
March 12, 2008 
 
The regular meeting of the Riverton Borough Council was held on the above date.  
Mayor Martin presiding. 
PRESENT:  Council members Brown, Cairns Wells, Smyth, Kinzler, Cesaretti and 
Solicitor Bruce M. Gunn 
ABSENT:  Dr. Daniel 
The following statement was read by Mayor Martin: 
Public notice of this meeting, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act has been given 
by the Municipal Clerk in the following manner: 
(a) Having written notice of all meetings to be held in 2008 published in the Burlington 
County Times on December 30, 2007 
(b) Posting written notice on the official bulletin board on January 4, 2008 
UPDATE RE: 2010 CENSUS. Deborah Weaver reported that she has received a LUCA 
(Local Update of Census Addresses) confidentiality agreement from the County for her to 
serve as Riverton’s designated reviewer.  Ms. Weaver explained that this would entitle 
her, on behalf of the Borough, to view and provide updates for Riverton’s information.  
Ms. Weaver would also be subject to Title 13 confidentiality and security.  A copy of the 
letter and proposed agreement are on file with the Municipal Clark.  The Clerk reported 
that we would be providing the updates for Ms. Weaver to make regarding the 2010 
census.  Mr. Gunn stated that Council needs to authorize Ms. Weaver to serve as the 
Borough’s Census Liaison and sign the confidentiality agreement.   

RESOLUTION 31-08 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEBORAH WEAVER AS A CENSUS 

LIAISON FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVERTON AND TO PERMIT DEBORAH 
WEAVER TO SIGN A (LUCA) CONFIDENTIALITY AGREEMENT WITH 

BURLINGTON COUNTY 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution as read by title only by Mr. Cesaretti, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Brown. A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
absent, Mr. Brown aye,  Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. 
Cesaretti aye. 
 The open and closed session minutes from February 6 and February 13 were then 
presented.  Ms. Cairns Wells moved that these minutes be approved as submitted.  This 
was seconded by Mr. Brown.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel absent, Mr. Brown 
aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Cesaretti aye. 
TREASURER’S, FINANCE REPORT & BILL LIST FOR APPROVAL 
 Mr. Kinzler moved that the attached reports for the month of February be 
approved as submitted.  This was seconded by Mr. Cesaretti.  A poll vote was then taken.  
Dr. Daniel absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler 
aye, and Mr. Cesaretti aye. 

ORDINANCE 1-08 
AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION 

LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2008 
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) 

(IN FULL IN ORDINANCE BOOK) 



  
 

