
March 7, 2007 
 
The Work session of the Riverton Borough Council was held on the above date.  Mayor 
Martin presiding. 
PRESENT:  Council members Daniel, Brown, Dr. Smyth, Mr. Smyth, Kinzler (arrived at 
7:35pm) and Solicitor Bruce M. Gunn 
ABSENT:  Council member Cesaretti 
The following statement was read by Mayor Martin: 
Public notice of this meeting, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, has been given by 
the Municipal Clerk in the following manner: 
(a.) Having written notification of all meetings to be held in 2007 published in the 
Burlington County Times on December 27, 2006 
(b.) Posting written notice on the official bulletin board on January 3, 2007 
Shade Tree Issues: Barry Emens, Chair of the Shade Tree Commission 
present 

Mr. Emens reported that he is very excited about having two contractors- one for 
removal and one for care and maintenance. In two months the Removal contractor has taken 
down the designated 30 trees that were earmarked for removal. Mr. Emens has since given 
this contractor a second list to work on. Mr. Emens reported that the red dotted trees are 
gone and that the yellow dotted ones are on the second list to be removed. He believes there 
are ten of these. 

Mr. Emens reported that our Care and Maintenance contractor has a lot of work to 
do, in particular trimming work. This year we will be working on tree removal and 
maintenance.  There will no planting, with the exception of the Arbor Day celebration. Mr. 
Emens stated that there might be some additional planting done by individuals willing to 
pay for the tree and planting. Mr. Brown asked if the Commission had anything planned 
regarding plantings at the new plaza. Mr. Emens responded no, that was part of the grant 
process.  

Mr. Emens reported that he applied for 3 grants to try and supplement the budget.  
One grant for planting we did not get.  That would have been a $25,000.00 grant. Another 
potential grant would be a combination of maintenance and updating our inventory. We are 
still waiting to hear about this.  Mr. Emens reported that this grant would also be for 
$25,000.00. Mr. Smyth reported that the Environmental Resource Inventory (Smart 
Growth Grant) might be able to assist the Shade Tree Commission with their inventory. 
Mr. Emens responded that if we get this grant, he would not need the assistance of the 
Environmental Resource Inventory. 

Mr. Emens reported that we currently have two problems regarding tree issues. One 
is the continuing issue of the bacterial leaf scorch disease which affects the oak trees.  We 
are losing about 10 oak trees per year.  There is no cure or preventative measures for this 
disease. That’s why diversity regarding planting is so important.  The other problem 
pertains to the continuous drought conditions.  The sugar maples do not do well in this 
environment.  If we continue getting drought conditions, there will be a decline in the sugar 
maple trees. We have lost a lot of these in the last five years. 

Mr. Emens reported that our previous tree Contractor (Elite Tree Service) had 
damaged the sidewalks of two homes in the Borough.  Mr. Emens informed the contractor 
that they were obligated to fix the problems. Mr. Emens reported that one homeowner hired 
his owner contractor to do the concrete work before Elite could take care of the problem.  
This homeowner now wants to make a claim. Mr. Gunn stated that this homeowner should 



be referred to the insurance company for the contractor.  Mr. Gunn will follow this up with 
the respective homeowner.    
Discussion: Possibly amending Chapter 13 of the Borough Code Re: 
Environmental Commission to provide for additional members.  Mayor Martin 
reported that we have received a request from the Environmental Commission that the 
number of alternates appointed to the Commission be increased from two to four.  Solicitor 
Gunn reported that statutorily, we can only have two alternates serving on this 
Commission. However, if Council chooses, they can increase the regular membership of 
the Commission from 5 to 7 members.  After a short discussion, it was the consensus that 
this be done.  Mr. Gunn will prepare an ordinance for Council’s consideration at next 
week’s meeting. 
Mayoral appointments to the Environmental Commission 

