RIVERTON BOROUGH PLANNING BOARD

MINUTES

March 23, 2021 at 7 o’clock p.m.
PARTICIPANT INSTRUCTIONS:

Join Zoom Meeting:

https://zoom.us/j/99667220214?pwd=eGMyc1NCM0tMTWRUajB6b29Dak9ZUT09
Meeting ID: 996 6722 0214

Passcode: 813512

Dial in:  +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

Meeting ID: 996 6722 0214

Passcode: 813512

The public may submit questions or comments via e-mail to mhack@riverton-nj.com no later than 4pm on the day of the scheduled meeting.  The public may also submit public comments in written letter form via mail or drop off to the municipal building located at 505A Howard Street Riverton, NJ 08077, during business hours no later than 4pm the day of the scheduled meeting.  Previously submitted public comment shall be read aloud and addressed during the public meeting that will be heard to all remote participants and the public.  The Board may pass over duplicate written comments; however, each duplicate comment will be noted for the record with the content summarized.  Written public questions or comment will not be treated as sworn testimony.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING ACT STATEMENT

Public Notice of this meeting has been given in the following manner:

1. Posting written notice on the official bulletin board and the door of the Borough Hall on January 29, 2021.

2. Having written notice published in the Burlington County Times on February 1, 2021.

3. Forwarding written notice for informational purposes only to the Courier Post on January 29,2021.

ROLL CALL:

	Suzanne Cairns Wells, present
	Kerry Brandt, absent
	Joe Della Penna, present

	Councilman Edgar Wilburn, present
	Pete Clifford, present
	Robert Martin, present

	Rebecca Reis, present
	Ray Paskiewicz, present
	Joseph Threston, present

	Adam Flade Alt. 1, present
	Alt. 2, Joe String, present
	Doug Aird, Alt 3,present

	Nick Jabs, Alt. 4, present
	
	


Also present was Secretary Michelle Hack, Charles Petrone, Esq., Jeff Hanson from Environmental Resolutions Inc., and Michelle Taylor of Taylor Design Group.
MINUTES:
February 23, 2021 were submitted for approval.  Mr. Threston asked for a motion to approve the minutes with minor typographical corrections noting 180 days and Mr. Flade was present.  Mr. Jabs seconded his motion. All approved in the affirmative
CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS
: Mr. Threston read a letter from Mr. Seth Broder into the record.  The letter stated that the application for 601 Lippincott, LLC that was heard on February 23 and to be continued into tonight’s meeting has been withdrawn. Liberty Waste shall vacate the site no later than May 1, 2021.  No formal action needs to be taken by the Board.
NEW BUSINESS: V-01-2021
	A.
	Name:
	Anthony and Heidi Iannuzzi

	
	Property:
	110 Carriage House
	Block:
	204
	Lot:
	11

	
	Action Desired:
	Applicant in the R8 zone seeks bulk variances to permit for relief from Chapter § 128-20(F) increasing the impervious coverage from 35% to 44.3% +/- for making property improvements to include a pool and covered patio; Applicant also seeks relief from Chapter §128-58 to retain a pre-existing non-conforming fence, and any and all variances and waivers deemed necessary by the Board


