
November 10, 2010 
The regular meeting of the Riverton Borough Council was held on the above date.  
Mayor Martin presiding. 
PRESENT: Council members Brown, Cairns Wells, Smyth, Kinzler (arrived at 7:32pm), 
Myers and Solicitor Bruce M. Gunn 
ABSENT: Council member Katella 
The following statement was read by Mayor Martin: 
Pubic notice of this meeting, pursuant to the Open Public Meeting Act, has been given by 
the Municipal Clerk in the following manner: 
(a) Having written notification of all meetings to be held in 2010 published in the 
Burlington County Times on December 27, 2009 
(b) Posting written notice on the official bulletin board on January 6, 2010 
 The open and closed session minutes from October 13 were then presented.  Mr. 
Brown moved that these minutes be approved as submitted. This was seconded by Ms. 
Cairns Wells.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. Katella absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. 
Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler absent and Mr. Myers aye. 

PROCLAMATION 
RECOGNIZING PATROLMAN JOHN SHAW 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
 Mr. Brown read the above Proclamation in full.  Patrolman Shaw was recognized 
by Borough Council for his role in the capture of the suspect for robbing the Beneficial 
Bank (Riverton branch).  Chief Willis then presented Civil Service Award certificates to 
Beneficial Bank employees, Julianne Rudd, Marina Lucic and Deirdre Saia.  Patrolman 
Shaw stated that the information they provided was relayed to him and assisted him in 
locating the suspect. 
UPDATE ON POSSIBLE DEMOLITION OF 622 THOMAS AVENUE 
 Mr. Brown introduced Laura Scurko, Esquire, a representative of Financial 
Freedom Bank to address Council on this issue. Ms. Scurko reported that Financial 
Freedom has been heavily involved in this particular property. Her client has obtained the 
services of a contractor who has obtained bids for some of the work that the Borough’s 
Construction Official has indicated is necessary to resolve the issues on this property.  
Ms. Scurko reported that conversations with the contractor and the Borough’s 
Construction Official have centered mainly on demolition than actual repairs.  Ms Scurko 
also reported that she has had many conversations with the Borough’s Solicitor regarding 
this property.  Mr. Gunn furnished her with the public quotes for the possible demolition 
of this property.  This information has been forwarded onto her client, who is still 
interested in exploring the repair of the property.  However, her client is also exploring 
getting bids for demolition because they believe it may be cheaper (if the property is to be 
demolished) for her client to do it, rather than the Borough. A tax lien would then be 
imposed. 

  Ms. Scurko informed Council that, at this point, her client intends to do a 
complete analysis to see whether or not it makes financial sense to actually do the repairs 
on the property. Ms. Scurko reported that this property has been in foreclosure for quite 
some time. The former owners of the property are deceased. The bank’s final judgment 
application has been pending in Trenton since July of 2009.  Ms. Scurko explained that 
once final judgment is entered, a writ is issued by the court, which is then submitted to 



the sheriff, who then schedules a sales date. The sheriff will advertise the sale for 4 
consecutive weeks and then the sale will take place.  A request for an adjournment of 
these proceedings could be made by one of the heirs but she doesn’t think this will be the 
case.  On behalf of her client, Ms. Scurko is requesting the Council give them more time 
(60 to 90 days) to do the analysis.   
 Mr. Brown reported that the court ordered the demolition of the property back in 
February, 2010. Mr. Brown believes that there is a big lack of communication between 
Ms. Scurko’s office, the bank and the Borough.  Mr. Brown stated that the issues with 
this property have been ongoing for the past 7 years and nothing’s been done about it.  
The Borough has received 4 quotes for demolition.  Ms. Scurko stated that she shares Mr. 
Brown’s frustration.  Ms. Scurko reported that she heard from her client today that if the 
decision is the bank’s to demolish or not to demolish, this decision has not been made.  
She reiterated their position that they still want to explore repairing as opposed to 
demolition.  Ms. Scurko stated that the Borough does have a couple of engineering 
reports on this property.   

