
April 5, 2006 
 
The work session of the Riverton Borough Council was held on the above date.  Mayor 
Martin presiding. 
PRESENT: Council members Villari, Dr. Smyth, Mr. Smyth, Kinzler, Cesaretti and 
Solicitor William Martin 
ABSENT: Council member Daniel 
The following statement was read by Mayor Martin: 
Public notice of this meeting, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, has been given by 
the Municipal Clerk in the following manner: 
(a) Having written notification of all meetings to be held in 2006 published in the 
Burlington County Times on January 17, 2006 
(b) Posting written notice on the official bulletin board on January 19, 2006 
Streets & Roads Issues: a.Update Re: Broad Street Enhancement Grant. Mrs. Villari 
reported that Dante Guzzi, the Borough’s Engineer for this project, has finally submitted the 
required bid analysis to Tom Berryman of the Department of Transportation (DOT) Mrs. 
Villari explained that before a request could be made to the Federal Highway Administration 
for additional funding for this project, this written bid analysis was required to be submitted 
to the DOT’s office. Mrs. Villari expressed her extreme displeasure with the fact that our 
Engineer did not follow through with this in a timely fashion. Mrs. Vilari reported that 
Council cannot award a contract for this project until we receive written notification that our 
request for additional funding has been granted. Mrs. Villari further reported that April 21st 

(sixty days from the bid opening of February 21st) is the deadline when we can award the 
contract for this project. Mrs. Villari stated that our Solicitor, Bruce Gunn would be 
reviewing the statutes to determine if we can possibly obtain an extension to award this 
contract. Council will be kept apprised of this issue. Update: Re: Fulton Street project, 
Mrs. Villari reported that this project has been completed by American Asphalt Paving 
Company. c. NJDOT Trust Fund Project-Lippincott Avenue Ms. Villari reported that 
in 1989 the Borough had authorized the reconstruction of Lippincott Avenue. We have 
recently received notification from the Department of Transportation (DOT) that there may 
be final state aid monies due to us from this project.  Mrs. Villari stated that our records 
indicate that both Alaimo Associations and Marc Associates were the Engineers for this 
project at that time. Mrs. Villari reported that there are specific documents pertaining to this 
project that must be submitted to the DOT, Division of Local Aid and Economic 
Development before any monies can be returned to the Borough.  Mrs. Villari reported that 
our present Streets & Roads Engineer, Remington, Vernick & Arango would be assisting 
us to gather the required documentation from our previous engineers.  Mrs. Villari stated 
that Council will be kept apprised of this issue. d. Emergency Management Resolutions. 
Mrs. Villari reported that the County’s Emergency Management Office is requesting that 
Council adopt a Resolution that authorizes membership in a mutual aid and assistance 
agreement with participating units.   Mrs. Villari also reported that we need to have an 
interim Emergency Management Coordinator appointed until we are able to fill this position 
on a full-time basis.  Mrs. Villari stated that Public Works Manager, Scott Reed, has agreed 
to serve in the capacity.  After a short discussion, it was the consensus of Council to agree 
to both issues. 

 
 

RESOLUTION 48-06 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MEMBERSHIP IN A MUTUAL AID AND 

ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT WITH PARTICIPATING UNITS 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mrs. Villari, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Dr. Smyth. A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel absent, 
Mrs. Villari aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Cesaretti aye. 



RESOLUTION 48-06 
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING SCOTT REED TO SERVE AS THE INTERIM 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR FOR THE BOROUGH OF 

RIVERTON 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mrs. Villari, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Smyth.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Cesaretti 
aye. 
Request from Councilwoman Villari to extend her date of resignation from 
Borough Council until April 13, 2006.  Mrs. Villari asked that Council consider 
granting her this extension so she could be here for the budget discussion on April 12th. 

