
March 5, 2014 
 
The work session of the Riverton Borough Council was held on the above date.  Mayor 
Brown presiding. 
PRESENT:  Council members Bianchini, Creighton, Cairns Wells, Azelby, Corbi and 
Solicitor Bruce M. Gunn 
ABSENT: Council member Kinzler 
The following statement was read by Mayor Brown: 
Public notice of this meeting, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, has been given 
by the Municipal Clerk in the following manner: 
(a) Having written notification of all meetings to be held in 2014 published in the 
Burlington County Times on December 27, 2013 
(b) Forwarding written notification of the 2014 meeting schedule to the Courier Post for 
informational purposes only on January 2, 2014 
(c) Posting written notice on the official bulletin board on January 2, 2014 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC-There was no public comment at this time 
DISCUSSION: TO DESIGNATE PAUL SCHOPP AS BOROUGH HISTORIAN 
 Mr. Schopp provided Council with detailed background information regarding his 
expertise should he be selected to serve as the Borough Historian.  Phyllis Rodgers, a 
representative from the Historical Society of Riverton (HSR), stated that the HSR 
endorses and supports the designation of Paul Schopp as the Borough’s Historian.   A 
short discussion ensued with the consensus being that Mr. Schopp be designated Borough 
Historian, with the caveat that any comments Mr. Schopp would be asked to make to the 
press deal solely with Historical information.  Mr. Schopp concurred with this. 
 Ms. Cairns Wells moved that Paul Schopp be designated to serve as Borough 
Historian for the Borough of Riverton.  This was seconded by Ms. Azelby.  A poll vote 
was then taken.  Mr. Bianchni aye, Mr. Creighton aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Ms. Azelby 
aye, Mr. Kinzler absent and Mr. Corbi aye. 
HISTORICAL SIGN ISSUE-REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY PRESENT 

Phyllis Rodgers stated that the HSR has initiated a project to create and install 
historic markers throughout the town. They are starting with public buildings. The first 
will be going to the Porch Club. Mrs. Rodgers provided a picture of what the marker 
would look like. The size would be about 12x20, on a pedestal, with a historic narrative 
of the property. Mrs. Rodgers provided background information as to where the HSR 
would be purchasing the markers. Mrs. Rodgers stated that the marker would be placed 
on the property itself but within public view.  Mrs. Rodgers stated that sample markers 
are already outside the Episcopal Church.  The HSR did not place these.  Mrs. Rodgers 
believes that by having these markers, it will bring Riverton up to another league in 
making it be a walking, historic town.  She believes this will really be an asset for the 
Borough.  After some additional discussion, it was the consensus to amend our Zoning 
Code to allow for these historical markers.  Mr. Gunn stated that Council can move 
forward and introduce this Ordinance tonight, but that a copy of the ordinance needs to be 
sent to the Planning Board for their review and concurrence by Resolution.  

 
 



ORDINANCE 2-2014 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 128, ARTICLE XVI, SECTION 68(D) 
OF THE RIVERTON ZONING CODE TO ALLOW HISTORICAL MARKERS 

ON HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT PROPERTIES IN  
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 

