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RIVERTON BOROUGH PLANNING BOARD 
MINUTES 

December 19, 2006 
 
The Public Session of the Planning Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairman Frank Siefert. 
 
Public Notice of this meeting pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act has been given in the following manner: 
 

1. Posting notice on the official bulletin board in the Borough Office on January 23, 2006. 
2. Required Service of notice and publication in the Burlington County Times on January 25, 2006. 

 
PRESENT: Frank Siefert, Joseph Katella, Muriel Alls-Moffat, Mayor Robert Martin, Councilman Robert E. 

Smyth, Mary Lodato, Suzanne Wells, and Keith Wenig. 
Also Present:  Secretary Ken Palmer and Solicitor Tom Coleman. 

 
ABSENT: Christopher Halt. 
 
MINUTES: A motion was made by the mayor, seconded by Councilman Smyth and approved by unanimous 
voice vote to approve the minutes of the November 21, 2006 regular meeting as distributed. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
1. 11/21/06, copy of letter to mayor from Congressman Robert E. Andrews regarding a letter he had received from 

a constituent, John Rothgerber of Parker’s Flower Shop in Palmyra, concerning what he perceives as violations 
at the New Leaf.  Letter copied to planning, council, construction officer, and code officer. 

2. 12/5/06, copy of fax to Councilman Smyth from Riverton Economic Development Committee on suggested 
changes to the sign ordinance that will allow and regulate A-frame sidewalk signs.   Follow-up e-mail from 
Councilman Smyth received 12/18/06 contained same letter and stated Council wishes to act on the matter. 

3. 12/7/06, copy of letter from John Engle, County Planning Board Engineer, that the Borough’s Stormwater 
Management Plan and Ordinance have been approved. 

4. Four vouchers/invoices as presented under New Business. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Minor Subdivision Application by Estate of Agnes L. Greco, James J. Greco, Executor, 815 Homewood 
Drive, Block 1600, Lot16: 
 
Introduction and completeness review:  The secretary reviewed the phone call he received from the applicant’s 
attorney late in the day that they would not be appearing since the applicant’s attorney concurred with the board’s 
attorney that the matter needed to be re-noticed since the original notice contained deficiencies that would have 
deemed the matter not jurisdictionally complete.  The applicant plans to publish and notice the property owners 
with a corrected notice for the January meeting.  In addition they may submit a revised survey.  Mr. Coleman 
concurred with the facts provided by the secretary.  It was explained to the board and members of the public that 
once the noticing was done, the matter would again be placed on the agenda.  Anyone who had received a notice 
would receive a new one. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Request for Continuance on Application by Joe Rainer, for Preliminary and Final Site Plan Approval and 
All Required Variances and Waivers and Other Relief As Needed to Erect an Addition to 515 Main Street, 
(Block 803, Lot 9) – The secretary reviewed with the board Mr. Rainer’s request for an additional continuance 
until January.  He has not been able to complete the revisions agreed to at the first hearing.  The chair asked if 
there was any discussion and there being none, Joseph Katella motioned, Suzanne Wells seconded, and the board 
unanimously approved to grant applicant a continuance at the applicant’s request to the January meeting of the 
board.  The secretary read the following: 
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The Planning Board of the Borough of Riverton approved the following resolution at its regular meeting on 
December 19, 2006: 
 

Be it resolved by the Planning Board of the Borough of Riverton, County of Burlington, and State 
of New Jersey that consideration on the application by Joseph Rainer for preliminary and final 
site plan approval and all related waivers, variances and other as needed to erect an addition on 
the property at 515 Main Street (Block 803, Lot 9) is continued, applicant having requested an 
extension of time for consideration of the matter until the regular meeting of the Board on 
January 16, 2007. 

 
This notice provides the only official notification required of this continuance granted by the applicant unless 
subsequent amendments to the application require that formal notification be made.  The secretary will have the 
notice posted as required. 
 
