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RIVERTON BOROUGH PLANNING BOARD 

MINUTES 

October 19, 2010 

 

The Public Session of the Planning Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairman Joe Creighton. 

Public Notice of this meeting pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act has been given in the following 

manner: 

 

1. Posting notice on the official bulletin board in the Borough Office on January 25, 2010. 

2. Required Service of notice and publication in the Burlington County Times on January 24, 2010. 

 

PRESENT: Joseph Creighton, Armand Bianchini, Joseph Threston, Mayor Robert Martin, Councilwoman 

Suzanne Wells, Mary Lodato, and Robert Bednarek. 

Also Present:  Solicitor Tom Coleman and secretary Ken Palmer. 

 

ABSENT:  Muriel Alls-Moffat and Cheryl Progin. 

 

MINUTES:  A correction was noted on page 3 of the minutes, and a motion was made by Suzanne Wells and 

seconded by Bob Martin to adopt the minutes of the September 21, 2010 regular meeting as amended.  The 

voice vote was unanimous. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. 10/13/10, copy of 10/8/10 NJLM Mayor's Fax Advisory regarding court decision striking down part of the 

COAH 3rd round regulations. 

2. 4 vouchers/invoices as presented under New Business. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

The chair stated he wished to move the topic of COAH to the end of the meeting. 

 

Council Matters of Importance to the Board – Suzanne reported that Council had approved submission to 

the county freeholders for a grant for park and sport fields improvements.  The purchase of file cabinets has 

been approved for Borough Hall.  Suzanne reported that the board is well below its budget so far this year.  

Suzanne was concerned with a Brandenburger escrow account that was short and it was reviewed it was an 

inspection related account for the Broad Street property. 

 

Zoning and Related Land Use Code changes – The topic was tabled until next month. 

 

Environmental Commission – Joe Threston reported that the Pompeston Watershed Association had made a 

presentation to Council.  The Borough will be receiving an award at the Association's annual award 

presentation on 10/30. 

 

Minor Site Plan Applications – Mary Lodato reported that an application had been submitted to operate an art 

gallery at 530 Main Street, (the building next to Zena's).  The application was approved by the chair and Mary. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Invoices and vouchers: 

1. 10/4/10, Tamara Lee, $180.00, Planning Board application review tutorial work 9/1-9/30/10.  (General 

Planning Budget) 

2. 10/4/10, Raymond, Coleman & Heinold, LLP, $200.00, prepare and attend September meeting. 

3. 10/4/10, Raymond, Coleman & Heinold, LLP, $294.00, Antonucci Site Plan Application related work 9/1-

9/30/10.  PAY FROM ESCROW 

4. 09/21/10, Stout & Caldwell Engineers, LLC, $1,937.50, Antonucci Site Plan Application Review through 
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8/31/10.  PAY FROM ESCROW  HELD FROM LAST MONTH 

 

Suzanne reported that she had not been able to follow up on the Stout and Caldwell invoice until recently and 

was awaiting a return phone call to clarify questions on the invoice.  Suzanne feels there may be a possible 

duplication of charges and asked if the board would hold off considering the invoice for another month.  A 

motion was made by Joe Threston, seconded by the mayor, and unanimously approved to hold the Stout and 

Caldwell voucher and pay the other vouchers as presented.  The secretary will have the others signed and 

submitted for payment. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

COAH – Joe Creighton reviewed that there had been a correspondence of e-mails between Muriel and himself 

as well as Suzanne, the mayor and Tamara.  Muriel had voiced concerns that Jeannie Drobit of Quality 

Management Associates was upset with Suzanne and Tom and Muriel felt that the Borough was in danger of 

losing any agreements with Quality Management.  Suzanne stated that her only recent conversations with 

Jeannie had occurred during the summer when she spoke with Jeannie to follow up on a Homewood Drive 

resident who had questions regarding the group home.  Suzanne related that her conversation had been cordial 

and she had thanked Jeannie for the information and that was all she recalled.  Tom stated that he had not 

spoken with Jeannie since April or May when Ms. Drobit had inquired as to when the funds might be available 

towards a second group home.  Tom recalled that he had been very cordial with Jeannie and thought everything 

had been explained and that he was not aware of any ill feelings.  He stated that due to previous concerns by 

Muriel, he had been very sensitive in his dealings with Jeannie.  He wishes that Ms. Drobit had contacted him 

directly with any concerns.  Suzanne reviewed that this is not first time Muriel has brought up her concerns and 

the explanation had been the same then that no one but Muriel had been made aware of any supposed problems. 

The chair stated he is not sure where all this is coming from and/or why Muriel seems to come away with these 

concerns.  The chair thinks that while Muriel has done an excellent job in her COAH related efforts; but, 

perhaps Muriel should be asked to back away from her repeated contacts as they may be becoming 

counterproductive.  Tom concurred that while he appreciates Muriel's efforts, perhaps things would be better if 

Muriel stepped back and instead, when needed, work through Tamara and himself as the professionals when 

contact with either Quality Management or COAH was needed.  Suzanne felt that since the plan is complete 

and awaiting approval and there is nothing further officially that can occur; that perhaps Muriel should refrain 

from any further uninitiated official contact with COAH or Quality Management.  The chair stated that he had 

hoped the matter could be discussed tonight and resolved with any hurt feelings held to a minimum.  Joe 

Creighton feels the intention is to ensure that trouble is not stirred up when there is none to start with.  Suzanne, 

the mayor, and other board members concluded the issues need to be resolved and the hearsay allegations are 

not helpful.  Various avenues were discussed and it was agreed Muriel has worked hard to develop contacts and 

it was felt she had the Borough's best interests at heart.  It was concluded that further discussions with Muriel 

on this matter should be limited to her, the chair, and the mayor and any outside contacts such as QMA or 

COAH not be included.  Muriel's official position should be reviewed and that perhaps Muriel should be 

encouraged to make sure that Tom and or Tamara are always part of any further official dealings with QMA 

and COAH.  The chair agreed that he would initiate a dialog with Muriel.  Tom Coleman offered to assist in the 

discussion topics. 

 

As to the progress with the COAH submission, Tom reviewed what portion of the COAH third round 

regulations that had been invalidated and reviewed his and Tamara's opinions on the options the Borough has.  

COAH has five months to get revisions to the court; but that does not reflect the longer time period until 

anything may become law.  Tom and Tamara feel that while the Borough could request a hold on further 

consideration pending future legislation; there is no way at present to know what any revised obligation may 

end up being.  As long as the Borough is comfortable with its submission, Tom and Tamara feel that given how 

far along the review and approval process is, the Borough should continue to move forward with the current 

plan with mediation if needed.  Both of them feel the results will be positive.  If not positive and the plan has to 

be modified, then the Borough can consider requesting a stay of further consideration until pending resolution 

of the regulations.   
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PUBLIC COMMENT – The chair noted for the record that there were no members of the public present. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM. (motion by Threston, second by Martin) 

 

Next meeting is on 11/16/2010 at 7:00 pm in the Borough Hall. 

Tape is on file. 

 

 

Kenny C. Palmer, Jr., Secretary 

RIVERTON PLANNING BOARD 


