
December 7, 2005 
 
The work session of the Riverton Borough Council was held on the above date.  Mayor 
Martin presiding.   
PRESENT: Council members Daniel, Villari, Smyth (arrived at 7:02pm), Gilmore, 
Cesaretti, Alls-Moffatt and Solicitor Bruce M. Gunn 
The following statement was read by Mayor Martin: 
Public notice of this meeting, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, has been given by 
the Municipal Clerk in the following manner: 
(a) Having written notification of all meetings to be held in 2005 published in the 
Burlington County Times on December 29, 2004 
(b) Posting written notice on the official bulletin board on January 4, 2005 
COAH Issues: Discussion: Petitioning COAH for third round substantive 
certification by December 20, 2005 (Tamara Lee, Planner present) 
 Tamara Lee provided an overview as to how the Borough was certified by COAH on 
round two of the certification process in 2000.  Ms. Lee informed Council that the Planning 
Board has worked very hard and has completed their part of the present round three 
submission package, which must be submitted to COAH by December 19th.  Ms. Lee 
reviewed the Housing Element plan that the Planning Board generated and approved at their 
November 15th meeting in detail.  A copy is on file with the Municipal Clerk.  Ms. Lee 
stated that this newly adopted plan now becomes part of the Master Plan.  Ms. Lee 
commented that under the round two rules, the State simply told us where the obligations 
were.  Under round three, we now have to project what the growth in the town would be.  
Based on that, we can calculate what our affordable housing obligation will be.  Ms. Lee 
explained that the housing element summarizes what the latest census status is.  It also 
describes our growth share projection.  This is essentially based on the state’s formula; 
however, there were a couple of different things that we needed to take into account.  One 
was the history of building here in town.  This was accomplished by looking at building 
permits that have been issued.  Ms. Lee stated that we found out that over the last ten years 
there has been a net increase of one new residential and absolutely no new increase in 
commercial space.   The second factor is based on zoning.  Ms. Lee explained that here in 
Riverton our zoning is designed to reflect existing conditions which are built out so we 
anticipate no growth in the residential areas or even in the neighborhood business area.  Ms. 
Lee stated that the only place where there might be any growth is in the general business 
area and that is predominately because of the National Casein properties.  Ms. Lee stated 
that she was able to calculate an estimated amount of growth that might be generated on the 
National Casein property based on the existing zoning.  She was then able to translate that 
into an affordable housing obligation.  The third component of the growth share projections 
come from applications which are currently before the Zoning Board.  Ms. Lee stated that 
the Planning Board basically thought that the easiest way for the Borough to take care of 
their affordable housing obligation would be through something called exclusionary zoning.  
Ms. Lee explained that essentially, you zone a part of the Borough to ensure that affordable 
housing will be developed there.  Ms. Lee stated that the only area that might get developed 
is essentially within the general business zone and what is left in that zone to be developed 
is the National Casein site.  Ms. Lee stated that the Planning Board is suggesting that we 
change the zoning for the National Casein property.  It is currently zoned for retail and 
office space.  The new zone would include primarily offices but also up to ten housing 
units, five of which would be affordable housing.  We would then have five affordable units 
plus five marketable units.  Ms. Lee stated that Council would need to be comfortable with 
any proposed zoning changes.  Ms. Lee then proceeded with a detailed and thorough 
explanation of what Council needs to approve tonight for the third round COAH 
certification process.  They are an endorsement of the Housing Element, a Resolution 
asking COAH to review a draft revision to our development fee ordinance and a Resolution 



pertaining to a spending plan.  A discussion then ensued with the following Resolutions 
considered for adoption, by the Governing Body.     