The above Ordinance was read by title only for the second time by Mr. Kinzler, 
who moved for its adoption.  This was seconded by Ms. Cairns Wells.  At this time 
Mayor Martin opened this portion of the meeting to the public for comment on this 
Ordinance.  There being no public comment on this Ordinance, Mayor Martin closed this 
portion of the meeting to the public.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel absent, Mr. 
Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Cesaretti aye. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
PUBLIC SAFETY-Mr. Cesaretti 
 Mr. Cesaretti read a report for the month of February that was submitted by Chief 
Norcross. Vehicle Mileage 2726, Gas Used 476.00, Juvenile Arrests 0, Adult Arrests 8 
(Criminal Warrants 2, Criminal Summons 1, Traffic Warrants 8, DWI 1 and Other 0), 
Motor Vehicle Accidents 8, Motor Vehicle Stops 126, Motor Vehicle Warnings 9, Motor 
Vehicle Summonses 63 (Riverton Officers 63, NJ Transit N/A and Others N/A), Burglar 
Alarms 12, Assists to Other Police Departments 26, Animal Complaints 4, Fire Calls 13, 
Arson 0, Ambulance Calls (Riverton) 15, Unattended Deaths 1, Criminal Cases 22, 
Incidents 170, Domestics 0, Thefts 3, Burglaries 2 (From Residences 0, From Vehicles 
2), Assaults 0, Sexual Assaults 0, Criminal Mischief 4, Robberies 0, Motor Vehicle 
Thefts 0, Miscellaneous complaints 1, Miscellaneous Calls 481 and Total Calls 928). 
 Mr. Cesaretti read a report for the month of February that was submitted by 
Deputy Fire Chief Robert Yearly.  Fire Calls for Month 13, Drills 4, Calls in Town 8, 
Calls Out of Town 5 and Man Hours for Month 284.4. 
 Mr. Cesaretti read a report for the month of February that was submitted by 
Animal Control Officer, M&R Wildlife, Inc.  A stray dog was taken to the shelter. 
PUBLIC WORKS/SEWER, SHARED SERVICES, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AND GRANTS-Mr. Smyth  
 Mr. Smyth reported that work on the 7th street project has resumed.  Mr. Smyth 
reported that Land Engineering is preparing the requirement paper work for the joint 
(Riverton/Palmyra) Morgan Avenue re-paving project. 
 Mr. Smyth reported that the Borough did not receive the Centers of Place grant.  
Work continues on the Request for Proposals for the downtown revitalization grant.  The 
County has assisted us and this should be completed shortly.  It will then be forwarded to 
the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission for their review and approval.  Mr. 
Smyth reported that we are working on the questionnaire for the Classic towns of Greater 
Philadelphia.  
 Mr. Smyth reported that he attended a March 6th meeting of towns with 
populations of 5,000 and under to discuss the recent cuts in state aid.  The League of 
Municipalities put this meeting together.  Members of the Governors’ staff were also 
present.  Around 450 people attended this. Riverton was cut $146,000 in state aid. Mr. 
Smyth reported that people were very angry.  The major message at this meeting was that 
these municipalities are already doing shared services and doing good jobs on managing 
their budgets. The question being asked was why these cuts are being done so abruptly. 
The strategy is to try and get these budget cuts restored. The League is urging 
municipalities to contact their legislators to have these cuts restored. Strong opposition 
was voiced about these budget cuts. Mr. Smyth suggested placing something on our  



 
 
website that would enable our residents to voice their opposition to these cuts to our 
elected representatives.  Mr. Smyth also reviewed a sample Resolution opposing these 
cuts with Council.    

RESOLUTION 32-08 
A RESOLUTION OPPOSING THE FAILURE OF THE GOVERNOR’S 

PROPOSED STATE BUDGET FOR THE 2008-2009 FISCAL YEAR TO TREAT 
PROPERTY TAX RELIEF AS OUR PRIORITY 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Smyth, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Cesaretti. Ms. Cairns Wells commented that she 
finds it ironic that one of the departments recommended to be eliminated by these cuts is 
the Department of Agriculture.  Are we not the Garden State?  This does not make sense 
to her. Ms. Cairns Wells asked if these proposed cuts have any impact on the school 
funding.  Mr. Smyth responded no. 
Deborah Weaver, 103 Penn Street, commented that if we place something on our 
website, she suggested that some type of common letter be written to make it easier for 
people to respond to the appropriate legislator. Mr. Cesaretti commented that if we 
provide a link to the Office of Legislative Services, they permit you to do that on the 
individual websites of the Assembly and Senate members. 
Michael Heine 206 Carriage House Lane, thinks that the proposed cuts may be 
unconstitutional.  Mr. Heine suggested that we explore the possibility of having those 
municipalities with a population under 5,000 contribute $500.00 towards legal 
representation to fight this...  