Mr. Kinzler asked what it is that the bank doesn’t have that would warrant 
Council giving them more time.  Ms. Scurko responded that her client wants to submit 
the bids to the Constructional Official to obtain permits to make the repairs on the 
property.  Once the permits are issued, they would know that the repairs are sufficient to 
address the concerns of the Construction Official.  Ms. Cairns Wells stated that she 
believes we already have received estimates from Financial Freedom Bank to make the 
repairs and that our Construction Official has stated that these estimates do not address 
everything that was in his initial notice of violation.  Ms. Cairns Wells expressed her 
displeasure that Financial Freedom Bank is now requesting additional time.  Where have 
they been all of this time?? Ms. Scurko stated that this is not one of those times where the 
lender has been unresponsive.  Her client has had their contractor take care of the 
property, and that contact has been made between the contractor and the Borough’s 
Construction Official. Mr. Gunn stated that Construction Official’s office is open every 
Wednesday from 4:00-6:00pm.The difficulty has been in getting the contractor to come 
in for these permits (if the required repairs are to be made as opposed to going the 
demolition route).  A discussion then ensued. 
 Mr. Smyth asked if Financial Freedom Bank would either pay for the repairs or 
demolition of this property.  Mr. Scurko stated that her client is the lender and not the 
owner.  Mr. Smyth again asked who would pay for either of these two options after the 
analysis is done. Ms. Scurko stated that if her client found that it would be cost effective, 
her client would be paying for it.  Mr. Smyth asked for either option-repair or 
demolition? Ms. Scurko’s response was perhaps yes. 

Mr. Kinzler believes that Financial Freedom has not arrived at any conclusions or 
opinions as to what the cost benefit of a cost analysis, etc. would be.  

Mr.  Myers stated that Ms. Scurko’s client has been given ample time to address 
all of these issues. The Borough’s made clear what is necessary to satisfy Borough 
Council. Mr. Myers does not think anymore time should be given.  Mr. Myers would vote 
to demolish the property.   

Mr. Brown does not want to wait another day to resolve this.  If a vote is taken 
tonight, he will vote to demolish.   



Mayor Martin asked how long it would take to demolish if Council decides to go 
that route.  Mr. Gunn stated that the Borough would have to enter into a contract to make 
sure we have the appropriate insurance, protect the Borough as wells as the adjoining 
properties.  Then it would be a matter of scheduling.  A discussion then ensued. 
Michael Kouvaras from South Street Recycling provided an overview of the 
demolition process once a contract is signed.  
Ed Sanderson 626 Thomas Avenue stated that this whole deal with the house and the 
bank has been going on for years.  The bank has been notified that they need to have an 
engineer’s report and now they come in tonight wanting to delay for 60-90 days.  Mr. 
Sanderson knows that even if they were to come in and get permits, they will sit on it and 
drag this out.  They have a history of not following through on anything.   
Harry Richman, 617 Thomas Avenue commented that it was mentioned tonight that 
some repairs have been made to the property and that is truly false.  The only thing that 
has been done was that the grass was cut a couple of times.  
 Mr. Gunn commented that should Council decide to demolish the property, it 
cannot be done the next day.  Demolition permits are required. Ms. Cairns Wells thought 
that, technically, the Planning Board would have to approve any demolition first, unless 
deemed an emergency by our Construction Official.  Mr. Gunn stated that since we have 
a court order to demolish, he didn’t think it would have to go to the Planning Board.  Mr. 
Kinzler asked if we move to demolish, does the court order give us all the legal 
protection necessary.  Mr. Gunn responded yes.   
Ed Sanderson, asked if were true that firemen have been told not to enter this house if 
there is a fire.  Fire Chief Reed responded that it would depend on the severability of the 
house.  He would not risk anyone’s life. 
 Mr. Brown read the updated quotes received for the demolition of the residential 
structure only. Riverfront Recycling $28,350.00, South Street Recyling $28,209.00, 
Winzinger, Inc. $21,600.00 and Hargrove Demolition is $16,400.00. 

RESOLUTION 69-10 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DEMOLITION OF THE RESIDENTIAL 

DWELLING AT 622 THOMAS AVENUE IN THE BOROUGH OF RIVERTON 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Brown, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Myers.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. Katella 
absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, (Ms. Cairns Wells stated, for the record, 
that the reason she is voting aye is because we have given this company more than ample 
time to take care of all the issues, not just with the original complaint from back in 2006 
but with the Judge’s order back in February.  We have been giving them extensions. It’s 
time to move on) Mr. Smyth aye, (but he voiced concern with us being responsible for 
the costs.  He would like to see the house demolished but would like to see the owners 
pay for it)  Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Myers aye. 

Ed Sanderson, publicly thanked Council for acting on this issue. 
RESOLUTION 70-10 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT TO W. 
HARGROVE DEMOLITION FOR THE DEMOLITION OF THE RESIDENTIAL 

PROPERTY AT 622 THOMAS AVENUE 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 



 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Brown, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Ms. Cairns Wells. Mr. Kinzler stated that if the work 
can be done by the end of the year, the costs can come out of the construction account. If 
it happens next year, then it would come out of operating expenses.  A poll vote was then 
taken.  Mr. Katella absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. 
Kinzler aye and Mr. Myers aye. 
FINANCIAL ITEMS: Mr. Kinzler 

RESOLUTION 71-10 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING CHANGE ORDER #1 FOR THE CENTERS OF 

PLACE PROJECT 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Kinzler, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Smyth.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. Katella 
absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. 
Myers aye. 