 The above Ordinance was read by title only for the first time by Ms. Cairns Wells, 
who moved for its adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Creighton.  A poll vote was then 
taken.  Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Creighton aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Ms. Azelby aye, Mr. 
Kinzler absent and Mr. Corbi aye.  Second reading and a public hearing on the Ordinance 
is scheduled for April 2, 2014. 
THE PLACEMENT OF A HISTORIC BICYCLE TRACK MARKER 
 Ms. Cairns Wells reported that the Historic Riverton Century is a bike race. Ms. 
Cairns Wells explained that on June 8, 1895 there was a relay 150 mile race from the 
steps of the New York Times Building to Riverton. Former Riverton resident Rob Gusky, 
an avid biker, got together with Carlos Rogers who sponsors the Criterium bike races to 
recreate this race. Ms. Cairns Wells stated that this year there would be selected riders 
(not open to the public) to participate in the recreation of this bike race on June 7th.  Ms. 
Cairns Wells reported that in the early 1900’s there was a bicycle track in Riverton 
located at the intersection of South Broad Street and Lippincott Avenue.  It is being 
proposed to place a historic bicycle track marker at the location of the gazebo near the 
river line station, which is Borough property.  Mr. Gusky is asking permission for the 
placement of the marker at this location (funding for the marker has already be obtained), 
that the Borough install the marker, that a police escort for the end of the ride in Riverton 
be provided, and to dedicate the marker on the morning before the criterium race.  Mr. 
Gunn commented that before the marker is installed, we would have to formally accept it 
as a donation by Resolution.  After additional discussion, it was the consensus of Council 
to agree with this as well as Mr. Gusky’s other requests.  Council will consider formal 
action regarding the proposed donation of this marker to the Borough at one of their April 
meetings. 
THE ARMED FORCES HERITAGE HOUSE MUSEUM-ROBERT SMYTH 
PRESENT 
 Mr. Smyth reported that the proposed site of the Armed Forces Heritage House 
Museum is to be built at Wrightstown, New Jersey, near Ft. Dix. Mr. Smyth reported that 
the mission of this museum is to preserve, present, and educate all on the rich history, 
heritage and environment of the Armed Forces.  Mr. Smyth reviewed a sample 
Resolution for Council’s consideration that supports this museum.  After a short 
discussion, it was the consensus of Council to agree with Mr. Smyth’s request.  

RESOLUTION 26-2014 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVERTON, COUNTY OF 

BURLINGTON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, RECOGNIZING AND HONORING 
THE ARMED FORCES HERITAGE HOUSE MUSEUM 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Creighton, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Ms. Cairns Wells.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. 
Bianchini aye, Mr. Creighton aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Ms. Azelby aye, Mr. Kinzler 
absent, and Mr. Corbi aye. 



 
THE PORCH CLUB’S 2014 GARDEN TOUR EVENT-PAT BRUNKER AND PAT 
MCDERMOTT PRESENT 
 Ms. Brunker and Ms. McDermott reported that this event will be held on Friday 
May 16, 2014 from 4:00pm to 8:00pm and Saturday, May 17, 2014 from 10:00am to 
4:00pm for the purpose of raising funds for the Porch Club Building Fund and to support 
the Porch Club’s charitable efforts in the community.   
AMENDING CONTRACT WITH BUILDING INSPECTION UNDERWRITERS 
(BIU) FOR ELECTRICAL INSPECTIONS 
 Ms. Cairns Wells reported that the State has reviewed our current contract with 
BIU.  They have informed us that private enforcing agencies shall charge no fees other 
than the fees set forth in N.J.A.C. 5:23-4.20 multiplied by the percentage set forth in the 
contract between the private agency and the municipality.  Therefore, BIU cannot charge 
Riverton $40.00 per inspection as specified in our contract with them.  Mr. Gunn 
commented that our Construction Official should confer with BIU on the State’s position 
as to what fees can be charged, so that an amendment can be made to our contract.     
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
PLANNING/REDEVELOPMENT 
 Mr. Bianchni reported that the Planning Board will continue to hear an appeal by 
John A. Latimer of an interpretation of the Zoning Code by the Zoning Official at their 
March 18th meeting.  Mr. Bianchni reported that this meeting will be held at the Riverton 
School Gymnasium due to the large number of people who attended last month’s meeting 
in Borough Hall and could not be adequately accommodated.   
SHADE TREE/PARK-Mr. Creighton 
 Mr. Creighton reported that he received a letter from Palmyra High School coach 
regarding their temporary outfield fence.  They would like to take it from the Charles 
Street Park and place it in our park for their baseball season.  We previously talked about 
them donating this to us. Mr. Creighton stated that their letter states that they would loan 
this fence to us and not donate it.  Ms. Cairns Wells asked if this fence would be taken off 
after every game or kept up during the entire season. Mr. Creighton responded it would 
stay for the season.  Ms. Cairns Wells was opposed to the fence being out there all 
season.  She believes it would cut the entire park in half. She is of the opinion that we 
have done well in the past without an outfield fence. She thinks it is inviting trouble and 
she doesn’t like the look of it. Mayor Brown agreed.  Discussion ensued with the 
consensus of Council being opposed to the placement of this fence in the park. 
 Mr. Creighton reviewed a previous proposal for the grass maintenance of the field 
playing areas at the park, which was over $6,000.00.  We have now received a proposal 
from Dobson Turf Management who will do all the grass maintenance of the 5 acre park 
for $3,900.00.  It was the consensus that this issue be discussed next week during our 
budget review. 
 Mr. Creighton reported that the Shade Tree Committee (Creighton, Bianchini and 
Corbi) met with Paul May, the Borough’s Tree Contractor. Shade Tree budgetary issues 
were discussed. Concerns were raised about the necessity of having a plan in place as to 
how the shade tree budget would be expended over the course of a year.  Mr. May 
understands that he is not to do any work until be talks to Mr. Creighton and is given 
approval to proceed.   



