
RIVERTON BOROUGH PLANNING BOARD 
MINUTES 

January 15, 2008 
 
The Public Session of the Planning Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Secretary Ken Palmer in order to 
conduct the reorganization. 
Public Notice of this meeting pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act has been given in the following manner: 
 

1. Posting notice on the official bulletin board in the Borough Office on January 18, 2007. 
2. Required Service of notice and publication in the Burlington County Times on January 27, 2007. 

 
PRESENT: Joseph Katella, Muriel Alls-Moffat, Keith Wenig, Joseph Creighton (7:30 PM), Mayor Robert 

Martin, Mary Lodato, Jeff Myers, and Don Tretola. 
Also Present:  Solicitor Tom Coleman, Planner Tamara Lee, and Secretary Ken Palmer. 
 

ABSENT: Councilwoman Suzanne Wells. 
 
REORGANIZATION - 2008 
 
Solicitor Coleman had sworn in Class I member Mayor Martin, Class II member Mary Lodato, and new alternate 
member Don Tretola immediately prior to calling the meeting to order.  Secretary Palmer announced that since he 
is considered an employee of the Borough his appointment as secretary was made by the mayor.  Ken stated that 
of course this was at the pleasure of the board. 
 
Chairman:  Joe Katella was nominated by the mayor and seconded by Muriel Alls-Moffat. There were no further 
nominations and the mayor motioned and Muriel seconded that the nominations be closed. A voice vote was 
taken and the vote was unanimous. 
 
Vice Chairman:  Keith Wenig was nominated by the mayor and seconded by Joe Katella. There were no further 
nominations and the mayor motioned and Joe seconded that the nominations be closed. A voice vote was taken 
and the vote was six for and one nay.  Muriel stated she was concerned about Mr. Wenig’s attendance record and 
could not support the nomination. 
 
Solicitor:  Thomas Coleman, Esq. was nominated by the mayor and seconded by Joe Katella to serve as the 
Planning Board Solicitor for 2008.  There were no further nominations and the mayor motioned and Joe seconded 
that the nominations be closed.  A voice vote was taken and the vote was six in favor and one abstention.  Mrs. 
Alls-Moffat stated she wished it to be on the record that she did not feel it was appropriate for her to vote on this 
matter at this time and she wished it to be so recorded. 
 
Planner:  Tamara Lee, of Tamara Lee Consulting LLC was nominated by Joe Katella and seconded by Keith 
Wenig to serve as the board’s Planner for 2008.  There were no further nominations and Muriel Alls-Moffat 
motioned and the mayor seconded that the nominations be closed.  A voice vote was taken and the vote was 
unanimous. 
 
Engineer:  The chair stated he wished to solicit information from Stout and Caldwell before the board decides.  
The board concurred and the matter was tabled until next month. 
 
Administrative Officer:  The secretary reviewed that the position dovetails with Mary’s position as Borough 
Clerk, is normally considered part of her duties, is required by the Municipal Land Use Law, and that Mary is 
probably the only qualified person in the Borough.  Mary Longbottom was nominated by the mayor and seconded 
by Muriel Alls-Moffat to serve as the Administrative Officer pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-3 for the Planning 
Board for 2008.  The nominations were closed.  A voice vote was taken and the vote was unanimous. 
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Environmental Commission Representative for 2008:  It is the mayor’s appointment and the mayor announced 
that Don Tretola would serve as the planning board appointment to the board. 
 
Borough COAH Official:  It was announced that Muriel Alls-Moffat would continue as the Borough’s COAH 
Official for 2008. 
 
Joe Katella resumed chairing the meeting.  The chair informed the board that Suzanne Wells would most likely 
not make the meeting tonight. 
 