RESOLUTION 72-10 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING CHANGE ORDER NUMBER 1 FOR THE 

LINDEN AVENUE PROJECT 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Kinzler, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Smyth. A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. Katella 
absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. 
Myers aye. 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF COMUTER EQUIPMENT 
FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 Mr. Kinzler reported that he would like to defer this issue until our December 
meeting.  The Public Safety Committee needs to review this issue with the Chief.   

RESOLUTION 73-10 
TRANSFER RESOLUTION 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Kinzler, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Ms. Cairns Wells.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. 
Katella absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye 
and Mr. Myers aye. 
TREASURER’S, FINANCE REPORT & BILL LIST FOR APPROVAL 
 Mr. Kinzler moved that the attached reports for the month of October be approved 
a submitted.  This was seconded by Ms. Cairns Wells.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. 
Katella absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye 
and Mr. Myers aye.  
2011 BUDGET CALENDAR 
 Mr. Kinzler reported that the Finance Committee would be meeting with all 
Department heads by the end of this year to review their 2011 budget requests.  Mr. 
Kinzler distributed an estimated 2011 budget calendar and timetable for Council’s 
review.  Mr. Kinzler anticipates that the budget process should be concluded by 
Council’s April 2011 meeting. 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 



Howard Norcross requested that a memorial to honor former Patrolman Thomas 
Whitelock, who died in the line of duty on January 14, 1976, be erected.  Mr. Norcross 
stated that nothing has been done and he feels it is long overdue.  Mr. Brown commented 
that we are presently working on this.  Mr. Norcross volunteered to assist Council 
regarding this issue.   
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
PUBLIC SAFETY/CODE ENFORCEMENT/COURT-Mr. Brown 
 Chief Willis read the following report for the month of October.  Vehicle Mileage 
2,410, Juvenile Arrests 0, Adult Arrests 26, Motor Vehicle Accidents 5, Motor Vehicle 
Stops 134, Motor Vehicle Summonses 116, Parking Summonses 0, Burglar Alarms 8, 
Assists to Other Police Department 31, Animal Complaints 3, Fire Calls 8, Arson 0, 
Ambulance Calls (Riverton) 26, Unattended Deaths 0, Criminal Cases 32, Incidents 264, 
Domestics 1, Thefts 4, Shoplifting 0, Burglaries 2, Assaults 0, Sexual Assaults 1, 
Criminal Mischief 7, Robberies 0, Motor Vehicle Thefts 0 Pedestrian Stops 32, Total 
Calls Dispatched-Incidents 264 and Quick 221. 
 Mr. Brown read a report for the month of October that was submitted by Deputy 
Fire Chief, Robert Yearly.  Fire Calls for the month 20, Drills 4, Calls in Town 10 and 
Calls out of town 10. 
 Mr. Brown read a report for the month of October that was submitted by Court 
Administrator Jackie Gleason.  The total receipts for the month amounted to $7,598.00.  
The total disbursed to Riverton amounted to $3,890.20. 
 Mr. Brown reported that the permit issued to the owners of 108 7th Street to repair 
their roof has expired. Our Construction Official issued a violation notice to the owners 
on October 27, 2010 and fines are accruing.  
 Mr. Brown reported that our Code Enforcement Officer is addressing the noise 
complaints regarding the Carhart dogs on the 600 block of Lippincott Avenue. 
 Mr. Brown reported that Special Officers Ernie Rogers and Tom Reid have 
resigned and that replacements are needed.  Mr. Brown asked the Clerk to advertise as 
quickly as possible. 
STREETS/SEWER/SHARED SERVICES, ECON. DEV/RECYCLING-Mr. Smyth 

ORDINANCE 7-10 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 74, ARTICLE II TO REGULATE 

THE DISPOSAL OF TRASH AT THE RIVERTON PUBLIC WORKS 
GARAGE/SEWER TREATMENT PLANT AND TO INCREASE ALL FINES 

THROUGHOUT THE CHAPTER 
(IN FULL IN ORDINANCE BOOK) 

