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RIVERTON BOROUGH PLANNING BOARD 

MINUTES 

May 18, 2010 

 

The Public Session of the Planning Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairman Joe Creighton. 

Public Notice of this meeting pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act has been given in the following 

manner: 

 

1. Posting notice on the official bulletin board in the Borough Office on January 25, 2010. 

2. Required Service of notice and publication in the Burlington County Times on January 24, 2010. 

 

PRESENT: Joseph Creighton, Muriel Alls-Moffat, Armand Bianchini, Joseph Threston, Mayor Robert 

Martin, Mary Lodato, Cheryl Progin, and Robert Bednarek. 

Also Present:  Solicitor Tom Coleman and Secretary Ken Palmer. 

 

ABSENT:  Councilwoman Suzanne Wells. 

 

MINUTES:  A motion was made by Joe Threston and seconded by Armand Bianchini to adopt the minutes of 

the April 20, 2010 regular meeting as distributed.  The voice vote was unanimous. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. 5/5/2010, copy of NJLM, Mayor's Fax Advisory concerning the new legislation signed by governor regarding 

Time of Decision Rule. 

2. 5/13/2010, copy of NJLM, Mayor's Fax Advisory concerning Gov. Christie's Affordable Housing 

Announcement. 

3. 5/18/2010, copy of letter to mayor from Sean Thompson, Acting Exec. Director of COAH stating that no 

objections had been filed during the 45 day comment period on the Borough's petition for 3rd round 

certification. 

4. 2 vouchers/invoices as presented under New Business. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

Council Matters of Importance to the Board including 2010 Budget – The mayor reported that Council had 

begun meeting once a month as of the May meeting and that Council had adopted the 2010 budget on second 

reading.  The mayor summarized developments concerning the deteriorated conditions with the house on 

Thomas Avenue and the home may end up being demolished if things cannot be resolved.  Council has begun 

considering a proposal to build a dog park in a section of Riverton Park.  Councilman Kinzler reported that 

$7,800.00 was approved as the board's "general or other" line item budget. 

 

2010 Goals and Objectives – The topic was tabled until next month. 

 

Zoning and Related Land Use Code changes – The topic was tabled to next month. 

 

Environmental Commission – Joe Threston reported that there had been no meetings since the last planning 

board meeting.  He will attend the meeting on 5/20.  Joe reminded the members that everyone was welcome to 

participate in the town wide cleanup of the Park on Saturday, 5/22. 

 

Minor Site Plan Applications – Mary Lodato reported that no applications had been received. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Invoices and vouchers: 

1. 05/04/10, Raymond, Coleman & Heinold, $200.00, for general business advice and attend April meeting. 

2. 05/04/10, Raymond, Coleman & Heinold, $105.00, for advice and work with the Borough regarding 
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grandfathered uses of the property at 408 Main Street. 

 

The secretary provide background information regarding 408 Main Street.  There was no further discussion and 

a motion was made by Joe Threston, seconded by Muriel Alls-Moffat, and unanimously approved to pay the 

vouchers as presented.  The secretary will have them signed and submitted for payment. 

 

Conditions at Group Home on Homewood Drive – Armand stated he was concerned about what appears to 

be a large amount of standing water at the site.  Mary Lodato stated she would follow up on the matter in 

conjunction with the construction official.  Muriel stated she would speak with Mrs. Drobit about it. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

COAH – Tom Coleman briefed the board on late information that had been received that COAH was revising 

the 5/18 notice to the Borough that an objection had been filed on 5/14 against the Borough's petition.  The filer 

is known to challenge every submission that is filed.  Tom feels at first glance that the objection may be 

baseless since it appears the objection is to something that COAH had directed the Borough to include in its 

revised submission.  Tom reviewed the mediation process.  Tom stated he is not even sure what the status of 

COAH will be by the time any mediation is scheduled.  Tom feels things should be quickly resolved if COAH 

review continues.  Muriel stated that Tamara still feels confident that the Borough should hopefully be certified 

in the near future.  Muriel encouraged everyone to think positive.  Cheryl Progin asked Tom if he feels that if 

COAH is abolished it might be replaced by something even more bureaucratic.  Tom replied that he had 

recently prepared a summary of developments and that he would forward a copy for the board.  He feels that if 

COAH is abolished, something will replace it; but, he feels it will be less intrusive.  New Jersey is one of the 

few if only state that has a constitutionally mandated responsibility to ensure that affordable housing is 

provided. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – The chair noted for the record that there were no members of the public present. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 PM. (motion by Alls-Moffat, second by Threston) 

 

Next meeting is on 06/15/2010 at 7:00 pm in the Borough Hall. 

Tape is on file. 

 

 

Kenny C. Palmer, Jr., Secretary 

RIVERTON PLANNING BOARD 


