
RIVERTON BOROUGH ZONING BOARD 
MINUTES 

February 21, 2007 
 
Pursuant to the Sunshine Laws and other statutes of the State of New Jersey, the regular meeting of the Riverton 
Zoning Board of Adjustment was called to order at 7:30 PM by acting chair Edward Smyth. 
 
Public Notice of this meeting, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, has been given in the following manner: 
 

1. Posting notice of a schedule of all meetings on the official bulletin board in the Borough Office and 
publication of the schedule in the Burlington County Times on January 27, 2007. 

 
REORGANIZATION - 2007 
 
Solicitor Janet Smith administered the oath of office to new/reappointed regular members Patricia Manzi, William 
Corbi, and Kerry Brandt and new alternate member Janine Miller.  New alternate Craig Greenwood was not present 
and will be sworn in at the next regular meeting of the board. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PRESENT: Kerry Brandt, Edward Smyth, Ken Mills, Alfred DeVece, William Corbi, Patricia Manzi, and 

Janine Miller. 
 
ABSENT: Richard Mood. 
 
OFFICIALS: Board Solicitor Janet Zoltanski Smith and Secretary Ken Palmer were present.  The presence of the 

planner and engineer were not required.  Councilman Brown and Mary Lodato were not present. 
 
Elect Chairman:  Kerry Brandt was nominated by Fred DeVece and seconded by Ed Smyth to serve as Chairman. 
The nominations were closed and a voice vote was taken and the vote was unanimous. 
 
Elect Vice Chairman:  Ken Mills was nominated by Fred DeVece and seconded by Bill Corbi to serve as Vice 
Chairman.  The nominations were closed and a voice vote was taken and the vote was unanimous. 
 
The rest of the reorganization was completed at the January meeting.  Kerry Brandt assumed chairing the meeting. 
Kerry welcomed the new members and discussed the role of the zoning board and the types of matters typically 
brought before the board.  Janet also encouraged members to be familiar with the Borough’s Master Plan. 
 
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Fred DeVece, seconded by Ed Smyth, and unanimously approved to adopt the 
minutes of January 17, 2007 as distributed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Mandatory Education Update – The secretary updated the board on the time frames for existing and new 
members to take a course.  Current/reappointed members have 18 months from the time the law was enacted or 
when courses became available whichever is later to take the course.  New members have 18 months from their 
appointment to complete the course.  The secretary reviewed the state approved course offerings by NJPO.  The 
next course offering in the local area is March 17, 2007 in Burlington Township.  The secretary has contacted 
NJPO regarding course registration.  Several members are interested in this session as well as members of the 
planning board.  The course is approximately 5 hours long and there is an exam.  Ken is coordinating registering all 
members who wish to take the March 17 course.  Members interested in the March 17 session should notify the 
secretary by the 28th at the latest.  The cost of the course and the guide book will be paid by the Borough and funds 
included in the board’s budget. 
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Sidewalk Signs – The secretary reviewed that there has been no new activity besides continued review of the 
possible revisions to the sign ordinance.  Fred DeVece had nothing new to report. 
 
Planning and Council Matters – The secretary reported that the planning board was working on completing the 
Master Plan Reexamination Report.  The ERI project is on track with outreach meetings to be scheduled soon.  
COAH certification is on hold until the state complies with the recent court ruling.  There was discussion on what 
Third Round certification involved and what must be re-worked once new rules are promulgated.  The subdivision 
at 815 Homewood was approved with several conditions.  Kerry reviewed the variances involved with the 
subdivision.  He feels that there may be a call to review and possibly revise the yard definitions and setback 
requirements in the residential zones.  The site plan application for 515 Main Street was again continued with the 
stipulation that Mr. Rainer must republish and re-notice. 
 
Cedar Lane Mews – The secretary reviewed that the property has been sold and it appears the new owner may 
wish to proceed on the site plan for the new homes.  The secretary asked the solicitor if there was not some portion 
of the zoning code that establishes a deadline for site plan approvals.  Janet replied that since there were numerous 
variances involved, Section 128-97 concerning expiration of variances may have a bearing on the life of the 
approval. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
• Proposed changes to the zoning code by the Historical Society – copies provided to the board. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Historical Society Proposed Changes to Chapter 128 – Zoning Code – The chair referenced the handout 
provided the members and reviewed that the Historical Society is proposing changes to increase the protection and 
preservation of historic properties.  The proposed changes were taken from the Haddonfield and new Moorestown 
laws. There was a lengthy discussion regarding the increased role of the ARC and concerns raised regarding 
possible controls being placed on a homeowner as to what they can or cannot do to their home.  The proposal is 
currently being reviewed by the planning board and a committee has not yet started any drafting of changes.  Janet 
discussed the background of the Borough’s present historic district and code rules in place.  There was discussion 
surrounding the controversy that surrounded both the Haddonfield and Moorestown ordinances and the recent 
lawsuit filed against the Moorestown law.  The chair asked that the members review the proposal and develop an 
opinion on it.  Ed Smyth recalled the turmoil that surrounded the property maintenance proposal that was 
eventually removed from consideration.  The chair feels the intent of the changes is good but he has concerns about 
the public perception of it.  The secretary stated that he believes planning board member Patricia Brunker will be 
heading the committee to draft the changes.  Patricia is also a member of the Historical Society and was the one 
who presented the proposed changes to Council. 
 
Brandenburger Main Street Site Possible Landscape Plan Change – The chair advised the board that Mr. 
Brandenburger may want to make some minor changes to what was on the last submitted landscape plan for the site 
and will be approaching the board as to whether he will have to apply for an amended site plan or whether it can be 
can considered an aesthetic change that can be approved informally.  He has not yet been able to complete the plans 
and does not want to bring the matter before the board until the plans are prepared. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON GENERAL ZONING ISSUES 
There was none. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM. 
Tape is on file.  

 
Kenny C. Palmer, Jr., Secretary 
RIVERTON ZONING BOARD 


