
June 9, 2010 
 
The regular meeting of the Riverton Borough Council was held on the above date.  
Mayor Martin presiding.  
PRESENT: Council members Brown, Cairns Wells, Smyth, Kinzler, Myers and Solicitor 
Bruce M. Gunn 
ABSENT:  Council member Katella 
The following statement was read by Mayor Martin: 
Public notice of this meeting, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, has been given 
by the Municipal Clerk in the following manner: 
(a) Having written notification of all meetings to be held in 2010 published in the 
Burlington County Times on December 27, 2009 
(b) Posting written notice on the official bulletin board on January 6, 2010 
 The minutes from May 12 were then presented.  Ms. Cairns Wells moved that 
these minutes be approved as submitted.  This was seconded by Mr. Brown. A poll vote 
was then taken.  Mr. Katella absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth 
aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Myers aye. 
FINANCIAL ITEMS: Mr. Kinzler 
TREASURER’S, FINANCE REPORT & BILL LIST FOR APPROVAL 
 Mr. Kinzler moved that the attached reports for the month of May be approved as 
submitted.  This was seconded by Mr. Smyth.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. Katella 
absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. 
Myers aye. 

RESOLUTION 42-10 
A RESOLUTION TO APPOINT MARIANNE E. HULME AS TAX COLLECTOR 
AND CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER IN THE BOROUGH OF RIVERTON 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
 The above Resolution was read by title only by Ms. Cairns Wells, who moved for 
its adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Brown. Ms. Cairns Wells reported that, 
statutorily, these appointments are for a four year term.  Ms. Cairns Wells reported that 
our present Deputy Tax Collector has completed the required course work towards her 
Tax Collection certification and is scheduled to sit for the state examination in the Fall.  
Ms. Hulme has indicated that she would relinquish her appointment as the Borough’s Tax 
Collector when the Deputy gets certified. It was requested that Ms. Hulme be asked to 
provide this in writing to the Borough.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. Katella absent, 
Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Myers 
aye. 

RESOLUTION 43-10 
A RESOLUTION INCREASING THE BID THRESHOLD AND APPOINTING 

MARIANNE E. HULME AS A QUALIFIED PURCHASING AGENT PURSUANT 
TO N.J.S.A.40a:11-3 (A) AND N.J.A.C. 5.34-5 ET SEQ. 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
 The above Resolution was read by title only by Ms. Cairns Wells, who moved for 
its adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Brown.  A poll vote was then taken. Mr. Katella 
absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. 
Myers aye. 



ORDINANCE 4-10 
BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENTS OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVERTON, IN THE COUNTY OF 
BURLINGTON, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING THE AGGREGATE 

AMOUNT OF $260,775.00 THEREFOR, INCLUDING $6,000.00 
REAPPROPRIATED PROCEEDS OF OBLIGATIONS NOT NEEDED FOR 
THEIR ORIGINAL PURPOSES, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 

$241,900.00 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF 
THE COST THEREOF 

 The above Ordinance was read by title only for the first time by Mr. Kinzler, who 
moved for its adoption.  This was seconded by Ms. Cairns Wells.  A poll vote was then 
taken.  Mr. Katella absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye. Mr. 
Kinzler aye and Mr. Myers aye.  Second reading and a public hearing on this Ordinance 
is scheduled for July 14th. 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Joe Threston, reminded Council that the Lion’s Club previously donated the gazebo near 
the rail line. Mr. Threston reported that this area is not being maintained and that the 
Lion’s Club is willing to do this.  Mr. Reed informed Council that the company hired by 
the rail line (Bombardier) normally does this, but they have not addressed this site in 
quite awhile.  Council thanked Mr. Threston for the Lion’s Club’s efforts.   
Christian Hochenberger, addressed Council regarding his proposal for a summer 
enrichment program: Literacy Through Photography.  Mr. Hochenberger reported that he 
has been running this photo workshop at the Riverton School for a number of years.  The 
Friends of the Riverton School (FRP-a non profit organization) has been generous 
enough to support it through the purchase of equipment and to pay him a stipend to run it. 
However, this year there was no money to have this program. Mr. Hochenberger, who 
does not have non profit status, is requesting that he be placed under the Borough’s Park 
and Recreation Commission’s umbrella like the two summer park programs are now run.  
He understands there may be some issues with this and is looking for help.  Mr. Cairns 
Wells asked if in the past, the students have been charged for this program. Mr. 
Hochenberger responded yes, a lab fee of $20.00 per student was charged and he was 
also paid a stipend.  Mr. Hochenberger also reported that the FRP also handled the 
insurance requirement. Mr. Kinzler asked if Mr. Hochenberger could become non-profit.  
Mr. Hochenberger responded yes, but not for this year. Mr. Myers commented that the 
program is great but after conferring with our Solicitor, he was reminded that we have no 
authority to say he can use the school.  Mr. Myers suggested that Mr. Hochenberger go to 
the school board.   