RESOLUTION 119-05 
A RESOLUTION TO PETITION THE COUNCIL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

FOR SUBSTANTIVE CERTIFICATION AND TO ADOPT THE AMENDED 
HOUSING ELEMENT AND FAIR SHARE PLAN 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
RESOLUTION 120-05 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF REVISED 
DEVELOPMENT FEE ORDINANCE 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

RESOLUTION 121-05 
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF  

A SPENDING PLAN 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 Mr. Smyth read Resolutions 119-05, 120-05 and 121-05 by title only and moved 
that they be adopted.  This was seconded by Mrs. Alls-Moffatt.  A poll vote was then taken.  
Dr. Daniel aye, Mrs. Villari aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Gilmore aye, Mr. Cesaretti aye and 
Mrs. Alls-Moffatt aye. 
Update Re: Smart Growth Grant Status.  Ms. Lee reported that the Office of Smart 
Growth has inquired if Council has decided upon a planning project to utilize the grant 
funds that Riverton received a number of years ago.  Mrs. Alls-Moffatt asked if we could 
have a traffic study done because one is desperately needed.  Ms. Lee stated that we could 
combine a traffic study with a parking study. Ms. Lee stated that we could get a high 
resolution aerial map which is a wonderful thing to have.  It is a great planning tool to have.  
Ms. Lee stated that we could combine the traffic study and aerial map right in the proposed 
scope of work which would really help with future development.  Ms. Lee stated that other 
project possibilities would be a study on the reuse of the Post Office or something to do 
with recreation. After a short discussion, it was the consensus of Council to do a traffic 
study.  Ms. Lee will inform the Office of Smart Growth that this is the direction that 
Council wishes to go.  Ms. Lee will draft a proposed scope of work for Council’s review 
before submission to the Office of Smart Growth.  Council will be kept informed regarding 
this issue. 
Update Re: Centers of Place Grant.  Mr. Gilmore reported that both he and Mr. 
Cesaretti met with Joseph Augustyn of Alaimo Associates to discuss this grant and how 
best to proceed. A copy of the grant is on file with the Municipal Clerk. Mr. Gilmore stated 
that Riverton was given $60,000.00 in grant money.  Mr. Gilmore further stated that 
$6,000.00 of the grant money can go toward engineering.  Mr. Gilmore reported that Mr. 
Augustyn has indicated that the engineering costs for this would be $12,000.00.  Mrs. 
Villari raised strong concern about the amount of the engineering fees.  Mrs. Villari 
reminded that we don’t have an additional $6,000.00 in this year’s budget to cover these 
costs.  Mr. Gilmore suggested putting the additional engineering costs in next year’s 
budget.  Once again, Mrs. Villari raised concern about doing this. Mr. Gunn stated that if 
Council decides to move forward with this, they could place a not to exceed amount in the 
required resolution.  A discussion then ensued. 

RESOLUTION 122-05 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RICHARD A. ALAIMO ASSOCIATES TO 

DESIGN THE GATEWAY TO RIVERTON, STREETSCAPE AND DELAWARE 
RIVER HERITAGE TRAIL PROJECT 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Gilmore, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mrs. Alls-Moffatt.  A poll vote was then taken. Dr. Daniel 
aye, Mrs. Villari abstained, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Gilmore aye, Mr. Cesaretti aye and Mrs. 
Alls-Moffatt aye. 