Mayor Martin announced that a member of the Planning Board needs to serve on 
the Environmental Commission.  Mayor Martin appointed Keith Wenig from the Planning 
Board to serve on the Environmental Commission. Mr. Wenig fills the unexpired term of 
Environmental Commission member, Christian Hochenberger, who recently resigned. 
Streets & Roads Issues-Dr.  Smyth 
Written retirement notice received from Leroy Moore,  Forman-Public 
Works Department (effective April 1,  2007) Dr. Smyth read Mr. Moore’s letter of 
retirement for Council’s information.  Dr. Smyth stated that he would be discussing this 
vacancy with the Public Works Department as well and his committee.  Dr. Smyth further 
stated that as a matter of course, we would advertise. 
Garbage/Trash contract (expires 12-31-07)-possible shared service with 
Palmyra 
 Dr. Smyth reminded Council once again, that our present garbage/trash contract 
expires at the end of this year.  Dr. Smyth reported that we previously received 
correspondence from the Mayor of Palmyra asking Council to consider entering into a 
joint, publicly-bid garbage/trash contract with Palmyra Borough.   After a short discussion, 
it was the consensus that Robert E. Smyth, Council’s shared services liaison contact Mayor 
Gural to set up discussions.  Council will be kept informed.   
 Public Works Manager Scott Reed reported that there were some curbing problems 
on Fulton Street.  It may have been a bad batch of concrete.  Mr. Reed is meeting with the 
Engineers to review the situation and to determine how best to proceed. Mr. Reed also 
reported that there is a standing water issue at Zena’s bakery.  The contractor for the 
Enhancement project will be brought in to review and remedy the situation.  Mr. Reed 
reported that his department is working on the baseball fields. 
Meeting open to the public 
Katy Roussos,  708 Thomas Avenue if there were any updates on the 
Bicycle/Pedestrian grant.  Mr. Brown reported that he has received information as to how 
the plan would be set up, appointing a steering committee, doing a presentation to Council, 
etc. Mr. Brown provided Ms. Roussos with a copy of what was submitted to him.  
 Ms. Roussos also asked if there a form available to list tree concerns.  Ms. Roussos 
was informed that she could download this form off of the Borough’s website under our 
Shade Tree information. 
 
 
Discussion: Instituting emergency snow removal regulations for Broad 
Street and Main Street 



Council reviewed the Chief’s concerns over this issue in detail.  Public Works 
Manager, Scott Reed reported that while the County supplies the salt, his Department does 
the actual plowing of these roads.  Council also discussed the Chief’s concerns that the 
County has yet to give us formal permission for people to park on Broad Street.  To date, 
anybody parking along this road is doing so illegally.  Mr. Gunn provided an historical 
overview regarding this particular issue for Council’s information.  It was acknowledged 
that most of the people parking along Broad Street are from the Barclay Insurance Agency.  
After some additional discussion, it was the consensus to informally ask the owner of the 
insurance agency to not have their employees or patrons park along this roadway during a 
snow storm. 
Motion to approve request from Sacred Heart Church to hold raffles on 
March 17 
 The Clerk reported that Sacred Heart Church has submitted all the required 
paperwork to hold raffles on March 17th.  Dr. Daniel moved that this request be approved.  
This was seconded by Mr. Brown.  A poll vote was then taken. Dr. Daniel aye, Mr. Brown 
aye, Dr. Smyth abstained, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Cesaretti absent. 
Updates Re: Grants,  Shared Services & Economic Development-Mr. Smyth 
 Mr. Smyth reported that our application for the Delaware Regional Planning 
Commission’s grant was submitted.  Mr. Smyth stated that this grant would be used for 
downtown revitalization.  Mr. Smyth reported that the Police Department applied to the 
Division of Highway and Traffic Safety for grant monies to help us crack down on 
speeders.  

Mr. Smyth attended a shared services forum yesterday where legislative updates 
promoting municipal shared services were received. Mr. Smyth reported that a provision 
has been added to one of the bills already on Governor’s desk about limiting arbitration for 
police and fire contracts to the “CAP” limits so it doesn’t impose any undue burdens on 
towns and their municipal budgets.  