Mr. Myers stated that as far running this through our Park & Recreation 
Commission, it’s too late for this year since our budget has already been set.  Mr. Kinzler 
asked how the insurance aspect works. Mr. Gunn stated that we would ask that insurance 
be obtained that makes the Borough an additional insured. However if it is in the school, 
the only way to make it work would be to make Mr. Hochenberger a Borough employee 
as we do for the summer personnel for the two park programs.  Myers stated that 
personally he would not be looking to expand our present Park & Rec programs.  Another 
suggestion was made that Mr. Hochenberger ask local resident Cate Wheelhouse if this 
program could be held at her photography studio. 



Gene Bandine, reported all that he accomplished during clean-up day.  Mr. Bandine 
commented that there is a lot of mud that builds up at the gazebo location at Zena’s, He 
suggested installing some type of French drain there.   Mr. Bandine reiterated the need 
for trash receptacles to be placed near Moccia enterprises on Main Street and near the Ice 
Cream place. 
Anne Matlack of the Riverton Improvement Association (RIA) addressed Council about 
the proposed dog park.  Ms. Matlack reported that the RIA is gathering more input from 
residents on this proposal.  The RIA will also be holding a meeting at the Porch Club on 
June 23rd at 7:30pm to hear what people think about this. The RIA will then report back 
to Council.  Ms. Matlack stated that there needs to be sensitivity as to whether the park is 
for everyone or just for children. There are many childfree property owners with dogs in 
Riverton that pay taxes, but don’t use the school.  We need to be sensitive to their needs.     

Mr. Reed commented that he feels Council needs to decide where a dog park will 
be placed, if we want one. We also need to determine the size restrictions.  This should be 
done before any meetings are held.  Mr. Brown likened this issue to that of the peace 
pole.  Mr. Brown stated that you can’t dictate where you want this proposed dog park.  
While Mr. Brown is in favor of an area in the park to be designated as a dog park, he is 
not in favor of taking away any of the ball fields for this. Ms. Cairns Wells commented 
that she feels representatives from Council would be willing to walk the park with 
members of the RIA to try and find a mutually agreeable location.  She feels this should 
be done prior to the June 23rd gathering. Ms. Cairns Wells is also not opposed to a dog 
park but she is opposed to taking away any of the ball fields for it. Ms. Cairns Wells also 
stressed her concerns about maintenance and administration issues regarding this 
proposal.  Mr. Reed expressed concern over liability issues with the proposed dog park.  
Mr. Myers stressed that what was presented at last month’s Council meeting was only a 
draft proposal and is a work in progress.  This issue was taken under advisement by 
Council.  Mayor Martin then commented that perhaps the RIA could consider some other 
projects that need to done in town, such as the painting of the Eagle at the rail station and 
the placement of benches at this location.  Ms. Matlack stated that she would bring this 
information back to the membership for consideration.   
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
PUBLIC SAFETY/CODE ENFORCEMENT/COURT-Mr. Brown 
 Mr. Brown reported that our Code Enforcement Officer sent a letter to the owners 
of 200 Midway regarding obnoxious growths on their property. Mr. Brown reported that 
our Construction Official sent a letter to the owner of 207 Bank Avenue about their 
unsafe structure and notice of order of penalty.  The Solicitor was asked to send 
additional notice to the owner informing him that we will take action for non-compliance 
and we will proceed with enforcement action, including the recovery of accumulating 
penalties.  Council will be kept informed. 
 Chief Willis read the following report for the month of May. Vehicle Mileage 
2,701, Juvenile Arrests1 (Theft 1), Adult Arrests 18, Motor Vehicle Accidents 5, Motor 
Vehicle Stops 114, Motor Vehicle Warnings 14, Motor Vehicle Summonses 110 
(Riverton Offices 110), Burglar Alarms 13, Assists to Other Police Departments 37, 
Animal Complaints 8, Fire Calls 7, Arson 0, Ambulance Calls (Riverton) 20, Unattended 
Deaths 0, Criminal Cases 17, Incidents 295, Domestics 0, Thefts 3, Shoplifting 0, 
Burglaries 0, Assaults 2, Sexual Assaults 0, Criminal Mischief 1, Robberies 1, Motor 



