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RIVERTON BOROUGH PLANNING BOARD 

MINUTES 

November 16, 2010 

 

The Public Session of the Planning Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairman Joe Creighton. 

Public Notice of this meeting pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act has been given in the following 

manner: 

 

1. Posting notice on the official bulletin board in the Borough Office on January 25, 2010. 

2. Required Service of notice and publication in the Burlington County Times on January 24, 2010. 

 

PRESENT: Joseph Creighton, Armand Bianchini, Muriel Alls-Moffat, Joseph Threston, Mayor Robert 

Martin, Councilwoman Suzanne Wells, Mary Lodato, Cheryl Progin, and Robert Bednarek. 

Also Present:  Solicitor Tom Coleman and secretary Ken Palmer. 

 

ABSENT:  None. 

 

MINUTES:  A motion was made by Suzanne Wells and seconded by Joseph Threston to adopt the minutes of 

the October 19, 2010 regular meeting as distributed.  The voice vote was unanimous. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. 10/27/10, copy 10/26/10 NJLM Mayor's Fax Advisory regarding an appeal of part of the court decision striking 

down COAH 3rd round regulations.  The League feels the "Growth Share" portion should not have been struck 

down. 

2. 11/10/10, copy 11/5/10 NJLM Mayor's Fax Advisory regarding State Assembly scheduled to begin consideration 

of A-3347 and S-1, the bills to abolish COAH and other changes in the State's affordable housing laws. 

3. 11/10/10, copy 11/8/10 NJLM Mayor's Fax Advisory regarding the Government Records Council alerting 

communities that the latest OPRA copying fees schedule legislation is effective 11/9/10.  Unless a public agency 

can show that the actual duplication cost exceeds the legislated limit, the cost is $0.05 per letter size page or 

$0.07 per legal size page or larger.  

4. Five vouchers/invoices as presented under New Business. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

COAH – Joe Creighton asked Tom if he could provide a review of the League's opinion that striking down the 

Growth Share portion of the COAH regulations was incorrect, the court decision's impact on COAH operations 

in general, and status of the Borough's submission.  Tom reviewed the drawn out process for response to the 

court decision.  Tom stated he understands that plans submitted to COAH which are close to a final decision, 

including the Borough's are going forward.  Tom reviewed that both he and Tamara feel that as long as the 

Borough is comfortable with its submission, it is best to proceed and know what the Borough has rather than 

wait and maybe have to start all over again.  Aside from the mediation matter, which Tom feels should be 

almost a formality to resolve; Tom feels the Borough is very close to getting approval. 

 

Muriel reported on her activity during the past month.  Muriel discussed her dissatisfaction with what she 

unconsidered unprofessionalism by the board.  Muriel then asked to read a letter of resignation and that it be 

made a part of the record.  Her letter is included below.  The chair thanked Muriel for her service and Muriel 

left the meeting. 
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Council Matters of Importance to the Board – Suzanne reported that Council had recognized Riverton Police 

Patrolman John Shaw in his apprehension of a repeat bank robber in town.  The annual tree lighting will be on 

12/3.  The proposed dog park in the park will be presented to Council at the December meeting.  The mayor and 

Suzanne reported that following seven years of protracted negotiations, Council had approved the demolition of 

622 Thomas Avenue. 

 

Zoning and Related Land Use Code changes – Suzanne distributed copies and reviewed the following 

proposed Borough Code changes: 

 

 114-8, Setback requirements for swimming pools – bring into agreement with the construction code.  

 A proposed noise ordinance for residential zones. 

 128-10, Upper-floor apartments and first floor business. 

 

The board discussed and proposed changes to the proposed noise ordinance.  The board discussed 128-110 and 

feels the ordinance as it stands is fine for a single business in a building.  It was unclear as to the concerns of 

the zoning board about 128-110 and Suzanne agreed to follow up with the zoning board chairman.  The changes 

will be introduced to Council in 2011.  In addition, Council will be asked to revise the zoning map to correct an 

error that indicates a split zoned property in the R15 district. 

 

The next set of possible revisions will consider the impact of the state's new "Time of Decision" regulations 

which go into effect in 2011.  Also to be reviewed is the fence ordinance.  Mary Lodato suggested that the 

Borough's sign ordinance should be reviewed for inconsistencies with the Uniform Construction Code. 
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Environmental Commission – Joe Threston reported that the Pompeston Watershed Association had 

presented their award to the Borough at their annual award presentation on 10/30.  Joe Threston stated he would 

not be attending the commission meeting on 11/18.  The commission may be discussing possible grant monies 

for the watershed area in town.  Mrs. Ward will be meeting with Mike Robinson to discuss possible 

amendments to the watershed ordinance. 

  

Minor Site Plan Applications – Mary Lodato reported that none had been submitted since the last board 

meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Invoices and vouchers: 

1. 11/1/10, Tamara Lee, $247.50, COAH submission related work from July-October 2010.  PAY FROM 

TRUST FUND DEVELOPMENT FEES 

2. 11/2/10, Raymond, Coleman & Heinold, LLP, $200.00, prepare and attend October meeting.  PAY FROM 

GENERAL BUDGET 

3. 11/2/10, Raymond, Coleman & Heinold, LLP, $210.00, COAH related work during October 2010.  PAY 

FROM TRUST FUND DEVELOPMENT FEES 

4. 10/28/10, Stout & Caldwell Engineers, LLC, $500.00, "REVISED" Antonucci Site Plan Application 

Review work through 8/31/10.  PAY FROM ESCROW  HELD FROM LAST MONTH 

5. 10/19/10, Stout & Caldwell Engineers, LLC, $583.75, Antonucci Site Plan Application Review work 

through 9/30/10.  PAY FROM ESCROW 

 

Suzanne reported that she had not been able to follow up on the "held" Stout and Caldwell invoice and thanked 

Ken Palmer for resolving the board's concerns which are reflected in the revised invoice.  The chair voiced 

concern over the charges in the S&C 10/19 invoice for the attendance by Bill Long of Alaimo for the actual 

hearing.  The chair stated that the charges should correspond to the charges as presented in S&C's current 

contract.  The board concurred that the charges should be reviewed and feels the applicant should only be 

charged according to the contract schedule.  The chair suggested the 10/19 invoice should be held until he 

reviews the contract and gets back to the board.  A motion was made by Suzanne Wells, seconded by Joseph 

Threston, and unanimously approved to hold the 10/19 Stout and Caldwell voucher for $583.75 and pay the 

other vouchers as presented.  The secretary will have the others signed and submitted for payment. 

 

Salute to the flag at board meetings – Suzanne Wells mentioned that she was used to saluting the flag as part 

of public meetings and wondered if it was appropriate to do the same at board meetings.  The board felt it was a 

good idea.  Joseph Threston motioned, Armand Bianchini seconded, and the board passed unanimously to make 

a salute to the flag part of the order of business and to add it to the agenda beginning the next meeting. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – Suzanne Wells motioned and Joseph Threston seconded to open the meeting to public 

comment. 

 Pat Lynch commented that Muriel should be recognized by the board and Council for her COAH work 

especially if the Borough receives approval of its plan. 

There was no further comment and Joseph Threston motioned and Suzanne Wells seconded to close the 

meeting to public comment. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:02 PM. (motion by Wells, second by Threston) 

 

Next meeting is on 12/21/2010 at 7:00 pm in the Borough Hall. 

Tape is on file. 

 

 

Kenny C. Palmer, Jr., Secretary 

RIVERTON PLANNING BOARD 


