
June 1, 2005 
 
The work session of the Riverton Borough Council was held on the above date. Mayor 
Martin presiding.  
PRESENT:  Council members Villari (arrived at 7:10pm), Smyth, Gilmore (arrived at 
7:04pm), Cesaretti, Alls-Moffatt and Solicitor Bruce M. Gunn 
ABSENT: Council member Daniel 
The following statement was read by Mayor Martin: 
Public notice of this meeting, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Notice Act, has been 
given by the Municipal Clerk in the following manner: 
(a) Having written notification of all meetings to be held in 2005 published in the 
Burlington County Times on December 29, 2004 
(b) Posting written notice on the official bulletin board on January 4, 2005 

RESOLUTION 62-05 
A RESOLUTION PERMITTING THE EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC FROM A 
MEETING IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES PER SECTION 8 OF THE OPEN 

PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT C.231 P.L. 1975 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Cesaretti, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Smyth.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
absent, Mrs. Villari absent, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Gilmore absent, Mr. Cesaretti aye and Mrs. 
Alls-Moffatt aye.  It should be noted that contract negotiations and litigation matters will be 
discussed. 
 At this time Mr. Cesaretti moved that we return to public session.  This was 
seconded by Mrs. Alls-Moffatt.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel absent, Mrs. Villari 
aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Gilmore aye, Mr. Cesaretti aye and Mrs. Alls-Moffatt aye. 
COAH ISSUES:  a. Revised spending plan for the Borough of Riverton.  Mrs. Alls-
Moffatt reported that the Borough is required to approve a revised spending plan as a 
condition of the State’s approval of our revised development fee ordinance.  Mrs. Alls-
Moffatt reported that the Planning Board adopted a revised spending plan for the Housing 
Element and Fair Share Plan for the Borough by Resolution at their May 17th meeting.  

RESOLUTION 63-05 
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING REVIEW OF THE REVISED SPENDING 

PLAN FOR THE BOROUGH OF RIVERTON 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mrs. Alls-Moffatt, who moved for 
its adoption. This was seconded by Mr. Cesaretti.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Gilmore aye, Mr. Cesaretti aye and Mrs. Alls-
Moffatt aye. 

RESOLUTION 64-05 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TREASURER TO OPEN A SEPARATE 
INTEREST BEARING HOUSING TRUST FUND ACCOUNT AT FARMERS’ & 

MECHANICS BANK 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mrs. Alls-Moffatt, who moved for 
its adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Gilmore.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Gilmore aye, Mr. Cesaretti aye and Mrs. Alls-
Moffatt aye. 
c. Review of memo from Tamara Lee, Planner, regarding the Zoning Board’s 
approval of the Brandenberger application  Our Solicitor requested that this issue be 
tabled by Council for now.  He needs to confer with the Zoning Board’s Attorney.  Mr. 
Gunn stated that he thinks there may be an appeal to the Board’s decision regarding this 
application.  Since Council would be the appealing bode, he doesn’t want Council to 



discuss this issue now or render an informal opinion.  Council will be kept apprised of this 
issue. 

RESOLUTION 65-05 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN A NEW JERSEY 