 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/COURT/CODE ENFORCEMENT-Ms. Cairns Well 

Chief John Shaw read the following reports: For January 2014: Vehicle Mileage 
2277, Juvenile Arrests 0, Adult Arrests 17 (Contempt 12, Possession of CDS 1, Drug 
Hypo 1, DWI 3), Motor Vehicle Accidents 5, Motor Vehicle Stops 186, Motor Vehicle 
Warnings 96, Motor Vehicle Summonses 90 (All Riverton), Alarms 13, Assistance to 
Other Agencies 17, Animal Complaints 4, Fire Calls 3, EMS Calls 21, Unattended 
Deaths 0, Criminal Cases 20, Incidents 380, Domestics 0, Thefts 4 (Jewelry, Electronics, 
Cash 3, Identity 1), Burglaries 2 (Residence 1 and Vehicle 1), Assaults 0, Sexual Assaults 
0, Criminal Mischief 0, Robberies 0, Miscellaneous Calls 259, Total Calls Dispatched 
639, Incidents 380 and Quick Calls 259. For February 2014: Vehicle Mileage 2250, 
Juvenile Arrests 3 (Loitering to obtain CDS), Adult Arrests 21 (Contempt 13, Possession 
of CDS 4, Drug Para 2, DWI 1, Hindering 2, Simple Assault 1-These figures represent 
people who were arrested and the charges against them), Motor Vehicle Accidents 3, 
Motor Vehicle Stops 153, Motor Vehicle Warnings 53, Motor Vehicle Summonses 100 
(all Riverton), Alarms 11, Assistance to Other Agencies 9, Animal Complaints 3, Fire 
Calls 3, EMS Calls 17, Unattended Deaths 0, Criminal Cases 20, Incidents 287, 
Domestics 1, Thefts 2 (jewelry, electronics, cash), Burglaries 1 (Residence) Assaults 1, 
Sexual Assaults 0, Criminal Mischief 0, Robberies 0, Miscellaneous Calls 251, Total 
Calls Dispatched 538, Incidents 287 and Quick Calls 251. 
 Chief Shaw also read a 2013 Internal Affairs Report for Council’s information.  A 
copy is on file in the Police Department.   
 Ms. Cairns Wells read a report that was submitted by Court Administrator, Jackie 
Gleason.  For the month of December the total receipts amounted to $8,764.00.  The total 
amount disbursed to Riverton amounted to $4,068.01. 
 Chief Shaw announced that Kristin Romognoli has submitted her resignation as a 
Crossing Guard. Chief Shaw reported that her recommended replacement would be Joan 
Renee Collazo. Chief Shaw reported that Garret Lavaggi submitted his resignation as 
Patrolman.  Ms. Cairns Wells reported that the Public Safety Committee would be 
making a recommendation to Council at next week’s meeting to fill this position.  Ms. 
Cairns Wells announced that the Public Safety Committee is recommending that Council 
appoint Robert A.Verry as Hearing Officer for Police Disciplinary Matters for 2014.   
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING ROBERT A. VERRY AS HEARING OFFICER 

FOR POLICE DISCIPLINARY MATTERS FOR 2014 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Ms. Cairns Wells, who moved for 
its adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Creighton.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. 
Bianchini aye, Mr. Creighton aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Ms. Azelby aye, Mr. Kinzler 
absent and Mr. Corbi aye. 