Revisions to COAH Petition for Third Round Certification – Muriel stated she was not sure she had received 
all the materials sent by Tamara.  Apparently the attachments did not appear correctly on some members’ e-mails. 
Following review of the e-mails with Tamara’s submissions and clarification with everyone, the status of the 
revisions to the Housing plan were discussed.  The secretary made sure the members had a copy of the draft 
document prepared by Tamara.  Muriel stated she would make sure that she coordinates the matters with Tamara 
and Council. The chair requested that everyone review the draft changes and make sure that the board is prepared 
to act on anything it must resolve before the January 22, 2007 deadline set by COAH.  Councilman Smyth shared 
his efforts regarding formation of the Affordable Housing Committee of volunteers.  He also stated he was trying 
to find out additional details regarding the requirement that the Borough create a new Municipal Housing Liaison 
position that must be a Borough employee.  Muriel related she had heard that there are communities fighting this 
requirement.  Muriel related that there are organizations that do this kind of administration.  She also stated she 
wasn’t sure where the affordable housing was going to be found in the Borough.  Suzanne feels the marketing 
effort needs to be done and demonstrated to COAH that the effort has been expended. 
 
Reexamination of the Master Plan – Tamara’s draft was discussed following confirmation that the members had 
received the document.  The subcommittee will meet before the next meeting to review comments and coordinate 
next steps. 
 
Smart Growth Grant/Environmental Resource Inventory study – Project Scope and Timetable –Suzanne 
Wells reported on committee activity during the past month.  Work is being coordinated with Tamara Lee. 
 
Council Matters of Importance to the Board – Councilman Smyth reported on the progress on the CVS and 
Main Street projects.  He reported on county planning related issues and changes at the county level.    All the 
submissions for the centers designation report were completed.  Work has commenced on the bicycle and 
pedestrian assistance and safety grant.  The mayor stated he hopes all the issues regarding the COAH submission 
can be streamlined and finalized as soon as possible. 
 
Environmental Commission – Report tabled due to absence of Chris Halt. 
 
COAH Activity – Muriel had nothing additional to report. 
 
Architectural Review Committee – Report tabled due to absence of Chris Halt. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
Vouchers and Invoices: 

1. 12/1/06, Tamara Lee, $701.25, for review and assessment of COAH report, attend November meeting, 
and prepare summary report. 

2. 12/1/06, Tamara Lee, $1,827.50, for review master plan committee information and draft Master Plan 
Reexamination Report. 

3. 12/4/06, Raymond & Coleman, $336.00, general services, review master plan reexamination report, and 
attend November meeting. 

4. 12/4/06, Raymond & Coleman, $154.00, legal advice and services during November requested by board 
regarding Zena’s minor site plan application and old escrow issues. 

 
Following discussion and agreement that Mr. Coleman’s charges related to Zena’s Patisserie should be paid from 
the board’s budget and not escrow, a motion was made by Suzanne Wells, seconded by Muriel Alls-Moffat, and 
passed unanimously to pay the items as presented.  The board secretary will have them signed and submitted for 
payment. 
 
Revision to Sign Ordinance to Allow Sidewalk Signs – Councilman Smyth reported on the research done by the 
Economic Development Committee.  Bob also related that Council feels that the ordinance should be reviewed for 
possible revision and authorizes that the board consider the matter.  Muriel asked when the ordinance was 
changed to prohibit this type of signs.  It was not known.  Regarding the Borough not enforcing the issue for the 
time being, it was noted that is a Council matter.  The secretary related that the zoning board favored the 
ordinance being reviewed and wishes to be an active participant in the process.  Muriel is concerned that the signs 
currently being used may be dangerous where they are being placed.  The chair asked for volunteers for a 
committee to look into revisions.  Mary Lodato, Councilman Smyth and Joe Katella volunteered and Joe agreed to 
lead the committee.  Kerry Brandt, chair of the zoning board, stated he would work with Joe on who would 
represent the zoning board.  Tom Coleman stated he was reviewing the Economic Development Committee 
suggestions and would provide his comments to Councilman Smyth. 
 
2007 Budgets – Councilman Smyth stated that preliminary budget input is needed ASAP. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – The meeting was opened to public comment: 
 
• Eric Saia, 401 Martha’s Lane, commented on the new “Welcome to Riverton” signs on Broad Street at either 

end of town and asked how they were paid for.  It was stated that they were paid out of the improvement 
grant.  Credit to the efforts by Ed Gilmore was also given.   

 
 
There was no further comment and the meeting was closed to public comment. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:53 PM. 
 
Next meeting is on 01/16/2007 at 7:00 pm in the Borough Hall. 
 
Tape is on file. 
 

Kenny C. Palmer, Jr., Secretary 
RIVERTON PLANNING BOARD 