ACCESS PERMIT NUMBER 05-364 PERMITTING THE OPERATION OF THE 
HISTORIC RIVERTON FARMERS’ MARKET ON NEW JERSEY TRANSIT 

PROPERTY 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Cesaretti, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mrs. Villari.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Gilmore aye, Mr. Cesaretti aye and Mrs. Alls-
Moffatt aye. 
Discussion: Joint meeting (one hour) of Borough Council and the Planning Board 
on June 8 at 6:00pm Re: Master Plan Mrs. Alls-Moffatt reported that the Planning 
Board has requested this special meeting.  Mrs. Alls-Moffatt reported that the Master Plan 
subcommittee of the Planning Board had their first meeting last night. It was a very good 
meeting and Mrs. Alls-Moffatt anticipates that this will go smoothly.  Mr. Gilmore stated 
that he objects to having this joint meeting. Mr. Gilmore does not think anything will be 
gained in one hour.  Mr. Gilmore also feels that the Planning Board is a divisive group.  
Mr. Gilmore believes our Master Plan is a very good plan.  Mr. Gilmore does not feel that 
much work needs to be done to the plan during the reexamination process. Mayor Martin 
stated that the Planning Board is concerned that they will put together a plan and that 
Council might have problems with it. That is why they want to have this joint meeting, so 
that Council can give them input during the early stages of working on the plan.  The Clerk 
will take care of advertising this special meeting in the Burlington County Times. 
Suggested revisions to our Zoning Ordinances.  Mr. Gilmore suggested changing the 
Zoning for the National Casein property (Block 1500 Lot 2) to a park designation. Mr. 
Gilmore distributed material for Council to review. Mr. Gilmore stated that on one portion 
of this property is a piece of Dreer’s nursery.  Mr. Gilmore believes part of the property 
could be used to house the public works vehicles. Mr. Gilmore stated that the warehouse on 
this property could be utilized for indoor soccer or basketball.  He believes this would be a 
great recreational source for the Borough.  The property would also give us a field 
somewhere around 300x500.  This could also be used as a soccer field.  Mr. Gilmore stated 
that there are other parts of this property that could be developed for senior citizen housing, 
professional offices or retail space.  Mr. Gilmore believes that the income we would get 
from this would be three times the income we are already getting now from National Casein 
in taxes.  Mr. Gilmore suggested that the members of Council review what he distributed, 
and take the time to look at the National Casein property. Mr. Gilmore would like to discuss 
this issue at next week’s meeting.  He believes this would be a wonderful opportunity for 
us. Mr. Smyth asked the Solicitor if Council could proceed with making these types of 
changes while National Casein is still the owner.  The Solicitor stated that yes, Council can 
consider zoning changes.  The owners would have to be given notice to voice any 
objections. Mayor Martin asked if this zoning change were to be made, could the zone 
designation be changed again when a developer comes to us.  Mr. Gunn stated yes, our 
zoning ordinance would have to be amended at that time.  
Update Re: Possible revaluation of all properties in Riverton.  Mr. Smyth reviewed a 
sample packet of information prepared by our Tax Assessor that will be included with our 
request for proposals.  Mr. Smyth also reviewed a list of potential companies that do 
revaluations and reassessments. 

RESOLUTION 66-05 
A RESOLUTION TO PROCEED WITH THE REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR 
THE POSSIBLE REVALUATION/REASSESSMENT OF ALL PROPERTIES IN 

THE BOROUGH OF RIVERTON 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 



 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Smyth, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Cesaretti.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Gilmore aye, Mr. Cesaretti aye and Mrs. Alls-
Moffatt aye. 
Update Re: Broad Street Enhancement Grant.  Mr. Gilmore reported that Mrs. Alls-
Moffatt, Mrs. Villari and himself met with our Auditor to discuss this grant.  Mr. Gilmore 
stated that while this is a reimbursable grant, the Borough till needs to have the monies in 
place for the project.  Mr. Gilmore reported that it is the Auditor’s recommendation that 
Council authorize that we obtain a grant anticipation note in the amount of the grant, 
contingent upon receiving the necessary approvals form the County State and Federal 
agencies who oversee this grant. Mr. Gilmore reported that the interest on this grant would 
have to be considered as part of next year’s budget. 

RESOLUTION 67-05 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THAT A GRANT ANTICIPATION NOTE IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $335,000.00 BE OBTAINED FOR THE BROAD STREET 
ENHANCEMENT GRANT PROJECT CONTINGENT UPON THE RECEIPT OF 

FINAL APPROVAL BEING RECEIVED FROM THE COUNTY, STATE AND 
FEDERAL AGENCIES OVERSEEING THIS GRANT 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Gilmore, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mrs. Alls-Moffatt. A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Gilmore aye, Mr. Cesaretti aye and Mrs. Alls-
Moffatt aye.  
Discussion:  Possible donation of three Borough computers (no longer needed) to 
the Palmyra, Cinnaminson, Riverton Emergency Medical Services.  The Clerk 
reported that this organization has made a written request asking that Council consider 
donating these computers to them.  These computers are no longer needed by the Borough.  
The Solicitor stated that the statutes require that we sell these computers for a nominal 
consideration.  Mr. Gunn suggested the sum of $1.00.  Council concurred with this  

RESOLUTION 68-05 
A RESOLUTION TO SELL BOROUGH COMPUTERS FOR NOMINAL 

CONSIDERATION 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Cesaretti, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mrs. Alls-Moffatt.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. 
Daniel absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Gilmore aye, Mr. Cesaretti aye and 
Mrs. Alls-Moffatt aye. 