RESOLUTION 49-06 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING COUNCILWOMAN VILLARI’S REQUEST TO 

EXTEND HER DATE OF RESIGNATION FROM BOROUGH COUNCIL  
UNTIL APRIL 13, 2006 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
 The above Resolution was read by Dr. Smyth, who moved for its adoption.  This 
was seconded by Mr. Smyth.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel absent, Mrs. Villari 
aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler nay, and Mr. Cesaretti aye. 
Telecommunications Issues:a. Review of bid received for the placement of a 
telecommunications tower at the sewer plant. Mr. Smyth reported that one bid was 
received, opened and publicly read on Wednesday, March 29, 2006 at 10:00am.  T-Mobile 
USA, Inc. of Bensalem Pa. proposed the following:  A five (5) year initial term 
with five (5) additional and successive five (5) year renewal terms.  During the 
first year, T-Mobile is offering to pay the Borough of Riverton a base rental of One 
Thousand Four Hundred and no/100 dollars ($1,400.00) per month, rent shall be 
increased annually by three (3%) percent of the rent paid over the preceding year.  
T-Mobile shall pay a twenty (20%) percent or two hundred and fifty dollars 
($250.00), whichever is greater, revenue sharing (collocation) fee to the Borough of 
Riverton for any future co-locators.  In consideration, the Borough of Riverton 
allows T-Mobile the use of a 50’x50’ ground area for the construction, installation, 
operation, maintenance, repair, removal or replacement of their related 
telecommunications tower and equipment. Mr. Smyth reported that his independent 
investigation has determined that T-Mobile had five (5) years experience in the field.  After 
a discussion, it was the consensus of Council to award an option to lease Borough property 
for a telecommunications tower to T-Mobile. 

RESOLUTION 50-06 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF AN OPTION TO LEASE 

BOROUGH PROPERTY FOR A TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWER 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above resolution was read by title only by Mr. Smyth, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Cesaretti.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Cesaretti 
aye. 
Discussion: Amending Chapter 128, Article XXII to provide standards for 
telecommunication towers.  Mr. Smyth stated that Council adopted an ordinance last 
month that provided for telecommunications towers as a conditional use within the General 
Business, GB District.  Mr. Smyth reported that the Planning Board has now made 
recommendations concerning the standards for telecommunications towers as a conditional 
use.  Council reviewed and discussed a draft Ordinance prepared by our Solicitor that 
would require telecommunication towers to be subject to specific standards.  It was the 
consensus of council to agree to the recommendations and introduce an ordinance tonight. 

ORDINANCE 5-06 



AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 128, ARTICLE XXII, 
CONDITIONAL USES TO PROVIDE STANDARDS FOR 

TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS 
 The above Ordinance was read by title only for the first time by Mr. Smyth, who 
moved for its adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Cesaretti.  A poll vote was then taken.  
Dr. Daniel absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and 
Mr. Cesaretti aye. It should be noted that second reading and a public hearing on this 
Ordinance is scheduled for May 3rd. 
Meeting open to the public 
Muriel Alls-Moffatt, 202 Fulton Street, stated that she was in favor of the cell tower 
placement.  Mrs. Alls-Moffatt asked for a clarification regarding the lease agreement with 
T-Mobile. She asked if this lease was standard.  She also raised concern about the length of 
the agreement. Mr. Smyth responded that T-Mobile is proposing a five year initial lease 
term that escalates 3% each year for the first five years.  There is five additional successive 
five year renewal terms.   

Regarding the Broad Street Enhancement Grant, Mrs. Alls-Moffatt stated that this is 
not the first time that Dante Guzzi, Associates has fallen down on the job. She wants to 
know why we are retaining this firm. Mrs. Alls-Moffatt believes this firm has cost the 
Borough a lot of time and money. Mrs. Villari commented that this grant has been going on 
for the past five years. Mrs. Villari further stated that Mr. Guzzi has not been hired to do 
any other work for the Borough. Mrs. Villari commented that things were not done in a 
timely fashion by this engineering firm.  We can’t replace this firm at this late juncture into 
the project. Mr. Cesaretti concurred with Mrs. Villari’s statements. 
James Moffatt, 202 Fulton Street, asked why Mrs. Villari requested that her resignation 
from Council be extended until April 13.  Mrs. Villari responded that she wanted to remain 
on Council until the budget was introduced. Mr. Moffatt asked who was being considered 
for her replacement. Mayor Martin commented that he believes the names to be submitted 
by the Riverton Republican Committee will be William Brown, Michael Sencindiver and 
Suzanne Cairns Wells. Mr. Moffatt congratulated Gary Ford for his efforts on the new 
Borough Directory.   
Phyllis Rodgers, 405 Lippincott Avenue, provided Council with an overview regarding 
the Victorian Day event scheduled for June 17. Mrs. Rogers stated that Main Street would 
be closed from 7th Street to Bank Avenue.  Mrs. Rodgers stated that town organizations and 
businesses are being solicited for participation for this event. Mrs. Villari asked for how this 
event is being funded.  Mrs. Rogers responded that they plan on getting corporate 
sponsors. Mrs. Rodgers commented that she understands that the Borough would be 
contributing $1,000.00 towards this event. 

