
December 12, 2007 
 
The regular meeting of the Riverton Borough Council was held on the above date.  
Mayor Martin presiding. 
PRESENT: Council members Daniel (left meeting at 9:10pm) Brown, Dr. Smyth (left 
meeting at 9:10pm) Mr. Smyth, Cesaretti and Solicitor Bruce M. Gunn 
ABSENT: Council member Kinzler 
The following statement was read by Mayor Martin: 
Public notice of this meeting, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, has been given 
by the Municipal Clerk in the following manner:  
(a) Having written notification of all meetings to be held in 2007 published in the 
Burlington County Times on December 27, 2006 
(b) Posting written notice on the official bulletin board on January 3, 2007 
 The open and closed session minutes from November 7th were then presented.  
Mr. Cesaretti moved that these minutes be approved as submitted.  This was seconded by 
Mr. Smyth. A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel aye, Mr. Brown aye, Dr. Smyth aye, 
Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler absent and Mr. Cesaretti aye. 
TREASURER’S, FINANCE REPORTS & BILL LIST FOR APPROVAL 
 In Mr. Kinzler’s absence, Mr. Smyth moved that the attached reports for the 
month of November be approved as submitted.  This was seconded by Dr. Smyth.  A poll 
vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel aye, Mr. Brown aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. 
Kinzler absent and Mr. Cesaretti aye. 
DELINQUENT TAX UPDATE 
 Mr. Smyth announced that as of today we have collected 97.31% of all taxes. The 
outstanding amount of delinquent taxes is $181,632.31.  Mr. Smyth reported that 
delinquent notices have been mailed.  Since any unpaid taxes will have an impact on next 
year’s budget, it was the consensus of Council that all property owners who are 
delinquent be given a telephone call to remind them to pay their taxes by the end of the 
year. 
SMART GROWTH GRANT UPDATE 
 Mr. Smyth reported that we are requesting (via the Planning Board and their 
Planner) the Office of Smart Growth to give us an extension to complete the 
Environmental Resource Inventory Report until July of 2008. Mr. Smyth reported that the 
Borough was originally awarded (in 2001) a grant award of $62,950.00.  An 
advancement of funds was made to the Borough in the amount of $30,000.00.  The 
remaining amount is reimbursable after the final project is completed and reviewed by 
the Office of Smart Growth.  Mr. Smyth stated that we will have to budget for these 
funds in next year’s budget. Mr. Smyth stated that he would be reviewing this issue with 
the Planning Board at their next meeting.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
PUBLIC SAFETY-Mr. Cesaretti 
 Mr. Cesaretti reported that there was no police report submitted for the month of 
November. 
 Mr. Cesaretti read a report for the month of November that was submitted by 
Deputy Fire Chief Robert Yearly. There were 19 fire calls for the month, 4 drills, 12 calls 
in town, 7 calls out of town and 303.2 man hours for the month. 



 Mr. Cesaretti read a report for the month of November that was submitted by our 
Animal Control Officer, M&R Wildlife. One sick groundhog was taken to the shelter. 
UPDATE ON M& R WILDLIFE 
 Mr. Cesaretti stated that he has submitted two written requests to Riverfront 
Animal Control Services of Delran, New Jersey to determine if they could handle 
Riverton’s Animal Control Services.  To date he has not received any response from 
them.  Mr. Cesaretti stated that he will ask the owner of M&R Wildlife (Rick Bailey) to 
meet with the Public Safety Committee to update some of the complaints we have 
received from residents regarding their services and public relation skills. Mr. Cesaretti 
reported that you have to be State certified (through the Department of Health) in Animal 
Control.  There are only three companies in our area—M&R Wildlife, Riverfront and one 
in Pennsauken, who can’t handle any additional municipalities.  Mr. Cesaretti will keep 
Council apprised regarding this issue. 
STREETS, ROADS & SEWER-Mr. Smyth 
 Mr. Smyth reported that two bids were received, opened and publicly read for 
Garbage/Trash collection at the Borough of Palmyra at noon today.  Mr. Smyth reported 
that the Boroughs of Palmyra and Riverton prepared uniform bid specifications for solid 
waste collection service. Numerous options were incorporated in these specifications; 
such as joint garbage/trash collection for both Riverton and Palmyra and separate options 
for both Palmyra and Riverton. The two bidders were Waste Management of New 
Jersey and Republic Services of New Jersey. Copies of the detailed bids are attached. 
A discussion then ensued regarding the bids received.  The bid for joint solid waste 
collection was higher than the bids received for Riverton alone.  However, strong concern 
was raised over the fact that Waste Management, the lowest bidder (just Riverton 
collection) bid the same amount for a three year contract ($334,356.00).  It did not matter 
whether the collection was for 2 days a week all year round, or a 2 day collection during 
the summer and 1 day collection in the winter or a 1 day collection all year round.  If 
awarded this would cost the Borough $30,000.00 per year more for garbage/trash 
collection.  It should be noted that the last time the Borough bid for garbage/trash 
collection was in 2002.  Mr. Smyth and other members of Council were very concerned 
that this could impact the 4%Cap we have on next year’s budget.   