Mr. Smyth reported that the video on Riverton will be running on Channel 28 on 
Wednesday night.  Mayor Martin and Mr. Smyth have also done interviews on Comcast 
Newsmakers. These interviews provide overviews of the Borough, redevelopment and the 
Victorian Day celebration.   

Mr. Smyth reported that the Riverton School Board would like to meet with the 
Borough’s Finance Committee on March 12th at 7:00pm to review the school’s budget. 
7:00pm 

RESOLUTION 26-07 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE 

BURLINGTON COUNTY SHARED SERVICES FORUM 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Smyth, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Dr. Smyth.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel aye, 
Mr. Brown aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Cesaretti absent. 
 
 
Presentation by Chief Norcross and Public Safety Committee to John 
Barrett,  Owner of Alarms by Safe-Tech.  Chief Norcross, Councilman Bill Brown 
and  
Patrolman Tommy Merino publicly acknowledged Mr. Barrett for all of the electronic 
(camera installation) work he did in the Police Department at a substantially reduced rate. 
Mr. Barrett also volunteered his time to do all of this work. 



Updates Re: 2007 Budget 
 Mr. Kinzler distributed a draft 2007 budget expense summary for Council’s review.  
Mr. Kinzler reported that our Auditor would be present at next week’s meeting to assist 
Council in finalizing this budget during the introduction phase.  Mr. Kinzler stated that 
capital issues would need to be thoroughly discussed and finalized at next week’s meeting. 
Public Works Manager Scott Reed reported that he had more definitive figures regarding 
potential road work that Council might authorize for this year. Mr. Kinzler reported that our 
Licensed Wastewater Treatment Facility Operator, Brad Young, is requesting a fence and 
new pumps for the plant.  Regarding the need to re-pave Morgan Avenue, which is jointly 
owned by both Riverton and Palmyra, it has been suggested that both municipalities file an 
application with the Department of Transportation for potential grant funds to help defray 
the costs to re-do this road. Mr. Smyth asked if the 3.5% salary increase for Borough 
employee excludes the police.  Mr. Kinzler responded that he is assuming the police would 
be the same.  Mr. Kinzler cautioned that Council will still need to make tough decisions 
regarding the budget. Mr.  Kinzler reported that our surplus went down. Mr. Kinzler 
believes it is important to pay down our debt then to pump up the fund balance. Mayor 
Martin stated that he continues to support paying down the debt.  Mr. Kinzler stated that he 
wants us to be more pro-active as far as the collection of taxes goes.   
Preliminary agenda for March 14.  The Clerk reviewed this with the Governing 
Body. 
Update: Revaluation Process.   The Clerk reported that our Tax Assessor (Tom 
Davis) wanted council to know that our Tax Maps are still being reviewed by the State. Mr. 
Davis hopes that the State’s review process will be completed by May or June. The 
contract which the Borough authorized will then be signed off by the State and the 
Company can get started.  This is a requirement of the revaluation process. The Clerk also 
reported that Mr. Davis has prepared some frequently asked questions about the revaluation 
process which will be distributed to Council and then posted on our website.   

RESOLUTION 27-07 
A RESOLUTION PERMITTING THE EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 

FROM A MEETING IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES PER SECTION 8 
OF THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT C.231 P.L. 1975 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
 The above Resolution was read by title only by Dr. Smyth, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Dr. Daniel. A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel aye, 
Mr. Brown aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Cesaretti absent. 
It should be noted that personnel matters and contract negotiations (police) would be 
discussed.  It should also be noted that Dr. Daniel left the closed session portion at 9:20pm) 
 At this time Dr. Smyth moved that we return to public session.  This was seconded 
by Mr. Brown. A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel absent, Mr. Brown aye, Dr. Smyth 
aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Cesaretti absent. 
 There being no further business to discuss, Dr. Smyth moved that the meeting be 
adjourned.  This was seconded by Mr. Brown with all present voting in the affirmative. 
 
 
 

Mary Longbottom, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 

 


