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RIVERTON BOROUGH PLANNING BOARD 

MINUTES 

November 15, 2011 

 

The Public Session of the Planning Board was called to order at 7:04 PM by Chairman Joseph Creighton. 

Public Notice of this meeting pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act has been given in the following 

manner: 

 

1. Posting notice on the official bulletin board in the Borough Office on January 26, 2011. 

2. Required Service of notice and publication in the Burlington County Times on January 31, 2011. 

 

PRESENT: Joseph Creighton, Joseph Threston, Mayor Robert Martin, and Mary Lodato. 

Also Present:  Solicitor Tom Coleman and secretary Ken Palmer. 

 

ABSENT:  Councilwoman Suzanne Wells, Robert Bednarek, and Tracy Foedisch. 

 

MINUTES: A motion was made by the Joseph Threston and seconded by Robert Martin to adopt the 

minutes of the October 18, 2011 regular meeting as distributed.  The voice vote was unanimous. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. 2012 Budget Request from Mary Longbottom 

2. One voucher and invoice to be presented under new business. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Council Matters of Importance to the Board – The mayor reported that Council had adopted the ordinance to 

dissolve the zoning board and reconstitute an expanded planning board combing the functions of both boards.  

The ordinance is effective January 1, 2012.  The Borough is participating in a DCA feasibility study on possibly 

merging the police departments of Riverton and Palmyra and that the Borough has also reached out to possibly 

including Cinnaminson in the study.  The mayor congratulated mayor elect Bill Brown; and councilmen elect 

Joe Creighton, Mike Kinzler, and Bill Corbi.  The mayor reminded the board that the annual tree lighting 

ceremony will take place on Friday, December 2 and, the biennial library house tour will be held on December 

3. 

 

COAH – Tom Coleman reported that the supreme court had not yet set a date to consider the numerous suits 

filed at the appellate court level.  Fair Share Housing has also filed appeals at the appellate level challenging the 

governor's decision to abolish COAH and the rules DCA has put in place.  Tom stated that people at the state 

level feel it could be a year at the earliest before matters are resolved.  Tom also discussed the e-mail 

correspondence (that has also been forwarded to the board) from Tamara concerning reports that the Local 

Planning Services Division within DCA is in the process of drafting rules and regulations as to how 

uncommitted local unit housing trust fund monies will escheat to the State of New Jersey at a specific time 

point in the future.  Tom reviewed his thoughts on the matter and feels that the board should make it a topic of 

future meetings so the subject is not forgotten.  It was recommended that the secretary re-forward the e-mail to 

the new board's members after the first of the year so they are reminded of the topic.  Tom also asked if a new 

Municipal Housing Liaison is going to be appointed.  The mayor responded that it will be left to the new mayor 

and Council to handle.  It was discussed that the planning board should play an active role in advising the 

mayor as well as helping encourage a suitable volunteer for the post. 

 

Environmental Commission – Joe Threston reported that he had not a lot to report.  Fund raising continues for 

the school project; however any new planting probably will not occur until Spring.  The next meeting will be on 

11/17. 

  

Minor Site Plan Applications – Mary Lodato reported that there were no new applications. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

Invoices and vouchers: 

1. 11/3/11, Raymond, Coleman & Heinold, LLP, $470.00, review, legal research, and draft revisions to 

ordinance to combine boards; and prepare and attend October meeting. 

 

There was discussion on which board should pay the ordinance related work and it was decided since the 

zoning board is going to be dissolved, and the planning board has the funds in its budget; to put it through as a 

planning board expense unless Council's budget folks decide differently.  A motion was made by Joseph 

Threston, seconded by Mary Lodato, and unanimously approved to pay the submitted item as presented.  The 

secretary will have it signed and submitted for payment. 

 

Cancel December Meeting – The board discussed cancelling the December meeting since it was several days 

before Christmas and there was no pressing business before the board.  Tom Coleman stated that was 

permissible as long as it was properly noticed and that it provided that the decision is rescinded if any business 

is brought to the board in the interim.  Joe Threston motioned, Mary Lodato seconded, and the board 

unanimously approved that the December 20, 2011 board meeting be cancelled unless business is brought 

before the board and that the secretary notice the matter as required. 

 

Miscellaneous – The mayor thanked the board members, secretary, and Tom for their efforts this year and 

during his tenure as mayor; especially the board's efforts to make the board an organization that achieves 

results while respecting the opinions of the Borough's citizens.  Joe Threston and other board members 

thanked the mayor for his eight years of service as mayor and hoped he would continue his interest in the 

board. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – The chair noted for the record that there were no members of the public present. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM. (motion by Threston, second by Martin) 

 

Next meeting is on 1/17/2012 at 7:00 pm in the Borough Hall. 

Tape is on file for one year. 

 

 

 

Kenny C. Palmer, Jr., Secretary 

RIVERTON PLANNING BOARD 