ORDINANCE 4-06 
“CAP ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVERTON TO EXCEED THE 

MUNICIPAL BUDGET COST OF LIVING ALLOWANCE AND TO ESTABLISH 
A CAP BANK WHEN THE COLA IS EQUAL TO OR LESS THAN 2.5 

PERCENT (N.J.S.A. 40a4-45.14) 
(IN FULL IN ORDINANCE BOOK) 

 The above Ordinance was read by title only for the second time by Mr. Kinzler, who 
moved for its adoption.  This was seconded by Mrs. Villari.  At this time, Mayor Martin 
opened this portion of the meeting to the public for any comment on this Ordinance. 
Muriel Alls-Moffatt, 202 Fulton Street asked for a clarification of what this Ordinance 
meant.  Mr. Kinzler responded.  There being no further public comment on this Ordinance, 
Mayor Martin closed this portion of the meeting to the public. A poll vote was then taken.  
Dr. Daniel absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and 
Mr. Cesaretti aye. 
Click It or Ticket Seat Belt Campaign (Enforcement Grant).  Mr. Cesaretti reported 
that our Police Department has the opportunity to participate in this grant.  The Division of 
Highway Traffic Safety is prepared to offer our Department $4,000.00 in overtime 



enforcement grant funding, to be utilized during the two-week Click It or Ticket campaign 
from May 22-June 4, 2006.  Mr. Cesaretti stated that an application must be filled out and 
submitted by April 21, 2006.  After a short discussion, it was the consensus of Council to 
participate in this grant. 

RESOLUTION 51-06 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE CLICK IT OR 

TICKET SEAT BELT ENFORCEMENT GRANT APPLICATION 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Cesaretti, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Smyth.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Cesaretti 
aye. 
Update Re: Revalauation/Reassessment of all properties in Riverton Mr. Kinzler 
reported that he discussed this issue with our Tax Assessor, Tom Davis.  Given that our 
index ratio is not where it needs to be, the County has previously informed us that we need 
to do a revaluation/reassessment.  Mr. Kinzler further stated that the county has not ordered 
us to do this yet.  Mr. Kinzler stated that we have a couple of options. We can authorize our 
Tax Assessor to seek proposals now for a 2007 reassessment that would be effective in 
2008, or wait until an order is given.  Mr. Kinzler stated that this is not Mr. Davis’ preferred 
path to take.  We may be put into a situation where we would be much more limited.  Mr. 
Kizler stated that we sought proposals in 2005 and received one bid which was high.  Mr. 
Davis believes if Council moves forward with the process now, we would probably receive 
more bids.  Mr. Davis estimates that it should cost between $85,000.00 and $100,000.00 to 
do this project.  Mr. Davis has informed him that the Borough can pay out this fee over a 
five year period.  After a short discussion, it was the consensus of Council to move forward 
with this project now. 

RESOLUTION 52-06 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR THE 
REVALUATION/REASSESSMENT OF ALL PROPERTIES IN THE BOROUGH 

OF RIVERTON 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Kinzler, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Dr. Smyth.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr.Cesaretti 
aye. 
Discussion: Request for the placement of a peace pole in Riverton.  Dr. Smyth 
reported that there is an organized committee (he listed the names) in town for the placement 
of a peace pole in Riverton.  The pole would be approximately 8 feet high with messages of 
peace printed on all four sides. Dr. Smyth stated that this is a passive presence but 
supporting our quest for peace around the world. Dr. Smyth stated that the Committee is 
trying to obtain non-profit status for their fund raising efforts to purchase the pole. Dr. 
Smyth stated that the Committee is looking to place the pole on property that is not owned 
by the Borough. Dr. Smyth further stated that there would be no expense to the Borough.  
Mayor Martin asked if the Borough would be asked to support it. Dr. Smyth stated that the 
Borough could give an affirmation that this would be a welcome addition to the community.  
Mayor Martin asked if anyone from Council thought this was political in nature.  Mr. 
Cesaretti responded that he did. Dr. Smyth asked how it was political.  Mr. Cesaretti 
commented that members of the peace pole committee may be anti-war. Mayor Martin 
asked Margaret Wark, 406 Howard Street if this would be offensive or not offensive to 
her. Mrs. Wark’s son served in the armed services at the beginning of the war in Iraq. Mrs. 
Wark stated that she initially had concerns about the pole because she wasn’t sure what it 
meant. She also stated that some of members of the committee she knows to be definitely 
anti-war.  She is unsure what the committee’s idea of peace is.  Dr. Smyth stated that there 
is nothing anti-war about the peace pole. Mrs. Wark would be interested in knowing about 