RESOLUTION 28-2014 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF ONE CROSSING GUARD 

FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 2013-2014 SCHOOL YEAR 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Ms. Cairns Wells, who moved for 
its adoption. This was seconded Mr. Creighton.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. 



Bianchini aye, Mr. Creighton aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Ms. Azelby aye, Mr. Kinzler 
absent and Mr. Corbi aye. 

RESOLUTION 29-2014 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING POLICE OFFICER MATTHEW KIRK TO 

UTILIZE ACCUMULATED VACATION TIME PENDING APPROVAL OF HIS 
DISABILITY PENSION APPLICATION BY THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
 The above Resolution was read by title only by Ms. Cairns Wells, who moved for 
its adoption.  This was seconded by Ms. Azelby.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. 
Bianchini nay, Mr. Creighton aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Ms. Azelby aye, Mr. Kinzler 
absent and Mr. Corbi aye.  
STREETS/SEWER/RECYCLING-Mr. Corbi 
 Mr. Corbi reported that expenses are up due to all the snow storms we have had. 
 Mr. Corbi reported that Environmental Resolutions, our Streets and Roads 
Engineer, had submitted an engineering estimate for proposed work on the Elm Terrace 
and Cedar Street Improvements in the amount of $93,200.00.  Mr. Corbi reported that the 
firm has now reduced their estimated charges by ten thousand dollars.  Both Ms. Cairns 
Wells and Ms. Azelby expressed concern that we have nothing to compare this estimate 
to.  They requested that we contact our Borough Engineer, Alaimo Associates and ask 
them to submit their engineering proposal for this road work. Mr. Corbi was asked to find 
out first if Alaimo Associates would charge the Borough to do this estimated proposal.  
Council will be kept apprised of this situation. 
SCHOOL/BOARD OF HEALTH/ENVIRONMENTAL-Ms. Azelby 
 Ms. Azelby asked that Ann Martin, the newly appointed member to the Local 
Board of Health, be included with our new directory.   

Ms. Azelby reminded Council that the Superintendent of the School had 
previously asked about the possibility of relocating the three polling districts from the 
School gymnasium to another location in the Borough.  Ms. Azelby reported that the 
Solicitor provided a written analysis of the statute on the selection of polling places, 
which is on file with the Municipal Clerk and was distributed to the Superintendent of the 
School as well as the Board of Education.  Mr. Gunn provided an overview regarding his 
analysis.  Mr. Gunn stated that preference to a location is given to public buildings and 
schools as polling places. It was acknowledged that the Borough has very limited options 
to suggest a change in the polling locations that would meet the specific criteria.  The 
Clerk reported that certification of the school as the polling place for our three districts 
for 2014 was already submitted to the County Board of Elections by the March 3rd 
deadline.  Ms. Azelby thought we should keep the issue open for further exploration.  
PRELIMINARY AGENDA FOR MARCH 12-The Clerk reviewed this with the 
Governing Body. 
 Mayor Brown announced that Michael Powers recently resigned as Alternate No. 
4 for the Planning Board. A replacement candidate will be chosen as quickly as possible. 
 Mayor Brown announced that the applicant for the proposed hazardous waste 
incinerator to be constructed in Bristol, Pa. has withdrawn his application. 
  



There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Cairns Wells moved that the 
meeting be adjourned.  This was seconded by Mr. Creighton, with all present voting in 
the affirmative. 

 
 

Mary Longbottom, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