Vehicle Thefts 0, Pedestrian Stops 27, Miscellaneous Calls 292, Total Calls Dispatched-
Incidents 295 and Quick 292. 
 Mr. Brown read a report for the month of May that was submitted by Deputy Fire 
Chief Robert Yearly.  Fire Calls for Month 20, Drills 3, Calls in Town 12 and Calls Out 
of Town 8. 

RESOLUTION 44-10 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MEMBERSHIP IN A MUTUAL AID 
(EMERGENCY SERVICES) AND ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT WITH 

PARTICIPATING UNITS 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Brown, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Ms. Cairns Wells.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. 
Katella absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye 
and Mr. Myers aye. 
STREETS/SEWER/SHARED SERVICES, ECON. DEV/RECYCLING-Mr. Smyth 

ORDINANCE 5-10 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 110 OF THE RIVERTON BOROUGH 

CODE TO REQUIRE THE RETROFITTING OF PRIVATE STORM DRAIN 
INLETS AND TO ESTABLISH REQUIREMENTS FOR DUMPSTERS AND 

OTHER REFUSE CONTAINERS IN THE BOROUGH OF RIVERTON 
 The above Ordinance was read by title only for the first time by Mr. Smyth, who 
moved for its adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Kinzler. A poll vote was then taken.  
Mr. Katella absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler 
aye and Mr. Myers aye.  Second reading and a public hearing on this Ordinance is 
scheduled for July 14th. 
 Mr. Smyth reported that our three year garbage/trash contract expires at the end of 
this year.  Solicitor Gunn is preparing the new specifications for Council’s review and 
approval at our July 14th meeting.  Mr. Smyth also reported that Riverton previously 
participated in a study with 18 other towns concerning the possible regionalization of 
garbage/trash.  Mr. Smyth thought this could be a cost savings way to go for the 
Borough, but he wants to discuss this further with representatives who conducted the 
study.  Council will consider this issue at next month’s meeting. 
 Mr. Smyth reported that we have already authorized our Engineer to prepare the 
specifications and bid packaged for the Centers of Place project ($90,000.00 grant 
received from the State for the upgrading of specific sidewalks in the Borough). Mr. 
Smyth reported that in addition to the designated locations for this project, our Engineer 
has recommended that we include two possible alternates in our bid package.  One is the 
installation of a brick crosswalk and walkway at the gazebo location at the rail line.  The 
other would be the improvement of the entrance to the War Memorial by placing new 
brick and sidewalk at this location.  Council concurred with these suggested alternates. 
 Mr. Smyth reported that we have received a request from the Bridge Commission 
for a Municipal Needs Assessment. This survey will be used to help identify potential 
sharing opportunities. Mr. Smyth reviewed the survey with Council for their input before 
submission.  A copy is on file with the Municipal Clerk 



 Mr. Smyth reported that the County’s Economic Development Office is being 
merged with the Bridge Commission.  Not every employee of this County Department 
was chosen; however, Mark Remsa and Ed Fox were.  

Mr. Smyth reported that there is a County Economic Development meeting on the 
24th. We have been asked to come up with one project that this office can assist us with. 
Joe Threston suggested that they help us get people into the vacant commercial buildings 
in town. Council agreed to this suggestion and Mr. Smyth will propose this at the 
meeting. 
PLANNING/REDEVELOPMENT/SCHOOL-Ms. Cairns Wells 
 Ms. Cairns Wells reported that the Borough had petitioned COAH for substantive 
certification of our adopted Housing Element and Fair Share Plan a couple of months 
ago.  Ms. Cairns Wells explained that this petition required a 45 day period for the public 
to review the supporting documents and that one objection was received by COAH and 
filed during that time frame.  Ms. Cairns Wells further explained that COAH must now 
meet with representatives of Riverton and the objectors to mediate a resolution of the 
objections.  Ms. Cairns Wells stated that a formal Resolution needs to be done that 
authorizes the Mayor, Borough Special Counsel Tom Coleman, Planner, Tamara Lee and 
herself to act on Riverton’s behalf during the mediation process.  Council concurred.   