the other communities who have these types of poles, in particular who has been involved 
with this.  Dr. Smyth stated that there are 200,000 peace poles so far in different places 
around the United States.  Mr. Cesaretti stated that he would be curious if any members of 
the peace pole committee recently had an anti-war protest. Mrs. Alls-Moffatt, 202 Fulton 
Street strongly stated that a peace pole means you want peace. Mayor Martin believes we 
might be supporting something that is making a political statement.  Mrs. Alls-Moffatt 
strongly stated that nobody can sit here and say that they are for war.  You have to be for 
peace.  James Moffatt, 202 Fulton Street, doesn’t disagree with what Mrs. Alls-Moffatt 
said.  Mr. Moffatt does believe the peace pole is political. Everything in life is political. 
Speaking for himself, he believes it is anti-war.  Mr. Moffatt congratulated Dr. Smyth for 
doing an unpopular thing in this Republican pro-war town. Dr. Smyth commented that he 
has worked his whole life working in an atmosphere of peace. Mr. Cesaretti commented that 
he believes the pole should be placed on private property and not on public property. Dr. 
Smyth stated that the pole will not go on public land.  Mr. Cesaretti asked why the 
Committee is asking for Council’s support.  Dr. Smyth commented that they are merely 
asking that Council welcome something like this in the community as long as it is not 
placed on public property. Mr. Smyth believes the issue is whether the peace pole would be 
placed on public property.  You are then putting the Council in a position of how would we 
know whether the majority of our taxpayers would want this.  Dr. Smyth believes that he 
perceives Council’s feeling on this issue is that it not be placed on public property.  Mr. 
Cesaretti commented that if the pole is place on private property, then Council should not be 
asked to do anything.   William Brown, 617 Linden Avenue asked what goes on the 
pole. Dr. Smyth explained that it would be a four sided pole over 8 feet high. Messages of 
peace on earth would be placed on it in English and seven other languages. Mr. Brown 
Brown asked if anybody could come along and place something on the pole.  Dr. Smyth 
responded no, it is manufactured so that when the pole is obtained, the peace messages are 
already on the pole.  Following a protracted discussion on this issue, it was the consensus to 
revisit this issue. Dennis and Anne Creter, who are on the Peace Pole Committee, will be 
here next week to make a presentation for Council’s information. 

PROCLAMATION-SHADE TREE COMMISSION DAY 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Proclamation was read in full by Mayor Martin.  Mayor Martin asked if 
a member of Council would be available to attend this celebration at the Riverton School on 
April 27th.  Dr. Smyth volunteered to attend. 

RESOLUTION 53-06 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE BURLINGTON 

COUNTY SHARED SERVICES FORUM 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Smyth, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Cesaretti.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Dr. Smyth aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Kinzler aye and Mr. Cesaretti 
aye. 
Discussion: request from the Riverton Business Association to waive the 
application fees for vendors for Victorian Day (Chapter 96-3 of the Borough Code) 
Mrs. Rogers stated that most other towns waive the required fees for craft shows (mom and 
pop like vendors).  Mrs. Rodgers believes we will get no vendors to participate in this event 
if they must comply with this ordinance. Mrs. Rodgers is asking Council to waive this 
requirement for this one event to see how it goes.  However, Mrs. Rodgers stated that any 
crafters and artists wanting to participate will be required by the Riverton Business & Civic 
Association & Economic Development Committee to fill out an application and submit a 
$20.00 fee. Mrs. Rodgers is hoping that this form will provide enough background 
information on the vendors.  Mr. Cesaretti stated that while Mrs. Rodgers is asking Council 
to waive their required fee by Ordinance, she will be charging the crafters a fee to 
participate. Mr. Cesaretti also raised concern about the amount it will cost us in police 