 The above Ordinance was read for the second time by title only by Mr. Smyth, 
who moved for its adoption.  This was seconded by Ms. Cairns Wells.  At this time 
Mayor Martin opened this portion of the meeting to the public for any comment on this 
Ordinance.  There being no public comment on this Ordinance, Mayor Martin closed this 
portion of the meeting to the public.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. Katella absent, Mr. 
Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Myers aye. 
DISCUSSION: AWARD OF SLUDGE CONTRACT 
 Mr. Smyth reported that, on behalf of Council, he has sent a letter to the 
Administrator of the Cinnaminson Township Sewerage Authority expressing our interest 
in exploring the possibility of entering into a joint shared services agreement whereby 



they would take Riverton’s wastewater for processing.  Mr. Smyth stated that he did not 
know how long discussions with Cinnaminson would take before any decision is reached.  
With that in mind, Mr. Smyth reminded Council that 7 bids for sludge removal were 
announced publicly last month and that Council must make a decision to award this 
contract.  Mr. Gunn reported that there is boiler plate verbiage in the specifications 
regarding the cancellation, suspension and/or termination of the sludge contract.  Mr. 
Gunn recommended that specific contract language should provide for the cancellation of 
this contract if the Borough of Riverton closes its sewer plant and merges with 
Cinnaminson Township.  With that information, it was the consensus of Council to award 
a contract to Freehold Cartage, Inc., the lowest bidder for a five year period in the amount 
of $255,866.00 and at a unit cost of $0.0757 per gallon. 

RESOLUTION 74-10 
A RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR FIVE YEARS TO 

FREEHOLD CARTAGE, INC. FOR THE DISPOSAL OF WASTEWATER 
SLUDGE 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Smyth, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Kinzler.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. Katella 
absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms.Cairns Wells’s aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr.Kinzler aye and Mr. 
Myers aye. 
SHADE TREE/PARK & RECREATION-Mr. Myers 
 Council reviewed the revised shade tree specifications. Mr. Myers reported that 
these specs include maintenance as well as the removal of small trees, including stumps, 
to a depth of 6” below ground level.  Mr. Myers explained that a small tree is defined as 
one under thirty (30) inches diameter breast height and four one-half (4-1/2) feet above 
ground level) The Shade Tree Commission wants to place some of their budget for next 
year towards planting (about 70 trees). Mr. Myers reported that the Shade Tree 
Commission anticipates a smaller tree removal program, which we would either bid 
(dependent upon the amount) or just obtain quotes.   

RESOLUTION 75-10 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MUNICIPAL CLERK TO ADVERTISE 
FOR BIDS FOR TREE SERVICE FOR THE YEARS 2011 AND 2012 FOR THE 

BOROUGH OF RIVERTON 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Myers, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Ms. Cairns Wells.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. 
Katella absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye 
and Mr. Myers aye. 
 Mr. Myers announced that the tree lighting ceremony will be held on Friday, 
December 3, 2010 at 7:00pm at the gazebo in the plaza. 
 Mr. Myers reported that we should hear in about two weeks whether we received 
the park grant from the Freeholders. 
PLANNING/REDEVELOPMENT/SCHOOL-Ms. Cairns Wells 
 Ms. Cairns Wells stated that there was no report for Planning Board or 
Redevelopment.   



Ms. Cairns Wells raised concern that people are parking too close to the corner at 
4th & Cinnaminson St.  The school children are having trouble seeing and crossing at this 
location.  Public Works Manager, Scott Reed, indicated that he would re-paint the no 
park areas at this location to defer drivers from parking too close. 
ZONING/BD. OF HEALTH/ENVIROMENTAL-Mr. Katella-No Report 
OLD BUSINESS 
 Mayor Martin asked Council to review their committee assignments from last 
year to determine if there are any requests for changes for next year.   Mayor Martin also 
asked Council to review our 2010 Professional Service appointments to determine if there 
are to be any changes for next year.  All of this information should be ready in time for 
Council 2011 reorganization meeting in January. 
NEW BUSINESS 

ORDINANCE 8-10 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 26, 

ARTICLE X, PUBLIC RECORDS TO REFLECT THE NEW AMENDMENTS TO 
THE OPEN PUBLIC RECORDS ACT, N.J.S.A. 47:1A2 

 The above Ordinance was read by title only for the first time by Ms. Cairns Wells, 
who moved for its adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Brown.  A poll vote was then 
taken.  Mr. Katella absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. 
Kinzler aye and Mr. Myers aye. Second reading and a public hearing on this Ordinance is 
scheduled for December 8th. 
CORRESPONDENCE-None 
 There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Cairns Wells moved that the 
meeting be adjourned.  This was seconded by Mr. Brown, with all present voting in the 
affirmative. 
 
 
 

Mary Longbottom, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