Discussion: Request from Brandenberger/Sheridan to vacate Mattis Lane. Mr. 
Gunn reported that David Oblerlander, the attorney for Brandenberger/Sheridan has filed 
this formal request.  Mr. Gunn stated the issue of Mattis Lane being a public right of way 
surfaced during Mr. Brandenberger’s application before the Zoning Board.  Mr. Gunn 
stated that one concern raised by the Board was the possibility that a sewer line runs 
beneath this location. Mr. Gunn stated that our Licensed Wastewater Plant Operator, Brad 
Young, has done a memo stating that there are no sewer lines between Cinnaminson Street 
and Main Street. However, Public Works Manager Scott Reed commented that there is a 
sewer line from Cinnaminson Street to Cedar Street.  Mr. Reed expressed concern that the 
Borough should not give up any easement rights if we decide to vacate this property.  Mr. 
Gunn stated that an Ordinance would have to be done if Council decides to vacate this 
property. Mr. Gunn stated that we would have to have an easement to maintain the sewer 
lines at that location.  Mr. Cesaretti stated that a member of the Mattis family came before 
Council a number of months ago.   This family member explained that Mattis Lane had 
been dedicated to her grandfather.  Mr. Cesaretti suggested that if we decide to vacate this 
property, perhaps something else could be dedicated to the Mattis family, such as a bench or 
a light post.  Mr. Gunn stated that that could be incorporated into the required Ordinance.  
Mr. Reed commented that he would supply our Solicitor with maps of where our sewer 
lines start and end at this location.  It was the consensus of Council that this issue be 
discussed next year after the new Council members are sworn in. 
Streets, Roads & Sewer Issues: 
Update Re: 2006 Community Development Project. Mrs. Villari reminded Council that 
all proposed projects and activities to meet this grant’s criteria must either principally 
benefit low and moderate income persons or aid in the prevention or elimination of slums 
and blight, and meet other community development needs identified in the Assessment of 
Needs section of the Pre-application package.  Mrs. Villari further stated that she has 
discussed this issue with the Community Development Coordinator, John Smith, to 
determine if there were any potential projects the Borough could do that would meet this 
grant’s requirements. Mrs. Villari stated that, unfortunately, the Borough will not be able to 
participate because we do not have a project that would meet this grant’s criteria. 
Update Re: Fulton Street.  Mrs. Villari stated that a preconstruction meeting regarding 
this project was held on November 30.  Mrs. Villari stated that this project is scheduled to 
start next week.  Council will be kept informed. 
Requirement from the Delaware River Basin Commission Re: Pollutant 
Minimization Plan for Sewer Plant.  Mrs. Villari reported that we have received 
notification from the Delaware Riverton Basin Commission that the Borough is required to 
have a Pollutant Minimization Plan for the Wastewater Treatment Facility by January 25, 
2006.  Mrs. Villari reported that we have obtained two proposals so far to do this work.  
The first was from T&M Associates in the amount of $13,600.00.  The second is from 
Omni Environmental Corporation in the amount of $3,000.00.  Mrs. Villari stated that we 
are going to obtain one more proposal from Remington, Vernick and Arango for this work. 
She will report back to Council at next week’s meeting 
Update: Stormwater Regulations.  Mrs. Villari reported that Terry Vogt of 
Remington,Vernick & Arango has sent us notification that our Stormwater Control 
Ordinance must be adopted by April, 2006.  Mrs. Villari further reported that our final 
stormwater management plan must be filed by the same deadline.  Mrs. Villari stated that a 
copy of this ordinance has been forwarded to our Solicitor for his review and comment.  
Mrs. Villari stated that this ordinance needs to be introduced no later than February of 
2006.  Council will be kept informed regarding these requirements. 
Update Re: Increase in Landfill tipping fees.  Mrs. Villari reported that we have 
received notification that the Burlington County Board of Chosen Freeholders has filed a 
petition with the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) requesting an 
increase in the peak rate for landfill disposal of solid waste at the Burlington County 
resource recovery Complex.  Approval of the petition by the DEP will not affect the rate or 



any other term or condition of the 2005 municipal solid waste service contract executed by 
our municipality.  Mrs. Villari reported that if the petition is approved, the base rate effective 
January 2, 2006 will be $56.23.  The total charge for landfill disposal with applicable taxes 
and host community benefits will be $62.67.  Mrs.Villari stated that a copy of this 
notification is on file with the Clerk.  Council will need to review these fees during our 
budget process early next year. 
Emergency Management Issues.  Mrs. Villari reported that she still needs to meet with 
Tom Schneider, our Emergency Management Coordinator, to review his proposed budget 
for next year.  Mrs. Villari reminded Council that Mr. Schneider is also requesting that 
Council consider giving him a stipend for his position.  This issue will be reviewed during 
the 2006 budget process. 
Update Re: Sex Offender Ordinance.  Council reviewed and discussed the fact that an 
article appeared in the Burlington County Times reporting that a sex offender is challenging 
Lower Township’s (Cape May County) Ordinance which restricts where he can live and 
where he can go within the township’s borders.  A discussion ensued regarding how this 
might impact Riverton’s sex offender ordinance which was introduced last month.  While 
the Governing Body acknowledged that Riverton’s Ordinance could be challenged, it was 
the consensus of Council to move forward with second reading and final adoption of this 
ordinance at next week’s meeting. 
Setting the day and time for the 2006 reorganization meeting.  Mr. Smyth suggested 
that the 2006 reorganization meeting be held on Wednesday, January 4, 2006 at 7:00pm at 
the Media Center of the Riverton Public School.  It was the consensus of Council to agree 
to this. 