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Jeff Myers and seconded by Muriel Alls-Moffat to adopt the minutes of the 
December 18, 2007 regular meeting as distributed.  The voice vote was unanimous. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. 12/24/07, copy of letter to mayor from COAH regarding COAH’s Revised Third Round Rules.  Copies provided 

to the board. 
2. 1/3/08, fax from Tamara of 12/26/07 letter to her from state Office of Management and Budget stating the Smart 

Future Growth grant will not be cancelled as long as the concerted effort to finish the project by July 31, 2008 
continues.  Copies provided to the board 

3. 3 vouchers/invoices as presented under New Business. 
 
SMART FUTURE GRANT/ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE INVENTORY STUDY 
Tamara Lee brought the board up to date on the project.  Tamara referred to the goals and objectives she had 
distributed via e-mail.  She reviewed the goals and objectives and updated the timeline.  Tamara explained that 
she is currently drafting the new Open Space and Recreation Element to the Master Plan. This element will 
replace the current Recreation Element of the plan.  A draft is due and on target to the board by February 8, 2008. 
The material distributed tonight will become the goals and recommendations sections of the new element.  She 
asked the board to review and provide feedback ASAP so she can complete the draft of the element.  Tamara 
asked the board to be prepared to review the draft element in detail at the next meeting.  The chair asked for 
clarification on the time table and Tamara reviewed it with the board.  The bulk of the work should be completed 
by end March with April, May, and June being devoted to the necessary public meetings to bring the items to 
conclusion.  It was concluded that the board should allow at least an hour for this topic next month. 
 
MINOR SUBDIVISION APPLICATION  
Robert Recchiuti, 101 Lippincott Ave., Block 305, Lot 1 – The secretary briefed the board on the application. 
Following the meeting last month, the applicant has retained counsel.  Applicant’s counsel properly published the 
notice but did not timely notify the neighboring property owners.  The matter must again be properly noticed and 
published for the February meeting.  The applicant’s attorney has advised the secretary that they intend to 
properly notice for the February meeting and wish to be heard at that meeting.  They understand they will not be 
first on the agenda. 
 
INFORMAL SITE PLAN REVIEW 
Robert Moccia, 604 Broad Street – The secretary reviewed for the board that the application had been reviewed 
by the board’s solicitor and planner and they had determined that as submitted the application would require use 
variance(s).  Since all use variances must go before the zoning board, the matter cannot be heard before the 
planning board and it would be inappropriate for the board to comment in any way on the matter.  Mr. Croft the 
applicant’s architect was present and when asked he concurred with the statements made. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Council Matters of Importance to the Board – The mayor congratulated the new members of the board.  He 
commented on the Council Task Force to study the zoning the code which will be headed by Councilman Smyth. 
Initially the mayor and council members Bill Brown and Suzanne Wells will assist.  Councilman Smyth reviewed 
the task force goals with the board.  Zoning board members have also volunteered to assist.  The direction of the 
study is to evaluate zoning, subdivisions, historic preservation, and other topics of concern to the public.  He 
hopes to hold a kick off meeting in the very near future. 
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Proposed Revisions to the Zoning Code by the Historical Society – The chair commented that in light of the 
new task force and its stated objectives, he feels the board should step back from the matter for the present and let 
the task force group do its work.  The mayor concurred as well as the rest of the board.  Muriel commented that 
she thought zoning ordinance changes originate with the planning board.  Tom Coleman stated she was correct 
and that the task force was only acting as a fact finding and advisory capacity.  The findings will be 
communicated to the planning board who will act on them as it sees best.  Muriel stated she doesn’t want it to get 
lost in the dust given the concerns of many citizens.  It was agreed to not delete the planned public comment; but, 
to place it on hold until things develop further with the task force.  The secretary stated he would communicate 
with Mary Longbottom and the webmaster that the item needs to be updated to reflect the postponement. 
 
Revision to Sign Ordinance to Allow Sidewalk Signs – The chair stated that he had talked with Mary before the 
meeting and she will chair this committee. 
 