overtime for this event.  The fees collected from our Ordinance requirements could help 
defray some of these costs.  Mrs. Rodgers stated that this is the first time an aggressive 
event like this is going to happen in Riverton. There are a lot of unknowns. She has been 
looking at what other communities do for guidance in this regard.  Mrs. Rogers strongly 
stated that we need to know where Council stands on this issue. Mrs. Rodgers stated that if 
we have to comply with the current ordinance on the books, there will not be an event. Mr. 
Cesaretti believes consistency if important.  If we waive this requirement what happens next.  
Mrs. Rogers believes the current fee listed in the ordinance along with the inconvenience of 
coming to the Police Department to take care of the additional requirements (fingerprinting, 
etc.) would be a big stumbling block for these vendors.  A lengthy discussion then ensued. 
Solicitor Martin stated that he conferred with Solicitor Gunn about whether the Council can 
waive the requirements of the ordinance. Mr. Martin did not know if they have the authority 
to do that and Mr. Gunn agreed. Mr. Martin believes Council would have to amend the 
Ordinance. Mr. Martin suggested holding off until next week for a more thorough opinion.  
Mr. Martin also stated that in addition to asking for this waive, Council is also being asked 
to adopt a one day umbrella license for the Victorian Day event, to cover all vendors.  Mr. 
Martin doesn’t know what authority Council would have to do this. Discussion resumed 
with the consensus being that no decision be rendered until a detailed opinion is obtained 
from our Solicitor by next Wednesday’s Council meeting. 
Preliminary agenda for April 12.  The Clerk reviewed this with the Governing Body. 

REVIEW OF POTENTIAL CHANGES TO THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS 
ACT LAW 

 Solicitor Martin reviewed a bill sponsored by Senator Robert Martin concerning 
amendments for the Open Public Meetings Act (OPMA).  Solicitor Martin stated that the 
League of Municipalities has voiced concerns with many of the proposals of this bill.  A 
copy of the League’s concerns is on file with the Municipal Clerk and has been distributed 
to Council. Some of these are as follows: the bill provides that “any violation” of OPMA 
by a public official, not just a willful violation, be punishable by substantial fines, which 
must be paid individually by the official, not the municipality, the requirement that all 
“executive sessions” be recorded, increasing public participation requirements at all public 
meetings, an enforcement section allows for attorneys fees in enforcement actions to be 
awarded only to a successful plaintiff, not to a successful public body, requiring that all 
minutes be available within five (5) business days, requiring local governments to have an 
internet site and the conversion of the Government Records Council to an Open 
Government Council. Solicitor Martin and the Clerk asked that Council thoroughly review 
the impact that the passage of this bill would have. This issue was taken under advisement. 
Meeting open to the public 
Muriel Alls-Moffatt, 202 Fulton Street, asked if Tommy Merino was still out on sick 
leave.  Mr. Cesaretti responded yes. Mrs. Alls-Moffatt asked when he is expected back. Mr. 
Cesaretti responded that we area still awaiting another opinion from a doctor. 
Phyllis Rodgers, 405 Lippincott Avenue commented on how aggressive Collingswood 
Borough elected officials have been in acquiring property and in redevelopment.  Mrs.  
Rodgers asked where the Council stands on the possible acquisition of the Post Office. She 
considers that building to be a key piece to the missing puzzle for the downtown district.  
Mayor Martin stated that he is not in favor of purchasing that building.  He would rather see 
the Post Office be redeveloped and become a rateable to help the taxpayers. Mrs. Rodgers 
stated that she didn’t mean necessarily acquiring the building for municipal services.  She 
would also rather see it be acquired for a nominal amount.  Mayor Martin does not think 
they would sell it to us for a small amount.  Mayor Martin would rather let private 
developers come in and do it.  Mrs. Rodgers stated that if the Borough owned the building, 
we would control who goes in there.  She does not feel we should be shortsighted regarding 
this issue.  Sometimes you have to make hard decisions. 
Muriel Alls-Moffatt, 202 Fulton Street does not feel that we should abandon the 
possible purchase of the Post Office as a municipal building. The current municipal 



building is not in compliance for numerous reasons.  Mr. Cesaretti asked where we stand 
regarding the acquisition of this property.  He reminded Council that a vote was taken to 
negotiate to buy it for a price not to exceed $175,000.00. He asked for a status report.  Dr. 
Smyth stated that the issue died for lack of oxygen.  Mrs. Rogers believes we could acquire 
it for a lot less.  Mr. Cesaretti asked if we were in violation of not following through on our 
own Resolution. Solicitor Martin asked when the resolution was passed.  The response was 
December 2004. Mrs. Rodgers stated that if negotiations do take place, we should start 
much lower. 
 There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Cesaretti moved that the meeting be 
adjourned.  This was seconded by Mrs. Villari, with all present voting in the affirmative. 
 
 
 

Mary Longbottom, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 

 


