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RIVERTON BOROUGH PLANNING BOARD 

MINUTES 

April 19, 2011 

 

The Public Session of the Planning Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairman Joseph Creighton. 

Public Notice of this meeting pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act has been given in the following 

manner: 

 

1. Posting notice on the official bulletin board in the Borough Office on January 26, 2011. 

2. Required Service of notice and publication in the Burlington County Times on January 31, 2011. 

 

PRESENT: Joseph Creighton, Armand Bianchini, Joseph Threston, Cheryl Progin, Mayor Robert Martin,  

Councilwoman Suzanne Wells (arrived at 7:15 during discussion on Homewood Drive), Mary 

Lodato, and Robert Bednarek. 

Also Present:  Solicitor Berge Tumaian for Tom Coleman and secretary Ken Palmer. 

 

ABSENT:  None. 

 

MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mayor Martin and seconded by Joseph Threston to adopt the minutes of 

the March 15, 2011 regular meeting as distributed.  The voice vote was unanimous. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. 1 voucher/invoice as presented under New Business. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

COAH – Cheryl Progin reported that the project and service list have been filed.  Cheryl is working with Betty 

Boyle to make sure the financial report coincides with the Borough records.  Berge Tumaian reviewed that 

Governor Christie had scrapped a proposed revision to the COAH rules. 

 

Environmental Commission – Joe Threston reported that the commission had met with a Burlington County 

College student who presented a program on using the GIS program to identify areas along the Pompeston 

Creek.  The commission continues work on the Riverton School's rain garden project with plantings scheduled 

to begin Friday.  The Borough has planted many new trees. 

 

Minor Site Plan Applications – Mary Lodato reviewed that she and the chair had reviewed and approved an 

application for Performance Studio at 515 Main Street.  The business will offer dance and acting lessons. 

 

Current and Future Site Plan Developments – The secretary updated the board that the county had finally 

approved the Antonucci plan; and, pending receipt of a copy of the deed restriction and additional escrow 

deposit, the plans can be signed by the chair and secretary. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Invoices and vouchers: 

1. 4/4/11, Raymond, Coleman & Heinold, LLP, $242.00, prepare and attend March meeting and general 

business advice.  PAY FROM GENERAL BUDGET 

 

A motion was made by Joseph Threston, seconded by Armand Bianchini, and unanimously approved to pay the 

submitted vouchers and invoices as presented.  The secretary will have them signed and submitted for payment. 
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OLD BUSINESS 

 

Group Home on Homewood Drive Issues – Armand Bianchini and Suzanne Wells updated the board on 

resolving issues at the property.  The location of the fire department connection may have to remain at its 

current location because of fire regulations.  It was again stressed that the state has ruled that a group home 

must be treated as a single family residence and unless there are variances involved, the planning and zoning 

boards are not involved in an official capacity.  Mary Lodato stated she continues to monitor issues and 

concerns as they arise. 

 

Council Matters of Importance to the Board and 2011 Budget –The municipal portion of the Borough 

budget has been revisited and after further work is now flat for this year.  The school budget still calls for 

around a 2
%

 increase and is being voted on tonight at the school board election.  John Shaw was appointed and 

sworn in as the Borough's new Chief of Police. 

  

Zoning and Related Land Use Code changes – The ordinance to correct the zoning map was adopted on 

second reading at the April meeting.  The board reviewed the proposed revision to the Height of Building 

definition which was introduced at the April meeting.  A motion was made by Joseph Threston and seconded by 

the mayor that the board endorses the proposed revision and recommends Council adopt it.  The secretary will 

prepare and forward the required resolution to Council for its May meeting.  The ordinance to correct the 

swimming pool code to agree with the construction code has been introduced.  Work on the noise ordinance has 

been tabled until additional issues are researched.  The board discussed possible suggestions for the noise 

ordinance. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – The chair noted for the record that there were no members of the public present. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM. (motion by Threston, second by Martin) 

 

Next meeting is on 5/17/2011 at 7:00 pm in the Borough Hall. 

Tape is on file. 

 

 

Kenny C. Palmer, Jr., Secretary 

RIVERTON PLANNING BOARD 