RESOLUTION 123-05 
A RESOLUTION SETTING THE DAY AND TIME FOR THE 2006 

REORGANIZATION MEETING 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 

 The above resolution was read by title only by Mr. Smyth, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mrs. Villari.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel aye, 
Mrs. Villari aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Gilmore aye, Mr. Cesaretti aye and Mrs. Alls-Moffatt 
aye. 
Setting holiday luncheon and schedule for this year.  It was announced that the 
holiday luncheon for the Borough employees would be held at the Milmarian restaurant in 
Palmyra on Monday, December 19, 2005 from 12:30pm until 2:00pm  Mr. Smyth 
recommended that Borough Offices should close on noon on Friday, December 23, 2005 
and re-open on Tuesday, December 27, 2005.  Mr. Smyth further recommended that 
Borough Offices should also close at noon on Friday, December 30, 2005 and re-open on 
Tuesday, January 3, 2006.  It was the consensus of Council to agree to this. 

RESOLUTION 124-05 
A RESOLUTION SETTING THE HOLIDAY SCHEDULE FOR 2005 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
 The above Resolution was read by title only by Mr. Smyth, who moved for its 
adoption.  This was seconded by Mr. Gilmore.  A poll vote was then taken.  Dr. Daniel aye, 
Mrs. Villari aye, Mr. Smyth aye, Mr. Gilmore aye, Mr. Cesaretti aye and Mrs. Alls-Moffatt 
aye. 
Update re: Parking on Broad Street. Pursuant to Council’s previous discussion on this 
topic, Mr. Cesaretti reported that he has found out that the Department of Transportation’s 
approval is not required for parking on Municipal or County Roadways.  Mr. Cesaretti 
reported that he would forward this information onto the Bridge Commission for their 
review and action. After that happens, the Borough can take steps to repeal the present 
ordinance on the books that prohibits parking along Broad Street.   
Over Expenditures. Treasurer, Betty Boyle stated that as of now we will be going over 
budget.  Mrs. Boyle wants to cover what has been encumbered so far.  Whatever is not 
covered would be considered an over expenditure that will have to be made up in next year’s 



budget.  Mrs. Boyle asked Council if it was okay for us to cover from wherever she can 
from the budget to keep the over expenditures down.  It was the consensus of Council for 
the Treasurer to do this. 
Preliminary agenda for December 14. The Clerk reviewed this with the Governing Body. 
Meeting open to the public 
Scott Reed, Public Works Manager, suggested that we obtain pollutant minimization 
proposals that other communities may have received.   
Michael Heine, 206 Carriage House Lane, asked what the court revenue has been so far 
since it has been held in Cinnaminson Township.  The response was approximately 
$10,000.00. Regarding the COAH issue, Mr. Heine commented that he really was not clear 
as to what would happen if Riverton did not comply with COAH’s December 19th deadline.   
James Moffatt, 202 Fulton Street, asked what happened to the $25,000.00 Riverton 
received in Homeland Security monies.  The response was that the State instructed us that 
these funds had to be used to reduce our tax rate. 
William Brown, 617 Linden Avenue stated that he feels there are safety issues regarding 
the trash trucks and the people operating them not being able to see people, especially 
children walking behind them 
Robert E. Smyth, 1 Bank Avenue, commented that he has experience with environmental 
issues and PCB removal.  He would like to work with Mrs. Villari regarding the required 
Pollutant Minimization Plan. 
 There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Gilmore moved that the meeting be 
adjourned.  This was seconded by Mrs. Alls-Moffatt, with all present voting in the 
affirmative. 
 
 
 

Mary Longbottom, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 

 
 
 