Mr. Gunn stated that we have 60 days to award the bid.  Mr. Gunn recommended 
holding off on awarding the contract until Council can make a definitive decision. Mr. 
Gunn stated that he would contact Waste Management (our present hauler) to determine 
if they would give us an interim agreement.  He will also review the numbers with them 
to determine why the bid was so high.  Mr. Smyth moved that this issue be tabled until 
our January 9th meeting.  This was seconded by Mr. Cesaretti.  A poll vote was then 
taken. Dr. Daniel aye, Mr. Brown aye, Dr. Smyth abstained, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler 
absent and Mr. Cesaretti aye. 
ZONING, PARK, CODE ENFORCEMENT AND COURT-Mr. Brown 
 Mr. Brown reported that there was no report for the Zoning Board or Code 
Enforcement. Regarding the Court report, Mr. Brown reported that for the month of 
October the total receipts amounted to $11,298.00.  The total amount disbursed to 
Riverton amounted to $5,717.12. 
 Mr. Brown reported that Zachary Barth of 619 Thomas would like to do an Eagle 
Scout project in the park.  Mr. Cesaretti suggested having Mr. Barth attend a Council 



meeting so he can review in detail what he would like to do.  Mr. Brown will arrange for 
that. 
 Mr. Brown reported that upgrades at the War Memorial continue.  Mr. Brown also 
reported that the gazebo will be painted by the Pete Grey Painting Company. Mr. Brown 
reported that we have received additional brick orders, but there continues to be a 
concern over the puddling problems at the plaza that need to be addressed. 
PLANNING, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, GRANTS  
 AND SHARED SERVICES-Mr. Smyth 
 Mr. Smyth reported the Planning Board heard one minor site plan application at 
their November 20th meeting.  This was for a dance studio to go in behind Freddie’s shoe 
shop.  Mr. Smyth reported that the Board would be hearing a minor sub-division 
application from the owners of 101 Lippincott Avenue at their December 18th meeting. 
 Regarding Economic Development Mr. Smyth announced that Riverton Square is 
acquiring tenants. The Riverton Post Office will be relocating to this building.  Mr. 
Smyth reported that Milanese Pizza is scheduled to open within the next two weeks. Mr. 
Smyth announced that the Burlington County Department of Economic Development and 
Regional Planning asking for us to appoint two members to the River Route Advisory 
Committee for 2008.  After a short discussion, it was the consensus that Mr. Smyth and 
Mr. Cesaretti serve on this committee. 

RESOLUTION 109-07 
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING TWO MEMBERS OF COUNCIL TO SERVE 

ON THE 2008 RIVER ROUTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Smyth, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Brown.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
aye, Mr. Brown aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth abstained, Mr. Kinzler absent and Mr. 
Cesaretti aye. 
 Regarding the minor subdivision application for 101 Lippincott Avenue, Dr. 
Daniel asked if a house or houses would then be built at that location if approval is 
obtained from the Planning Board.  Mayor Martin responded that that would be the idea.  
Public Works Manager, Scott Reed asked if these sub-divisions could be stopped.  He 
raised strong opposition to the number being approved.  Mr. Cesaretti asked if changes 
could be made to prevent these sub-divisions from occurring.  Mr. Gunn stated that if 
Council is looking for less density, the Master Plan must reflect that.  Dr. Daniel 
expressed his strong displeasure with the Planning Board and with the number of sub-
divisions that are granted.   
 Mr. Cesaretti asked what Council can do to review the “R” values of these 
properties, especially on Lippincott Avenue and some of the other historic plots in town 
to prevent the number of sub-divisions from going forward.  Mr. Gunn stated that while 
Council has the authority to enact the legislation to amend our Zoning Ordinance, they 
should seek a recommendation from the Planning Board.  Mr. Cesaretti would like this 
issue to be placed on Council’s agenda for next year for review and to possibly update 
our Master Plan.  Mayor Martin commented that the sub-division issue would be brought 
up at the next Planning Board meeting. 
 Mr. Brown asked if Council can change the Zoning Ordinance without a 
recommendation from the Planning Board.  Mr. Gunn responded that if any change goes 