RESOLUTION 69-05 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE BURLINGTON 

COUNTY SHARED SERVICES FORUM 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Smyth, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mrs. Alls-Moffatt. A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel 
absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Gilmore aye, Mr. Cesaretti abstained, and Mrs. 
Alls-Moffatt aye. 

RESOLUTION 70-05 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF PARK PERSONNEL FOR 

THE 2005 SUMMER PROGRAMS AND SETTING FEES FOR THE PARK 
PROGRAM AND ARTS AND CRAFTS PROGRAM 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Gilmore, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mrs. Alls-Moffatt.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. 
Daniel absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Gilmore aye, Mr. Cesaretti aye and 
Mrs. Alls-Moffatt aye. 



Discussion:  Room reservations for the League conference Atlantic City on 
November 15-18 of this year.  At this time only Mr. Cesaretti and Mrs. Alls-Moffatt 
requested that room reservations for them be made for November 16 and 17. 
Preliminary agenda for June 8.  The Clerk reviewed this with the Governing Body. 
Police Department Announcements 

Mr. Cesaretti announced that Patrolman Matt Kirk received his Bachelor of Science 
degree for Criminal Justice from Penn State University 

Mr. Cesaretti announced that the Department submitted and the Borough received a 
Domestic Violence Training Grant in the amount of $2,500.00.  
 Chief Norcross announced that there has been a rash of burglaries over the last 24-
48 hours.  Most of these occurred on the river side of the Borough on Fulton Street, Second 
Street and Thomas Avenue.  Chief Norcross encourages residents to keep their homes 
secure and to inform the Police Department if they will be on vacation.  There is a specific 
form that a resident can pick up at the Department for this. It will also be placed on the 
website. 
 Chief Norcross announced that his Department has negotiated a computer 
consulting services contract with Networks Plus of Palmyra.  Chief Norcross stated that the 
proposed contract has been reviewed by the Borough’s Solicitor.  Mr. Gunn commented 
that he has some recommended revisions that he would like reflected into this agreement 
before Council approves its.  A short discussion then ensued.  It was the consensus that 
Council be given more time to review the documentation before a decision is reached.  This 
issue will be placed on next week’s agenda for consideration. 
 Mr. Gilmore queried the Chief regarding the large trucks trying to get down Main 
Street and what can be done to remedy this situation.  Chief Norcross stated that he has 
contacted the County Engineer to obtain “No Truck Route signs for Main Street. 
Dolecky/Horner Litigation.  Mr. Smyth asked Mr. Gunn to summarize recent 
correspondence received about this case.  Mr. Gunn reported that the Judge ruled that the 
property between Bank Avenue and the river is private property.  The Judge upheld the 
validity of the Borough’s riverwall ordinance.  The Judge has ordered Dolecky/Horner to 
obtain permits from the Army Corp of Engineers within 20 days of the final order. One 
hundred twenty (120) days from that date Dolecky/Horner must rebuild their riverwall.  Mr. 
Gunn stated that if this is not done by that timeframe the Borough has a right to enforce its 
ordinance either by penalties or fines. The Borough could also fix the walls and attach a lien 
to the properties. Mr. Gunn stated that Judge Sweeney has not signed the order yet.  Mr. 
Gunn stated that this order can be appealed within 45 days from the date that the order is 
signed.  Council will be kept apprised of this issue. 
Farmers’ & Mechanics Bank Parking Issue.  Mr. Gunn reported that he would be 
preparing a Resolution for next week’s meeting that will permit us to enforce Title 39 
regarding parking on the Bank parking lot on Harrison Street..  Mr. Gunn reported that the 
President of the Bank has signed the agreement, conditioned upon the Department of 
Transportation approving the application regarding Title 39 enforcement.   
Meeting open to the Public 
Michael Heine, 206 Carriage House Lane, raised concern about Mr. Gilmore’s 
suggestions that the National Casein property be turned into a non-productive park. Mr. 
Heine asked Mr. Gilmore what the taxes are on that piece of ground. Mr. Gilmore 
responded that he did not know. Mr. Heine believes that Council members should be 
discouraged from making personal and nasty remarks. Mr. Heine is opposed to turning 
productive rateables into non-productive park land, without giving any thought to what the 
costs would be.   
 Mr. Heine made a proposal to Council to purchase the First Church of Christ 
Scientist on Main Street, Cinnaminson, New Jersey for use as our Borough facility. Mr. 
Heine commented that a portion of this property is in Riverton.  Mr. Heine believes Council 
should consider this purchase immediately. The Church is 5000 square feet and could 
provide as many as sixty parking spaces.  Mr. Heine would like to address Council about 



