to a more natural landscape and added that no additional lighting is added to the area.  Mr. Brandt opened the Board for Public Comment.  Ms. Renee Azelby spoke to state the Crane’s property is always impeccably maintained and looks nice however she would like to see shrubs along the fence line.  With no further comments from the public, Mr. Brandt closed the public comment session.  With no further comments or questions from the Board Mr. Martin motioned to approve the application as submitted with the conditions that Mr. Crane submits a landscape plan to for Ms. Taylor’s approval, escrow balance is replenished and is subject to any and all permits and waivers from the Borough’s Construction Official and outside agencies.  Seconded by Mayor Cairns Wells.  All voted in the affirmative: 7 yes, 0 no, 1 abstain by Mr. Clifford. 
OLD BUSINESS 

A
Memorialize Resolution PB 2021-10 for V-06-2021/Revive Café at 531 Howard Street Jamie and Virginette Centeno. Motion by Mayor Cairns Wells and seconded by Mr. Martin.  All votes were in the affirmative. Mr. Threston recused. 6 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain
COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Council Matters of Importance to the Board –Councilman Wilburn provided updates from the Borough Council meeting on a request for leaf blower restrictions, American Rescue Plans distribution, the November 10 special meeting for Cannabis Licensing and that the Pompeston Creek Bridge construction is slated for November 1, 2021.
· Minor Site Plan- Mr. Clifford reported on the approval of 519 Howard Street, the Early Bird Café.
· Environmental Commission- Mr. Threston stated that the Environmental Commission has met two times in October, the continue to work on Rain Garden maintenance and working for Rain Garden signage.
PUBLIC COMMENT – The Floor was opened for Public Comment however no one from the Public spoke therefore closing the Public portion.
ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn by Mr. Della Penna and seconded by Mr. Threston.
Respectfully submitted:

Michelle Hack Secretary

RIVERTON PLANNING BOARD
Adopted on:
November 23, 2021
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