against the Master Plan, Council can still do it but you would need what they call a 
“super” majority.  Mr. Gunn also stated that a historic preservation ordinance could also 
be considered. 
SHADE TREE, BOARD OF HEALTH & ENVIRONMENTAL -Dr. Daniel 
 Dr. Daniel reported that 45 trees were taken down this year. Dr. Daniel reported 
that the issue of placing signs on trees has been resolved.  No stapling is permitted.  The 
Commission obtained a $15,000.00 grant for tree maintenance and a computer system.  
Dr. Daniel reported that the Shade Tree Commission will be keeping minutes of their 
meetings starting this January.  

 Dr. Daniel reported that our Tree Removal Contractor (Eastern Environmental 
LLC) had previously done work at the location of 1009 Beechwood at which time their 
equipment’s hydraulic line broke and spillage occurred on this property. The Borough 
was eventually required to reimburse a Landscaping Company the sum of $1,500.00 to 
repair the damages.  Dr. Daniel requested that the Solicitor draft a letter asking the 
contractor to reimburse the Borough for this amount.  Dr. Daniel will sign the letter. 
OLD BUSINESS 
UPDATE RE: BELL ZONES FOR RIVERTON AND PALMYRA 
 Mr. Smyth commented that he thought we would have had information that this 
request was placed on the Federal Railroad Administration’s docket.  However we have 
been informed by representatives from New Jersey Transit they have not received notice 
when this will happen.  Council will be kept apprised of this issue. 
NEW BUSINESS 

RESOLUTION 110-07 
TRANSFER RESOLUTION 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Smyth, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Dr. Smyth.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel aye, 
Mr. Brown aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler absent, and Mr. Cesaretti 
aye. 

RESOLUTION 111-07 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RETURN OF THE LETTER OF 

CREDIT AND AUTHORIZING THE POSTING OF A MAINTENANCE BOND 
FOR THE BRANDENBERGER/SHERIDAN PROPERTIES BLOCK 

1501, LOTS 20, 21, 22 AND 23 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Smyth, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Cesaretti.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
aye, Mr. Brown aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler absent and Mr. Cesaretti 
aye. 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 Mr. Smyth read a letter from Joseph and Bogna Pro of 403 Bank Avenue 
requesting that Bank Avenue be closed to automobile and truck traffic.  Mr. & Mrs. Pro 
cited the fact that there is a dangerous situation on Bank Avenue that must be remedied.  
They have indicated that they have met with 90% of the riverfront property owners on 
both sides of Main Street and it is unanimous that vehicular traffic be banned from Bank 



Avenue.  Mr. Cesaretti stated that he would confer with the Chief regarding this issue and 
draft a response.  Council will be kept apprised of this situation. 

RESOLUTION 112-07 
A RESOLUTION PERMITTING THE EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC FROM A 
MEETING IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES PER SECTION 8 OF THE OPEN 

PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT C.231 P.L. 1975 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Brown, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Cesaretti.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
aye, Mr. Brown aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler absent and Mr. Cesaretti 
aye.  It should be noted that Contract Negotiations-Police will be discussed. 
 At this time Mr. Cesaretti moved that we return to public session.  This was 
seconded by Mr. Brown.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel absent, Mr. Brown aye, 
Dr. Smyth absent, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler absent and Mr. Cesaretti aye. 
 There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Brown moved that the meeting be 
adjourned.  This was seconded by Mr. Cesaretti, with all present voting in the affirmative. 
 
 
 

Mary Longbottom, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 

 