Ms. Hack confirmed that all jurisdiction items were present and compliant.  The applicant’s attorney, Mr. Alan Ettenson, Esquire introduced Tony and Heidi Iannuzzi, the applicants and property owners of 110 Carriage House and Mr. James Spratt, PE were sworn in to provide testimony and stated their credentials for acceptance, to which the Board agreed. Ms. Iannuzzi stated that they purchased the home n 2013 and the fence was existing on the front of the property. The Iannuzzi’s were not aware the fence was non-compliant until they made the application for the pool. They stated they are happy with the aesthetics and placement of the fence as well as the safety measures it has provided; it fits with the landscape and is in excellent condition so it’s been proposed to keep the fence as part of this variance request. Although Ms. Iannuzzi testified that the wooden fence at the rear of the property will be replaces with a wooden fence however it will comply with the code concerning height restrictions; the current wooden fence is 8-foot in height and will be replaced with a 6-foot fence.  Mr. Spratt submitted a pool grading plan as Exhibit A1 and noted that he did not prepare the plan it was done by another professional that specializes in that area. The plan provides for two rain garden areas. Mr. Spratt testified that even though the impervious coverage increases on paper its typical of a pool it, decreases the actual stormwater run-off. This is an inherent benefit to the application.  He further testified that there is not a history of ponding and the current run off lead through the street storm drain. The Board asked if the applicant would be willing to increase the landscape around the fence to provide more obscurity, to which Mr. and Ms. Iannuzzi agreed to; and discussed the placement of the pool operational equipment location, the existing patio that will be removed and replaced with a covered screen room.  Borough Professionals, Ms. Taylor and Mr. Hanson agreed to the placement of the pool operational equipment and that the raingardens will alleviate puddling or ponding. Ms. Taylor questioned the lighting plan, Mr. Spratt replied that the only lights will be interior in the screened patio and in the pool.  Ms. Taylor reminded the applicant of the standards for lighting not to disturb the neighbors. Mr. Threston opened the floor to for public comment.  No one choses to speak therefore closing the floor for the public comments session on this application. Mr. Threston stated for the record that in his experience this Board typically does not like to grant variances for a front yard fence however being no record of violation notices and no neighbor complaints, in addition to the fence being placed prior to the homeowners. With no further questions or comments from the Board or professionals Mr. Threston asked for a motion.  Mr. Martin motioned to approve the application as submitted with additional input from Ms. Taylor with respect to increased landscape to cover the front yard fence, rear wood fence be 6-foot in height, and increase the impervious coverage of 45% in the event an overage occurs. Mr. Della Penna seconded his motion. Roll call vote 9 ayes, 0 nay and 0 abstain. 
B.
Review of Ordinance O-2021-04 Amending the Borough Code at Chapter §110 Stormwater Controls for Master Plan Consistency
Mr. Hanson reviewed the Ordinance that introduced by Council on March 16, 2021 and is scheduled for adoption on April 20, 2021. The amendment to the Code is to establish minimum stormwater management requirements and controls for the Borough of Riverton in compliance with updated regulations as promulgated by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Services.  Mr., Hanson and Ms. Taylor each advised the Board they believe the Ordinance offers consistency with the Master Plan.
C.
Mr. Clifford moved to adopt Resolution PB-2021-06 Confirming that Ordinance O-2021-04 Amending the Borough Code at Chapter §110 Stormwater Controls is consistent with the Borough’s Master Plan. Mayor Cairns Wells seconded his motion.  Roll call vote 9 ayes, 0 nay and 0 abstain. 

OLD BUSINESS:
None
COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Council Matters of Importance to the Board –Mayor Cairns Wells stated the Governing Body hosted their first formal discussion on the cannabis legislation. She reviewed the timeline to comply for the Borough to amend their code once decisions have been made on the licensing types that may or may not be offered in the Borough. Mayor Cairns Wells updated on a recent meeting with the Borough Engineer who came out to review Howard Street for diagonal parking. It’s been determined that it’s not a viable option due to size and traffic form first responders. Last update from Mayor Cairns Wells, she has been working with Ms. Taylor on Riverton’s involvement with the U.S. Route 130 / Delaware River Corridor Plan Endorsement Assessment Report prepared by the Burlington County Bridge Commission, Department of Economic Development and Regional Planning, she will be formally naming an Advisory Committee made up of members of the Green Team, Planning Board and Governing Body. 
· Minor Site Plan- Mr. Clifford stated there is a pending application.
· Environmental Commission- Mr. Threston gave an update on the Environmental Commission’s latest meeting. 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Ms. Dalila Leon of Harrison Street came forth to inquire the status of 601 Lippincott, LLC. She was advised that the application was withdrawn and Liberty Waste is planning to vacate no later than May 1, 2021. No one additional chose to speak before the Board therefore closing the Public Comment Session.
ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn by Mr. Martin and seconded by Mr. Della Penna
Respectfully submitted:

Michelle Hack Secretary

RIVERTON PLANNING BOARD
Adopted on:
April 27, 2021
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