this issue in closed session tonight.  Mr. Hein stated that the demand price of the church is 
$800,000.00 and he believes the property could be instantly useable. Mr. Heine estimates 
that is would only cost $100,000.00. to renovate the church for our use.   
Sgt. Gerry Furrer, informed Council that the Police Department received approval from 
the Construction Official regarding their lighting project in the park.   
Tom McAvenia, 802 Main Street, requested that Council consider doing a Resolution 
that strongly opposes the Department of the Army’s Plan to dump the Byproduct of VX 
into the Delaware River.  Mr. McAvenia reported that VX is a liquid with a consistency of 
mineral oil that can kill a healthy adult male with a single pinpoint droplet.  Mr. McAvenia 
provided Council with detailed information for their information.  After a short discussion, it 
was the consensus of Council that the Solicitor draft a Resolution and that it placed on next 
week’s agenda for action  
Donna Tyson, 206 Carriage House Lane, stated that she supports Mr. McAvenia’s 
request of Council regarding the VX Byproduct.  Ms. Tyson is opposed to the possibility 
of turning the National Casein property into park land. Ms. Tyson stated that she is a strong 
supporter of the Police Department. Ms. Tyson believes that an inspection should be done 
of the adjoining riverwalls to the Dolecky/Horner properties.  Ms. Tyson thanked resident 
Bernard Swiderek for calling the Army Corps of Engineers regarding the Dolecky/Horner 
riverwall problems.  Ms. Tyson would like to see a cohesive sign program in town. Ms. 
Tyson urged Council to look at the First Church of Christ Scientist and consider 
purchasing it as a municipal building. 
James Moffatt, 202 Fulton Street, thanked Mr. Gunn for all his work on the 
Dolecky/Horner litigation.  
Chief Norcross raised concern about the erosion problems at 109 Bank Avenue (Horner 
property) Mr. Gunn commented that we could make an application to the court (through 
Judge Sweeney) letting them know that this is an emergent matter that needs to be 
addressed.  Mr. Gunn commented that he would determine what steps we can take, such as 
the placement of barriers at this location. 
Michael Heine, 206 Carriage House Lane, expressed concern that if we don’t address 
the erosion problem at the Horner property, we may be facing a loss of coverage.  

 At this time, Mr. Smyth made a motion to return to closed session to hear 
information provided by Michael Heine on the possible acquisition of the First Church of 
Christ Scientist to be utilized as a municipal facility.  This was seconded by Mrs. Villari.  A 
poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Gilmore 
nay, Mr. Cesaretti nay and Mrs. Alls-Moffatt aye.  It should be noted that Mr. Gilmore left 
the meeting at this point and was not present for the closed session portion. 

At this time, Mr. Smyth moved that we return to public session.  This was seconded 
by Mrs. Villari.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel absent, Mrs. Villari aye, Mr. Smyth 
aye, Mr. Gilmore absent, Mr. Cesaretti aye and Mrs. Alls-Moffatt aye. 
 There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Smyth moved that the meeting be 
adjourned.  This was seconded by Mrs. Villari, with all present voting in the affirmative. 
 
 
 
 

Mary Longbottom, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 

 