2008 Budget – The chair stated that he thinks he can finalize the budget this week as long as his understanding 
regarding the funding of the ERI project was correct. 
 
Environmental Commission – Keith Wenig stated he had not attended the last meeting.  Don Tretola is the new 
member and will report to the board next month. 
 
COAH Activity – Muriel Alls-Moffat reviewed the ongoing “war of words” between COAH and the League of 
Municipalities.  Muriel commented on the seeming onerous new requirements and the seeming impossibility of 
complying.  She commented that she understands that the League of Municipalities is planning on taking COAH 
to court over the revised rules.  She is working on trying to generate rehabilitation units in town. 
 
Mandatory Education Update – The secretary reviewed that the members who attended the session in Atlantic 
City are listed on the NJPO site as having passed.  Ken reviewed the completion requirements with the board.  
The Winter/Spring schedule of sessions from NJPO was distributed to interested members. 
 
Cellco/Verizon – The secretary reviewed that the applicant was most likely going to submit an amended site plan 
for propane heating requirements.  This is not a field change and an amended site plan is needed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Vouchers and Invoices: 
1. 1/3/08, Raymond and Coleman, $322.00, 101 Lippincott minor subdivision work.  (PAY FROM ESCROW) 
2. 1/3/08, Raymond and Coleman, $568.00, general business advice and December meeting attendance. 
3. 1/3/08, Raymond and Coleman, $133.00, Shoppes of Riverton/Brandenburger minor subdivision related 

work.  (PAY FROM ESCROW) 
 
There was no discussion on the invoices and Muriel Alls-Moffat motioned, Keith Wenig seconded, and passed 
unanimously to pay all the items as presented.  The board secretary will have them signed and submitted for 
payment. 
 
Board Meetings for 2008 – Resolution P2008-01, the calendar of meetings for February 2008 through January 
2009 was reviewed.  A motion was made by Don Tretola and seconded by Muriel Alls-Moffat to adopt the 
resolution that meetings will be held on the third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM.  The board unanimously 
approved by voice vote that the resolution:  be adopted, published in the Burlington County Times, and posted in 
the Borough Hall. 
 
Appointment of Solicitor and Planner – Resolution P2008-02 announcing the appointment of a solicitor and 
planner was reviewed.  A motion was made by the chair and seconded by the mayor to adopt the resolution.  The 
board unanimously approved by voice vote that the resolution:  be adopted, published in the Burlington County 
Times, and the appointed parties formally notified and requested to submit contracts. 
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2008 Goals and Objectives – The chair stated that he feels subdivision issues and historic preservation issues 
were two things the board needs to consider and hopes they will dovetail with the task force findings.  The mayor 
feels the sign issue should be resolved and that the board should make all efforts to finish the Smart Future 
Growth/ERI Study on time.  The mayor also hopes the board can meet the general goal of trying to cut budgets by 
10%.  The secretary reviewed the zoning board’s concern with side yard setback requirements for accessory 
buildings in the rear yard.  Right now the requirement is the same as for the main building which makes most 
existing structures non compliant.  The chair stated he would like to formalize the list and that he is interested in 
the zoning board’s report. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – The mayor motioned and Jeff Myers seconded to open the meeting to public comment. 
 
• Frank Cioci, of the Economic Development Committee stated he would like to volunteer to serve on the 

zoning study task force committee.  Councilman Smyth and the mayor thanked him for his interest.  Muriel 
asked if the committee should only contain residents of the town.  While deemed a fair question, Tom 
Coleman and others stated that Frank’s position on the Economic Development Committee should qualify 
him to work with the task force. 

 
There was no further public comment and Muriel Alls-Moffat motioned and Don Tretola seconded to close the 
meeting to public comment. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:13 PM. 
 
Next meeting is on 2/19/2008 at 7:00 pm in the Borough Hall. 
 
Tape is on file. 
 

Kenny C. Palmer, Jr., Secretary 
RIVERTON PLANNING BOARD 
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