A poll vote was then taken on the above referenced Resolution.  Dr. Daniel 
absent, Mr. Brown aye, Ms. Cairns Wells aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. 
Cesaretti aye. 
ZONING, PARK, CODE ENFORCEMENT & COURT-Mr. Brown 
 Mr. Brown reported that there were no reports for Zoning or Code Enforcement.  
Mr. Brown reported that work continues to upgrade the War Memorial. 
 Mr. Brown read a report for the month of February that was submitted by Court 
Administrator Jackie Gleason.  Total receipts for the month amounted to $18,504.00. The 
total amount disbursed to Riverton amounted to $8,135.24. Both Mr. Brown and Mr. 
Cesaretti stated there is a need to review our present agreement with Cinnaminson 
Township regarding court services. 
PLANNING/REDEVELOPMENT-Ms. Cairns Wells 
 Ms. Cairns Wells reported that the Zoning Task force continues to work on our 
Zoning Ordinance. The Planning Board will be hearing a sub-division application 
regarding 101 Lippincott Avenue at this month’s meeting... 
SHADE TREE, BD OF HEALTH, ENVIRONMENTAL/RECYCLING-Dr. Daniel-
No report 
MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
Scott Reed reported that he has been informed that the Bridge Commission, who will be 
doing upgrades at the Bank and Linden Avenues location, will be purchasing two new 
gas lights for this project. Mr. Reed forwarded information to them on what type of gas  



 
 
lights were purchased in the past. Mr. Reed asked what should be done with the plaques 
on the present lights. It was suggested to place the plaques on the new lights. Mr. Brown 
asked what they were doing with the original light at this location. Mr. Smyth responded 
that he thought they would be utilizing the original and just purchasing one new one. Mr. 
Reed will ask the Bridge Commission about this. 

Mr. Reed reported that Council had previously authorized the placement of a light   
along Maple Lane in the back of the 200 block of Lippincott Avenue. Mr. Reed 
expressed concern that this light might be placed near the backyard of Dr. Daniel, which 
may cause a problem.  Mr. Reed will review this with him prior to any installation of the 
light.  
Michael Heine, 206 Carriage House Lane, stated that he believes commercial 
properties in the Borough are grossly underproductive.  We need to encourage these 
owners to fix their properties up thereby upgrading their income stream. Mr. Heine stated 
that he previously proposed a Property Maintenance Code to address these issues. He has 
provided Mr. Kinzler a copy of this proposed ordinance.  

Mr. Cesaretti asked if the scheduled reassessment of all properties in the Borough 
is based on square footage and property size alone or based on the condition of the 
property.  Mr. Kinzler stated that it is his understanding that it is all of the above.  That is 
why it behooves you to allow the inspector to enter your property.  Mr. Cesaretti asked if 
it were our decision that the reassessment be based on property condition, plus square 
footage, plus lot size, income stream or is that the defacto standard. Mayor Martin 
responded that he thought it was the defacto standard. Mr. Kinzler suggested asking our 
Tax Assessor to come in at one of the meetings in April and give Council a revaluation 
update. 
Gary Ford, 311 Bank Avenue does not believe the reassessment is based on income 
stream.  Mr. Ford commented that Collingswood started a duplex conversion a number of 
years ago. One of the carrots was that once you made the conversion to a single family 
home, your taxes went down. Low interest loans were secured for this purpose.   
Deborah Weaver, 103 Penn Street believes the revaluation process is an opportunity for 
us to get it done right and to enhance our town. 
OLD BUSINESS-There was no old business presented at this time. 
NEW BUSINESS 
Request from Signature Information Solutions to receive real estate tax information 
from the Borough. 

Mr. Gunn reported that we received an OPRA (Open Public Records Act) request 
from this tax search company.  They are requesting an electronic version of the same 
information they would either request in person, by phone or fax machine. They have 
indicated that they would like to set up an agreement with us to pay Riverton $200.00 up 
front in one single payment for one year’s worth of electronic data, provided they do not 
have to submit a weekly OPRA request.  Mr. Gunn stated that the Borough cannot deny 
the companies request for this information.  A discussion then ensued.  The consensus of 
Council was to ask the company to pay a fee of $1,000.00 instead of the original $200.00.    
The Solicitor was asked to contact the company.  Council will be kept apprised of this 
issue. 



 
There being no further business to discuss, Ms. Cairns Wells moved that the 

meeting be adjourned.  This was seconded by Mr. Brown, with all present voting in the 
affirmative. 
 
 
 

Mary Longbottom, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 

 
 