RESOLUTION 45-10 
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING MEDIATION REPRESENTATIVES TO ACT 

ON BEHALF OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVERTON WITH REGARD TO 
OBJECTIONS FILED TO THE BOROUGH OF RIVERTON’S COAH THIRD 

ROUND HOUSING ELEMENT AND FAIR SHARE PLAN 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Ms. Cairns Wells, who moved for 
its adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Brown. A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. Katella 
absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. 
Myers aye. 
 Ms. Cairns Wells reported that the Riverton School recently held their 100th 
anniversary celebration.  There will be floats in the 4th of July parade commemorating 
this event.  Ms. Cairns Wells also reported that the school continues to sponsor a food 
drive with all proceeds going to Bread of Life. 
ZONING/ENVIRONMENTAL/BOARD OF HEALH-Mr. Katella 
 In Mr. Katella’s absence, Ms. Cairns Wells reported that no new applications 
have come before the Board for consideration.  A request for an interpretation regarding 
whether any of the Uses on the property located at 408 Main are grandfathered or have 
been abandoned continues to be reviewed and discussed by the Zoning Board. 
SHADE TREE/PARK& RECREATION-Mr. Myers 
 Mr. Myers reported that we had a great showing at the recent clean-up day. In 
addition to the clean-up efforts at the park, portions of the downtown area as well as the 
river location were included.  We hope to do this twice a year.  Mr. Myers reported that 
two Borough trees were removed today, one from the park and one at 612 Thomas. 
Avenue.  The County also did the trimming of the trees along Main Street.  Mr. Myers 
reported that the Shade Tree Commission’s webpage on the Borough’s website has been 
updated. 

 



 
RESOLUTION 46-10 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF PARK PERSONNEL FOR 
THE 2010 SUMMER PROGRAMS AND SETTING FEES FOR THE PARK 

PROGRAM AND ARTS AND CRAFTS PROGRAM 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Myers, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Ms. Cairns Wells.  The Solicitor recommended that 
completed working papers for Patrick VanBernum, age 14, be required to be submitted to 
the Borough before he can commence work.  Council concurred with this 
recommendation.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. Katella absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. 
Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Myers aye. 
REQUEST FROM TWO RIVERTON SCHOOL TEACHERS TO HOLD A CAMP 
IN THE PARK 
 Mr. Myers reported that Bob Sciarrotta and Dave Zaun are requesting permission 
to host a recreation summer day camp at Riverton Park. Mr. Myers reported that they are 
in the process of obtaining a Certificate of Insurance from the Barclay Group. Mr. Myers 
explained that these two individuals are not a non-profit organization.  Our present 
Ordinance does not address the requirements for individuals making this type of request.  
Mr. Gunn stated that if Council wants to give permission for this camp, an agreement 
needs to be drawn up between the Borough and the two teachers.  Mr. Gunn reported that 
we had a similar situation a number of years ago when an individual wanted to hold a 
tennis camp at the park. After a discussion, it was the consensus to permit this camp to be 
held after the agreement and required insurance documents are signed and submitted to 
the Borough. 

RESOLUTION 47-10 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN ROBERT SCIARROTTA AND DAVID ZAUN FOR THE 
OPERATION OF THE 2010 RECREATION SUMMER DAY CAMP 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Myers, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Kinzler.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. Katella 
absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. 
Myers aye. 
OLD BUSINESS 
 Ms. Cairns Wells announced that the 4th of July parade will be held on Saturday, 
July 3rd at 10:00am.   
 Regarding the 622 Thomas issue, Mr. Brown inquired whether a bidding process 
would be required if Council goes through with demolishing this house. Mr. Gunn stated 
that we would need three (3) quotes.  However, if the costs would exceed the bid 
threshold of $29,000.00, we would then have to bid the job. From a financial viewpoint 
for the Borough, Mr. Kinzler stated that Council would need to think through the possible 
demolition of this property very carefully before proceeding.  Council concurred.   
NEW BUSINESS 

RAFFLE REQUEST FROM HEALING THE CHILDREN MIDLANTIC, INC. 



The Clerk reported that this organization has submitted the required State 
registration, paperwork and fees to hold a 50/50 cash raffle at the Porch Club on  
June 27th, 2010. Ms. Cairns Wells moved that the above organization’s request be 
approved.  This was seconded by Mr. Brown.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. Katella 
absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. 
Myers aye. 
NEW AMERICAN FLAGS AND POLES NEEDED 
 Mr. Brown reported that we are in need of some new American flags and poles 
for placement on the gas lamps in the business district.  Local resident Phyllis Rodgers 
has agreed to purchase them at cost, but she wants to be reimbursed.  Mr. Brown 
estimates that this will cost $200.00.  After a short discussion, it was the consensus of 
Council to agree to this.   
DISCUSSION: TO REPEAL CHAPTER 61 OF THE BOROUGH CODE RE: 
BULKHEADS 
 Mr. Brown suggested that Council consider repealing this ordinance because it is 
not enforceable. It should be noted that this Ordinance had previously been invalidated by 
the Court.  They held that the Federal and State Guidelines will preempt our local 
ordinance.  Mayor Martin expressed concern that people have not been keeping up their 
walls as it is and we haven’t been enforcing anything either. He’s worried about the 
unintended consequences of repealing this ordinance.  He thinks we should just leave it 
as is. After a short discussion, it was the consensus not to repeal this now. Mr. Gunn 
thought it might be a good idea to place a notice with this Ordinance (on our website and 
in the Codebook) that it has been declared invalid by the court.  That way any person 
accessing our codes online will know there aren’t any local bulkhead requirements.  
Council concurred.  
DISCUSSION: FEES CHARGED FOR OPEN PUBLIC RECORDS  
ACT REQUESTS 
 Both the Solicitor and the Clerk reported that the Appellate court division 
rendered a decision that will impact how the Borough can charge for paper copies 
pursuant to the Open Public Records Act.  Mr. Gunn stated that this Court Ruling 
requires that public agencies must comply with the directive no later than July 1, 2010.  
The Solicitor explained that we can only charge actual costs of copying (total cost of 
paper purchased for one year plus the total cost of toner, divided by annual volume).   Mr. 
Gunn stated that our calculation works out to 6 cents per copy. The Clerk and Solicitor 
recommended that a Resolution be adopted by Council approving the fee of 6 cents per 
copy to be charged commencing July 1, 2010.  The Solicitor also stated that our Fee 
Ordinance will need to be amended; however, a Resolution will suffice for now until it is 
determined if any other required changes need to be made.  After a short discussion, 
Council concurred with these recommendations.  

RESOLUTION 48-10 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF RIVERTON TO 

CHARGE THE ACTUAL COSTS FOR PHOTOCOPIES OF DOCUMENTS IN 
COMPLIANCE WITH OPRA REQUESTS 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
The above Resolution was read by title only by Ms. Cairns Wells, who moved for 

its adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Brown.  A poll vote was then taken.  Mr. Katella 



absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. 
Myers aye 
CORRESPONDENCE-There was no correspondence presented at this time. 
UPDATE ON 2010 BUDGET-Mr. Kinzler   
 Mr. Kinzler provided Council with a 2010 budget overview.  Line items reviewed 
were Computer and Software charges, which are almost expended, Legal Services, which 
are  tracking better this year, Planning/Zoning budgets, which are doing well, Workers’ 
Comp. is almost spent out at the end of five installments, Street Maintenance, Materials 
and Signs is currently overspent, Shade Tree is currently under spending, which is good,  
Bulk-trash pick-up is trending pretty heavily, we need to watch this, Buildings and 
Grounds (leases and rentals) need to be watched, Police overtime is doing much better, 
Public Works and Police Vehicle Maintenance is not tracking well, Electricity is trending 
well since the Borough Office had a programmable thermostat installed.  The Police 
Department has been asked to do the same.  Mr. Kinzler also reported that a $20,000.00 
error occurred regarding our Group Insurance line item- a new officer’s benefits were not 
included during the initial budgetary discussion.  We will have to find the money 
somewhere. 

RESOLUTION 49-10 
A RESOLUTION PERMITTING THE EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC FROM A 
MEETING IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES PER SECTION 8 OF THE OPEN 

PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT C.231 P.L. 1975 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Brown, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Ms. Cairns Wells, with all present voting in the 
affirmative.  It should be noted that a personnel matter will be discussed (Chief of Police-
6 month review) 
 At this time Mr. Brown moved that we return to public session.  This was 
seconded by Ms. Cairns Wells, with all present voting in the affirmative. 
 There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Cairns Wells moved that the 
meeting be adjourned.  This was seconded by Mr. Brown, with all present voting in the 
affirmative. 
 
 
 

Mary Longbottom, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 

 


